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Tribules to Deccased Members

wbo bad been a member of the present ad-
ministration since its formation in 1921, and
who, for a period of over four years, after the
retirement of Hon. Mr. Fielding from isublic
life, beld the porbfolio of Minister of Finance.
For the two years pre'ccding, Mr. Ro'bb bad
been acting Minister of Finance, owing to the
illness of his distingoished predecessor.

When parliament prorogued in the month
of Jonc 1 d'oubt if aniy of us believed it would
bc the last time in wbich we sbould see Mr.
Robb in 'bis accustomed seat. Lt wvas generally
recognized that, in bis case, the years were
begin-ning to exact their toll, and that bis
endurance, especially in the last two sessions,
wvas far from wbat it had been in former
years; yet, whcn on the Iltb of November last
the country learned of bis deatb, tbere was ai-
most as much surprise at tbe announ-cement
t'bat be bad completed the tbree-score years
,and ten as there wvas general and genuine
sorrow that one so universally trusted and
esteemed bad passed away.

Lt is of this universal trust and esteem tbat
1 sbould likýe to speýak. Lt is tbhat wbich coýn-
stitutes tbe real and abiding tribute to Mr.
Robb's memory. Lt bas in it the bigbest of in-
,centies to us al], and is in t'be nature of a
priceless legacy to tbe yootb of our land.

It is net; of vast inberitances or possessions;
-for of tbe favours of fortune by wa 'v of
exceptional gifts and endowments; nor of
great genius, tbat we tbink, in reralling tbe
circumstances of Mr. Robb's career, agnd of the
place of highest bonour in tbe nation's life
to wbicb be att.ained. Ratber is it of tbe
comparatively bumble nature of bis environ-
ment from earliest d'ays, and of tbe great
bumility of tbe man himself.

Mr. Robb represented in tbis parliament
the constituency of Cba teauguay-Huntingdon
in the Province of Quebec. It was witb this
constituency, first as Huntingdon, and after
1917, as Cbateauguay-Huntingdon, that his
entire lufe was identified. Lf you searcb i0 any
biographical workç for tbe details of bis life,
you will be struck by tbe simplicity of ibe
narration. Hie was born on a farm near Hun-
tingdon on August 10, 1859. He bad an
elementary education at tbe district scbool
an'd later on at tbe littile academy nearby.
Tbougb deservediy bonoured in later life by
the degree of Doctor of Laws from one of our
ieading universities, be was granted none of
tbe advantages of a college or university train-
ing. is brief scbool days over, wbile stili
quite young. be went to learn tbe milling busi-
ness in the mill of bis oncle, at Valleyfield,
and on the deatb of bis oncle, carried on a
business wbicb fiourisbed considerably in suc-
c'eeding years. In 1906 be responded to a
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public petition to become mayor of tbe city
of Valleyfield, wbich position be beld until
1910. During tbese years be succeeded in
putting the finances of tbe corporation on a
sound basis. In 1908 in tbe Liberal interests
lie successfully contestedc tbe constituency
wbicb formerly bad bad Conservative repre-
sentation in tbis parliament. Hie ivas equaliy
successful in tbe five fo'llowing general elec-
tions, as weil as in tbe by-elections of 1921 and
1926. At tbe time of bis deatb, be bad repre-
sented the constituency for more tban twenty
ypars. It was in the little cemetery at Val-
leyfield, tbree days after bis dcathi i0 Toronto
on November lltb, tbat bis remains werc laid
to rest, in the presence of those wbo bad
known bim from bis cbildbood days, or wbomn
lie bad known from tbe days of their own
cbildbood.

There is sometbing very fine in ail tbis. To
be born, and after an active life of seventy
years, to be buried i0 tbe community witb
whicb one's private and public interests bave
been continuously identified, and to be as
greatly mourned at tbe close as one bas been
greatly trusted tbrougbout. is a testimony te
cbaracter tban whicb there can be none more
empbatic. Tbis testimony is ail the more
impressive wben it is remembered that INr.
Robb, bimself of Scotch parentag e and an
eider of tbe Presbyterian churcli, and later of
the United Cburcb, was by race anid religion,
of tbe minority in tbe constituency and in tbe
province wbicb be represented in parliament.

That confidence, bred of ebaracter, wvas n-ot
confined te tbe community in wbicb Mr.
Roýbb lived, or to tbe province of wvhicb it
.s a part. It was te be found in every circle
of activity in wbicb be moved. It was
strongýest in those witb wbom be was brougbt
into closest toucb. Lt was tbe secret cf bis
achievemenýt in tbis parliament. and of the
place ho beld in tb'e regard of bis fellow-
coontrymen. Lt ivas that wbicb led te bis
being selected as the chief wbip of bis party
cloring its last, ycars in opposition, and te his
becoming a minister of tbe crown. Lt ivas
that which bas given bis name, in association
witb tbe portfolio of Finance, a place second
te none in the roll of the very distinguihbed
men wbo bave beld tbat bigh office in'Canada.
Those of us wbo were bis associates in tbe
cabinet knew perbaps better tban any others
hoýw well-deserved was bis reputation for in-
dustry, intelligence and integrity, and I per-
baps, even more tban ail otbers, bad reason
te know bow specially dýeserved was bis
repiatation for loyalty. A more loyal colleague
never breatbed, nor a man witb a bigber
sense of bonour. James Robb ivas incapable,


