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they have done. They have devoted a very
large portion of their busy lives to thie
work. and are thoroughiy enthusiastic, In
fieeing 'that it is brought to a successful
isiaue-- that. it shall not be a mere lfad, but
give practical resuits which will be o! very
great benefit to -the country. The ceuncil
bas met ini Ottawa once or twice a rnonth
since it wae appointed. T.hey sit from three
to five days; at one meeting here they sat
a whoie week. They are not treating this
matter as a plaything or anytbing of that
kind.

Their viewpeint was a very good one, .and
it entirely coincided with mine. A council
of that kind, with that desire and that
sbility to work along these lines, cannot, if
gcod resuits are toble. obtained, ail be work-
ing separstely witW- ne one responsible for
the whole work. It wae essential that (>ne
man should. le appointecl to co-ordinate
their efforts, and the best man arnongst them
was ehosen-he, was their choies as well as
mine-to sot in that capacity, to direct, to
<ecnsu1t, to keep the whole machine gein, as
it were, with these mien as the motive power.
But that is really -the smallest thing that
has been done. ¶The 'advisery council has
heen at work a littie over -a year now. and
in that time has brought together al] the
different forces in- the Domnion that are
engaged in industrial or scientifie reseurch,
and which. hitherto had been doinc -their
work on their own, often duplicsting each
other, and lacking that energy snd Qpiri-t
that cornes from ce-ordination with
other workers in the same line with a ern-
-mon object in viiew. The research branch
of the Interier and Mining Department-,
the Conservation Commission, the Iîiland
Revenue and other research branches, have
ail been linked up with this general en-
deavour. In a littie over a yesr ail this
dispers-ed effort lias been concentrated, and
bas become inspired witlh a spirit and en-
ergy, ami with a determined effort te work
along these lines, that was foreignl to thein
entirely s year ago. The counicil has put
niew spirit into them ail.

I d-o not need to follow up w'hat my hon.
friend from Halifax said as te the immense
necessity of this work, particularly #~ this
time. A few t<housand dollars is a mers
bagatelle te, the advantage that only oe
successful solution along soe line rnight
bring te the eeenomie strengVh o! this coun-
try. This work is almost an absolute neces-
sity, if we are te keep abreast with other
nations. My hon. friend says that this is
not the commission we aihould have ap-
pointed. I wou'd ask him 'te give tlhe cein-

mission a free rein for a while, and after
a year or se, 1 think lie wîll eûme eut cf
that contemplative ar-es in whiefl lie lias
rested for about a year now, as respects
undue criticism, snd I think bie will tnen
revise bis opinion of these men. Nobody
can select members te suit everybody; we
ail have aur opinions about Vhem. But I
arn ef the opinion that we have just about
the very best council that could have been
get together in the wbole Dominion.

Mr. A. K. MACLE AN: Would it net lie
wsll te have somne representaitiva o! agri-
culture on the ceuncil?

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: I supposc there
is net a coilege or university in the wliole
Dominion which symbolizes agriculture se
rnuch as dee the univsrsity ef Saskatche-
wan, over which. Dr. Murray presides. That
is the founidation prinoiple of bis univer-
sity, whicli wss foundsd with a visw te the
agricultural possibulities sud necessîties of
that great province.

Mr. A. K. MACLEAN: That liardly an-
swers my question. I know Professor Mur-
ray very well. He bas had very îitt:e te
do with agriculture in a practical or scien-
tific wsy in ail bis experience. He is a
very busy man and is sngaged in the build-
ing up of a new university in a nsw
province. I arn net ebjscting te him being
s member of the board at ail, because he la
an excellent man indeed, one of the very
hast en the counicil. Stili, I thînk it would
lie desirabie te appoint another representa-
tive o! agriculture te the board, with the
qualifications I have indicated.

Mr. SINCLAIR: As these ecientific men
receive ne salsry, 1 can see ne reason wby
the minister sheuld net enlarge the coun-
cil. It is a very big problern these men
are undsrtaking, and there dees net seem te
lie any reason 'why the number of rnsm-
bers sliould be limited. There is a uni-
versity iu Nova 'Sootia, St. Francis Xavier,
which bas a number of eminent men on
its staff wbo are devoting their time te
scientific researchi, and I arn sure sorne one
among tliem could be found who would be
o! great value te the council if tlie min-
ister shouid make up bis mmnd te enlarge
the number, I trust lie will net fail te give
this proposai bis best consideratien. I
sgree witb my bon. friend frem Halifax that
yeuth counits for a great deal in work o!
this kind, especislly for the chairman, and
if tbe minister bas put in eharge of this
work s man whose best days are over, and
who bas net the snergy required for tbis
work, I think hae bas male a mistake. I


