
COMMONS DEBATES. MÂY 11,

constituency, may be to give the minority, as they call it,
a majority of the representatives. Then, as I understand
it, they also object te this measure because some constitu-
encies have been left as they were instead of being changed.
They refer to the constituency of the hon. member for
Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick), and they say it was not
touched, because if it had been touched it would probably
either injure him or some surrounding constituency
politically, and therefore nothing was done. If that were
true-I do not say it is true-we have again a precedent
for that to be drawn from the legislation of that body where,
as I have said, Reform principles find their most perfect
illustration. What do we find ? We find that Brockville,
in the preceding Legislature, was represented by a Con-
servative, the hon. member who now represents it in this
House. It had a population, at that time, of 10,475. It
was necessary to readjust the representation there, and
therefore they added some of the surrounding municipali-
ties so as to give it a population of 13,937-of course,
entirely with a view of equalizing the representation as
compared with the population. But, when we come to
Cornwall, what do we find ? We find a smaller popu'ation,
only 7,114. Yet, what was the fact ? They left that as it was,
and for the reason given in the comments of the press at the
time. And in regard to Cornwall, we can find no better justi-
fication than that given in the columus of the Globe. On the
15th of September, 1874, that journal stated:

of population, it will be remembered there was very little
excitement and expression in regard to the Ontario Govern-
ment. As far as I am aware, little exception was
taken to the affair, but the hon. gentleman is aware that
there is indignation deep, loud and widespread over this
measure, and that it is not confined to the Reform party.
Why, to-day, the hon. gentleman bas restored South Wel.
lington and North Wentworth, and hon. members on this
side of the House think it is in obedience to the demand from
political supporters in Halton. The hon. gentleman, exer-
cising a spirit of fairness, should meet the hon. member for
North Bruce (Mr. Gillies; half way. If the hon. the leader
of the Government bas any sense of fair play left he will
accept the proposition of that hon. member. Granting
there may be greater increase of population, and, compared
with the other riding, the change proposed by that hon.
member would still leave bis riding with 2,000 more than
the other riding. The hon. the leader of the Govern-
ment having shown bis willingness to go so far in
amending the Bill, will be guilty of showing the white
feather if he does not entertain the proposition.
If Saugeen and Port Elgin are added to North Bruce-and
it is known that the present member has been already
nominated as the candidate for the riding-the change
would only give him about one hundred and seventy votes
more towards a chance of political existence in the next con-
test. Lot there be some sense of manliness, some sense of

" Cornwall alon>is left untouched,'in obedience certainly not to anyIfair play' Lot hon. gentlemen go intc the contoat preparea
political exigencies. but to the very strongly expressed desire of the te vindicate their principlos cf equalizatton of population as
surrounding constituencies to remain for the present without alteration. near as possible; accept the hon. gentleman's ameudment,
A desire it was the more easy to gratify because their was no reason to
Buppose a change would be made in the political character of the for in doing se you wilt stillouve bis riding 2,000 bas than
representation of the district by any reasonable scheme of readjustment the other ridings cf Bruce.
that could be devised" Some lon. MEMI3ERS. bar, hear.
So that in the case of Cornwall, where nothing could be Mr. PATERSON. I make the numbers 20,75 as againet
done to improve things, because nothing could be doue toe
improve things this small borough was left untouched; butWutB 2 ue i m
in the case of Brockville, where something could be donc te o 0
improve things, according to the view of hon. gentlemen Mr. SHAW. Noarer 2,000.
opposite, a large addition was made from the surrounding Mr. PATERSON. Pees tliebon, gentleman mean tesay
district to that constituency, that that would equalize the population? Would North

Mr. BOWELL. Wbat was the resuit? Bruce bc stili les?
Mr. WHITE. A gentleman who inet likely te get a iMr. SHAW. A little, etsink.

sent in Southi Grenville, wlio liad worn nis welcome eut, Mr. PATE;RSON. The hon. gentleman makesnbbc admis.
fouind a very comfortable seat at Brockville. I do net say sion and the point wgained. If they yield te the proposition
this object was te, give him a seat, but theobject was te cf my lhon. friend, North Bruce will still o in a minority, but
give sorne one who is favorable tetbeGverument a seat. hon. gentleen Ecannot go on tela down their high and
Se we have this fact, that in the legisiatic of the IRform holy principle ofequlizing t e population whle they per-
party, when tliey had absolute control of it, tliey gave te a petrato thuis inequality. 1 uni gîud te notice that the hon.
minerity of votes, ninouocf thirteenScats; and in those two member for Sou3 Bruce (Mr. Shaw) displays at last alittle
borougs t which I have referred, in one case they read-o e t tmanea

jused L i orer e scur achageaud, r th oter as, heurt him rise and defend tbc Bihl as it stood, ho defendod
according tetheir own statements, they left il as iLwas, tha monstrous iniquity cf allowi g a population of 17,000 in
beause they could net improve its poitical complexion. If North Bruce and 25,000 in West Bruce. But wen the hon.
ever liere was bypocrisy' exemplified iL was ia the attempt Premier was propared te give a little in a direction which
f hon, gentlemen opposite t oraise tle cry that political would net hurt hlm, the ho, gentleman, fer tle purpose cf

exigencies aone dictated the changes mad in this parti.-vingelits character stand a little better in the mindoutf
cular Bil . the honorable manrtf Bruce, before wvroer ae is shortly te

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). The hast speaker bas go, remarked that ho was willing te give up baîf cf Saugeen.
attempted t prove that political exigencies dem Rndedfore Tm e bon. gentleman, for the purpose cf strengtlening
mea8ure new befre this leuse for the lon, gentleman quoted himselftothouglhoiad a mjority cf scventyflve, teck stops
as a precedent, and as the authortty and warrant for iLs -for lie was a party te, it.-did net we heur him say, CCwe')e
suhmission, that the Mowat Goverment had enacted a as ho spoecf this arrangement? What did this hou. gentle.
measure someting f the same kind and for the purposecf man cf the Iwe" party arrange te do with reference te him-
aecuring Sesto for the supporters of ths Goverment. The self ? e was afraid te meet te electors wttout having 461
bon, gentleman appears te, have been cegnizant cf the fact votes added te, the seventy-five which lie had before, and yet
that this measure bad been proposd for political effeot, and , ho think it consistent with the position cf an honorable, a
the defence is that the leader cf a Government in another fair-minded and a manly man te refuse te, give up the
liuse had hmmitted a similar act. Ideem that it ta net township cf Saugeen. I say iL is loworing the dignity cf
trefor the leader of the OntarieGoverment endeavordtLteeflouse, and eof the worst features cf the Bil is that
preserve county boundaries, a principe whinl is violatedion, gentlemen, who should regard one another wtth fair-
under the present measure. In regard te the equalization play and decency, leacl thomselves to tactice 50 Unf(4ir

Mr. WiTER (Cardwell).
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