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flot pulilicly then privately, wltli such in-
formation as would enable hlm to invest-
igate. Lt is not fair to the officiaIs of a
great public department that a charge sliould
be made on the floor of the flouse that some
of them did a very wrong thing, and then
let the matter stand in that -way liy saying :
1 believe it. I made the statement la good
faith, but 1 decline f0 go any furtlier. I
think lie will see on reflection that lie ouglit
f0 go furtlier, and assîst the mînister in
making an investigation.

Mr. SAM. HUGHEIS. I do flot agree
witli the Minister of Finance.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. If the rooters de-
sire to fulfil their proper function let them
ail root toget.her. Tlie First Minlster lias
behind. hlm. a number of gentlemen wlio have
no oflier function than f0 root ; but tlie
great drawback is fliat fliey do not roof
together, and there should be some person
to give the signal so fliaf these rooters may
ail come la fogether. The Finance Minister
suggests that -wlen a charge is made against
the offlcer of flie Railway Departmeent, the
man making tlie charge sliould hlp clear if
up. There is flie responsilile liead of the
Railway Department, and loie 1 the gentle-
man who is, covered by the charge. My
lion. friend. bere assumes responslbility for
lis words, and cannot be bluffed down. That
littie bluff game of getfing up and calling,
'Naine, naule,' is played out in tlie flouse.
This gentleman lias had fthe hardihood and
the manliood to stand on lis dignity, thougli
lie is a new miemlier of this flouse, and f0
aîssume tlie responsiliility of lis statement.
The goverament lias its lusuai recourse if it
wants to get at the facts. Let tliem appoint
a Royal Commission wîtli a gentleman of
the calibre of Judge Britton at the head of
it, and perliaps we -wlll get somne informa-
tion on the subi ect.

Mr. FIE.LDING. It somefimes happens
that my lion. frîend is mistaken. fie lias
flot stated the case accurateiy. The hon.
member for AlgQma (Mr. Boyce) stated fliat
lie did not make nny charge against the
lion. the Ministei of Railways. fie did not
inakie the charge against anybody la parti-
(ular, lie made it against the department.

Mr. COCHRANE. fie merely stated the
fact.

Mr. FIELDING. That is ilot enough. If
1 ninke a statement that an hon. memnber
lias stolen someliody's purse and say I lie-
lieve it, tliat is not enougli ; I must give
some evidence. If fthe statement were made
as affecting tlie Minister of Railways, my
hon. friend fromn Aigoma would lie oliliged
to withdraw It, because the stateetcud
not lie sustiined once the denial i ae
But there is no responsibility involved ln
an lion. member simply saying I am ia-
formned and believe fliat some officiai of thie

department lias done something verY
wrong.

Mr. COCHR>ANE. He did fot Say the de-
partment at ail.

Mr. FIELDING. Oh, well, now that is
another thing. My lion. frienci from Nor-
thumlierland (Mr. Cochrane) says hie did flot
say the department at ail. If the hon.
niember for Algoma says lie nmade no state-
ment about tnese plans-

Mr. COCHIRANE. But lie did flot refer
to the officiais ln the departmnent at ail. and
the Finance Minister is drawing a red lier-
ring across the track.

Mr. FIELDING. The lion. memiber for
Aigomia distinctly stated that these plans
had been given ont of the Railway Depart-
ment ; my hon. friend wlll flot deny that.

Mr. BOYCE. I think, the' Minister of
Finance has made a little mistake himself,
hie has misconstrued my words. The 'n-lole
inatter arose out of the question whicli I
addressed ln the early part of my remarks
to the Minister of Railways asking hlm
110w it wvas that the plans of this proposed
route were withheld from this flouse when,
as the information which I liad given to me,
and -which 1 believed to lie reliable informa-
tion, was that they were handed out to
others.

Mr. FIELDING. The Minister of Rail-
ways stated that these plans could not have
been given out because to lis knowledge
tliey were placed under seal and remained
under seal. Thereupon the member for
Algonia said that lie had information that
that could flot lie the case, liecause lie was
aware that these plans had lieen given out
to friends ln order to lie made the basis
of speculation.

Mr. BOYCE. The Finnce Miiiister will
remember thiat the Minister of RailwfiYs
thon stated that the plans miglit have been
derived. froul. some other sources.

Mr. FIELDING. But that is niot the
statement of the lion. memlier for Alsoma.
Hie did not say they -were deriveci froin
some other source, lie said they liad been
given out of the RailwaY Departmient.
Therefore my hon. friend's oliservations,
standing as they do now, leave al cloud on
the reputation of Mr. Colllngwood Selireilier
and 9il the officers of the Railway Depart-
ment. I do not think thnt is a fair position
!Il wlili we ouglit to leave the officiais of
our pulie service.

Mr. FOSTER. I thouglit I could see a
liglît tw'inkling hli the eye of my lion. friend
%vlen lie was putting this forth witli sucob
an assumption of serîousness. He is too
old a parliamientarian and lihs lieen too
long ln this flouse not to know that it is
the lîrivilege of any member to get up lu
lils place and make a stiitement, fromn in-
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