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that time we pointed out-and mainv of those
arguments bave been repeated during tbe pres-
ent session with additionai arguments by the
member for Portage la Prairie (Mr. Leader)-
that the continued increase in transportation
costs as applied to tbe live stock industry, bas
had a paralyzing and crushing effeet upon that
industry, and that if tbe industry was te sur-
vive steps would inevitabiy bave te be taken
te deal witb the situation thus crcated. 1
shall refer te that later.

As I s-ee it, this question re-ýolves itzseif
rnte two definite parts. First ýof aIl ýtbcre is
the question wbicb we mu-t ask ourseiveis and
answer coelusiveiy: Is there a ýcombine?-
and wben 1 use that word I mean it in the
cemwnonlv accepted ýsense; is tbere a combine
having for its purpose the unreasonable in-
crease of transportation rates te an excessive
height, vieiding exorbitant profits, and baving
for its object aise a discrimination as betwecn
one port and another, ene country and an-
otber, as welI as a restraining of Icgitimate
trade? Tbat is tbe first question wbich we
must considcr and answer. Tble second ques-
tien is thýis: If tbese conditions are ascer-
tained te prevail, is tbe metbod proposed by
the gevernment of dealinel with the situation
seund in principle and adequate in the per-
fcsrmance of its functiens?

As 'te the combine itself and wbetber it
exists, ,tbis is a que-ition whiých bias concernced
us fer some time. We have lind, during the
Iast few years investi1pation after investigation;
we have igene into tbe subi ect througb comn-
missions and paxliamentarv committees, and
twev or three facts at least are definitely ýestab-
Iished. Tbe first fact wbicb cani be considered
as biaving been abso1utely iprovýed, inasmucb
as the parties concernced ha.ve acknow]edged
it, is that a conference dees exist. I 'lm
somewhat at a Ioso at times te say wbere
a cenference ends and a combine begins. and

I in yseif in tbe saime situation as coýn-
fronted us wben we bcird cloquenft gentlemen
in tbis flouse discussiîîg the line of demarca-
tien between a convention and a treaty.
Tbat question seemed te mýe, as dees this one,
te be pureiy a matter osf degee; it is only
a question of degree as te bew far the con-
ference was in fact a cenference and net a
combine. Tbe conference ýtaken for grantcd,
w'bat are its legitimate objeýctives? It may
bave for its objective tbe staibilizatien of rates
at a fair and equitable level. fI snay have
for its objective the giving throuýgh co-opera-
tien of better service. in a word, ii may have
for its objective the imprevement of service,
witlî an increase of profit te îtseif witbeut in-
flicting bardship on 'any of its patrons, by a
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system of ce-eperatien wbicb wiIl eliminate
unnecessary internýai com]petition. That may
be. And I do flot tbhink that any member
of this flouse, more particuilarly the menibers
in this corner of the leuse, who believe
aboolutely in the ro-operative pool system,
can take exception te sucb a condition. I
may extend tbe saine principle te our
labour friends, whe believe in iabouv or-
ganizations for -the purpese of ensuring tbat
labeur niay deai colcctively anýd net in-
dividually witb tbe questions confrenting it.
The saine thing appiies te our pools. Ail
commerciael pools have for theýir objective the
stabiilization of prices with an increase of
profit te the members of the pool, but witb-
eut incrense i0 price te the consumner of their
goods, and this by means et ce-eperative
methods tbat eliminate 'internai cempetition.
That is tbe purpose of sucb eorganizations, as
I sce jr. Se tbat ne member in this cerner
cf tho flouse can very weii take exception
te a confercoce of an ' nature se long as its
ends arc legitimate. The question, bowcvcr,
is whether tbe conference in this instance'
operatcd witbiu legitimate bounds or excecdcd
their rigbts. flore i:, the peculiar danger of a
mnofercnce cf any kind, whichi must be berne
in mind and guarded against at ail times;
the sainec w-capon and machinery which. can
improve a service andi low-cr costs can ise ha
used just as effectivelv for epprcssing the
people withi whom buaine-s is donc. That
is w-bat \ve mucst guard against. In the case
et the pools I have mcntioncd, hoever,
that danger dees net at present exist, because
tbey deal with sucb a smal1 part of the wverid's
produce tbat it is impossible for tbem te
create 'a monepely in that direction; and
worid conditions themsoives weuld autemnatie-
ally prevent these erganizations trom assuma-
ing such an attitude.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Dees tbe bion, gentleman
recail tbat tbe beaýd of the largcst pool, Mr.
Stewart, made the dlaim tbat the centrol
of the western ecp bad a measurable effeet
in appreciating tbe Canadian price and the
gencral level et woriýd wbeat ýprices?

Mr. SPEAKMAN: I might point eut that
a geveroment menepoly of tbat nature, wbiclb
ceuld enter drUe negetiatiens with a buying
agency in Europe, stands in a very different
position frem that et a ce-operative pool,
wbich must market its goeds in competition
with ail1 others.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Will the hen. gentiemar
say there is ne difference between the twoi
Is there not now centrel ef the western crop,
which diid net exist before?


