
Final comments on the Naval Reserve
As in all other matters relating to defence forces, however, the over-riding 

concern must remain the combat-readiness of the reserve forces on which DND 
places such great hopes for a credible total force. The sub-committee has offered 
some suggestions for improvements at modest cost. Perhaps they or others like 
them can help bridge the gap. But in the end, money will have to be spent to 
rebuild the reserves. They have been the victims of very serious neglect — “an 
attempt to stamp them out”,13 in one view — and they cannot be nursed back to 
health without a major injection of some of the funds denied them during long 
years of neglect. It is the sub-committee’s fervent hope that the highly-deserving 
men and women in the Naval Reserves will not have to wait any longer.

13 Proceedings of the Senate Sub-committee on National Defence, 18 May, 1982, p. 29:7.
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