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dissolution týo the Prime Minister who asked
for it. Tharefore there is no discussion on the
matter. It is a constitutional course if the
Governor General dhoosas to take it. The at-
titude taken by the right hion. gentleman who
is to-day Prime Minister of this country was
the only patriotic attitude hie could take. He
had to f orm a govarnment and attempt to
carry on until the business of the House was
complated. Aftar that if he wishes f0 dis-
solve parliarnent, that is his affair.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Doas the
hion. gentleman ask the House to accepf the
sixteen precedents which hie has quotad as an
axample to be foldowed to-day and so dany the
evolution which has takan place in our status
and which is acknowladged. by Lis previous
leader, Sir Robert Borden?

Mr. MANION: I do not deny our evolu-
tion, and I do not pretend to be an authority
on constitutional questions; but I have read
enough of consfitutional questions to know
that if is the right not only of the king, but
of the. Govarnor General to advise with his
ministars. My hon. friend will not deny that.
I am flot using these citations to prove the
case. 1 am showing sirnply that the attitude
faken by the leader of the opposition is wrong
in implying that this is an unprecedented case.
1 gave sixteen citations. The right course for
the right hion. gentleman opposite to have
taken, since hie dhjected so muc~h to the course
we have taken, was to go to the Governor
General, state that hie could not carry on pro-
perly, and ask for dissolution. If the Gov-
ernor General did not agree, then his dufy was
to corne back to the Blouse and attempt to
carry on until hae was defeated.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My duty was
to do whatever Ris FExcelIency 'would ask me
to do under the circumastances. I indicated
claarly to Bis Excelleney that I was dasirous
that my rasignation should ha withlield by Bis
Excellancy if ha desired to hold it pending an
arrangement of any kind.

Mr. MANION: I think I have shown con-
vmncingly there are many precedents for the
attitude faken to-day. I also believe the
right hion. gentleman opposite, having taken
the attitude which. he has taken, should, have
patriotically assisted instead of attempting to
embarrass the right hion. gentleman who is now
Prime Minister of this country.

At six o'clock the Bouse took recew.

After Recess

The Bouse resurned at aighf o'clock.

Hon. J. C. ELLIOTT (West Middlesax):
When the Bouse rose at six o'cloek I wae
about t0 addrass m3ýself to soma of the
remaruks, of the Acting Minister of Soldiers'
Civil Rte-esta'blishrnent, of Heaith, and of
Labour (Mr. Manion). Bel ore coming to
tha arguments which I intand to suhmit to
you, Mr. Speaker, I dasire to rafer briefly f0

tha three main points stressed by tha hion.
mambar. In the first place hae raferred to
whàt occurred whan S1ir John A. Mac-
donald was defaatad in consequence of
the Pacifie scandai. *The Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, as the flouse will ramember, was askad
to formý an administration as a resuit of Sir
John Macdonald*s defeat. I arn rathar sur-
prised that my hion. friand should hava eitad
that casa in support of his contention. What
did the Bon. Alexander Mackenzie do whan
his opponants wara dafaatad in the flouse and
hae was called upon to form a govarnmant?
Did hae do as hion, gentleman opposite have
done? Did hae attampt to form a visionary,
illusory, shadowy, ghostlika administration, or
did hae, in the regular course, creata a cab-
inet whieh would ha raally vital and which.
gave avidanca of soma of the characferistics
of a trua governmanf? The Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie forrnad a govarnrnant mosfly com-
posad of mambars of the Bouse to whom
wara assigncd portfolios of dapartmaents of
govarnmant, who wcre forthwith sworn as
responsibla ministers. On the advice of the
first ministar the Governor General, Lord
Dufferin, prorogued parliarnent the samne day
upon which the rnînistry took office. Writs
wera issuad for the alactions neessary f0 fll
the seats in parliamant thus vacatad, in ordar
that the naw mninistars should at the earliast
possible data obtain the sanction of the alec-
tors for exereising thair functions as respon-
sibla ministers of the crown. All the min-
isters wera promptly creturnad, several of
tham by acclamation. After eontinuing in
office for a period of about two months--
that is to say, during Novembar and Dacam-
ber, 1873-Mr. Mackenzie obtained frorn the
Governor a dissolution of the parliarnant
elecfed a lit tla more than a yaar pravious,
and a general eleetion ensued in which Mr.
Mackanzie's administration was sustained by
a mai ority of eighfy. This was the course
followad in the instance cited by my hon.
friand, and the Bouse can contrast the differ-
ence batwean the attitude shown by the Blon.
Alexander Mackenzie towards the raspon-
sibility which hae faIt devolvad upon himi on
being askad to forrn an administration and
the sansa of responsibility which apparenýtly


