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great Dominion of ours has been justly
called the granary of the Empire. There-
fore we sent on the 6th day of August
through His Royal Highness the Governor
General this telegram:

My advisers request me to inform you that
the people of Canada through their Govern-
ment desire to offer one million bags of flour
of ninety-eight pounds each as a gift to the
people of United Kingdom to be placed at the
disposal of His Majesty’s Government and to
be used for such purposes as they may deem
expedient.

Tt was thought desirable that this should
go as a gift from people to people, but that
it should be placed at the disposal of the
Imperial ‘Government to be wused for
such purposes as they might determine.
We received in reply to that the following
telegram under date of August 7, expressing
the greatest possible appreciation:

On behalf of the people of the United King-
dom His Majesty’s Government accept with
deep gratitude the splendid and welcome gift
of flour from Canada, which will be of the
greatest use for the steadying of prices and re-
lief of distress in this country. We can never
forget the generosity and promptitude of this
gift and the patriotism from which it springs.

I desire to express appreciation at this
moment of the action of the provinces of
Canada and of individuals in Canada dur-
ing the past week or ten days. From prov-
inces and from individuals gifts have come,
great and small, showing the intense eager-
ness of the people and of every province in
Canada to associate themselves in this
great issue with what we are doing in the
Dominion as a whole and with all that is
being done in every dominion of the Em-
pire. The people as a whole, not only here
in Canada, but in the mother country it-
self and in every Dominion will, I am sure,
feel the most grateful appreciation and
render the warmest thanks for all the aid
thus tendered.

I have spoken already of our action with
regard to reservists. I have said that we
have proclaimed to them that as citizens
of Canada they are entitled to the protec-
tion of our laws and that they are mot to
be molested, unless they attempt to leave
this country to fight against us, or to give
aid to the enemy or otherwise violate obli-
gations undertaken as citizens of Canada.

I might allude to the fact that we found
it mecessary to establish censorship. That
was regarded as absolutely essential at the
outset; and we took upon ourselves to order
censorship, trusting that Parliament, in so
far as might be necessary, would approve
our action afterwards. We had also to take
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measures with regard to the detention of
ships. All such matters had been arranged
by the inter-departmental committee. We
had also to provide for the prohibition of
the export of certain articles. That pro-
hibition in regard to certain articles has
since been relaxed in one or two par-
ticulars, after consultation with the Im-
perial authorities; and, in so far as the
prohibition may mnot be found necessary
for the purposes of war it perhaps may be
further relaxed from time to time.

From every part of Canada we have had
most unmistakable evidence of the determ-
ination of the people of this Dominion to

support the mother country and the other

dominions which are bound together by
the strongest possible ties, the ties of
absolute British liberty and wof mperfect
self-government. Those ties bind to-
gether the provinces of Canada in this
Dominion. Those ties bind together the
dominions of the Empire with the mother
country; and we rejoice to know that, in
a time of stress and perhaps of peril such
as this, they have proved the strongest pos-
sible ties that could be devised by any
government throughout the world.

It might not be out of place to say a
word with regard to the navy, which has
been alluded to very eloquently by my right
hon. friend and by the mover and seconder
of the Address.

It is barely two weeks since war broke out.
Already mnearly every pathway across the
ocean has been cleared. Our foreign com-
merce has been but little interfered with,
very little indeed. The splendid organi-
zation of the British navy has enabled this
to be accomplished. Those who are familiar
with the religious service used at sea will
remember that prayer goes up from the men
of the mavy, in peace as in war, .that they
may be a safeguard to their Sovereign and
his dominions and a security for such as
pass upon the seas upon their lawful occu-
pations. The quaint words of that old prayer
express as perfectly as may be that which
is -most essential for the security and in-
tegrity of this Empire, a safe pathway
across the seas. Surely that prayer has
been fulfilled even in this appalling war,
for already the silent victory on the sea
has been won. The Atlantic now is, and
we have every reason to believe that the
Pacific shortly will be practically as safe
and secure for those under the protection of
the flag as in times of peace.

In connection with the gift to which I
alluded a moment ago, the gift to the British




