L

-3 e

and maintain contact with the experts of other countriesy thus aiding and
supplementing the work of the central staff Ifrom the Departrment of External
Affairse I somctimes think that it is the fate of a diplomat in the modern
world to have to know not rmich about anything but a little about eveorytaing,
from nuelear physics and comparative theolosy to the breedinsg habits of the
sockeve salmon and Alaska fur seals We are fortunate in Washington in being
gble to surmon to our aidy when we get too invelved in technical questionsy
petter informed persons who can corme easily down from Ottawae
The main reasons for the great increase in the work of Canadian
rerresentatives in viashinzton since 1939 are the sreater international stature
of Canadag the disheartening cormlexities of the world situationy and the
lerser part which rovernments everywherc are called on to talte in matters
that many would be pleased to leave to private crierprise if it were feasiblee
Another reason has becn the establishment of new international
bodicse Therc has, indeedy teen such a proliferation of new international
a~encies since the war that it is hard to avoid zetting lost in a dance of
the alphavete Ordinary peorle can understaniy or cun be taught to understandy
the United Mations, and what its main oriansy the General Assenbly, the
Security Councily and the Econonic and Social Council doy or at least could
do if the ermectations of 1945 were to be fulfiliedq 3But what of ICAQ aend
UIESCO and 10 and ITO and ITU, to refer to some of the more irmportant?

There are now operating in Washington several such bodies on which
all or some of the Canadian representation is provided by members of the
Embassye These include the Far Eastern Cormissiory chersed with the formulation
of policies for Japanj ti-e International Emerceney Food Councily charged

with pronosins the allocation in accordance with neets of food stuf’s in
short sunmlys WRRAL, now in process of liquidationy the Food and Asriculture
Organizatione charzed with long-tern planning to raise standerds of nutrition
and production throu-shout the worldjy the Internaticnal Bank and the Intere |
nationzl lionetary Fund, which have just ceme into active operation; and

also other bodiecs of losser scope than those which I have namede The task

of renresenting Canada on these bodies ané their committeesyg in which nearly
every officer of the Erbacsy takes sone party is consuning in tiney energy
and nanpov.'Cre - - %

These dutiss of reoresentation on international bodies are special

duties arisinc from the circumstarce thet Washington has become a great

internatioral -center, They are added to the normel dvities of the Hnmbassyy

wvhich are cormHlicated enoush in thenselvose A Canzdian busiressmon said to

ne recently thit he could understend tfnt the coonercial departrent of the

Irb:ssy didy but couldn®t sce the use of the rest of ite A Toronto friend |
also rernarl:ed to me not lons argo thot hie did not understand why Canada had

fo have any Embassv in vashinctone I doubt that thece co:rients are typicaly

but it mi~-ht be of sorme interest if I were to sivs you a brief summary :
of vhet a dinlomatic nmission in reneraly and the Ccnadian Enmbassy in iashe %
ington ir particulary is surnoscd to doe

Its most tire = and paper = conswaing restonsibility is th-t of
koepine the Caradiar Government informed of events ~nd developnents which
are of concern or intcrest to ity and particularly of the backoround and
nrobable Tuture trendce In lizshin~ten this dutyry, of course, is to suprlee
nenty not to duplicate, tie armle news from tic United States appearing in
the nress, -

To ~ive some examplesg it is obviously of prcat interest to the
Caradian Governnent to learn prorptly and accurately, and il possible in
advance of public pronouncenents, uabout the rlans Tor assisting in reccne
struction abroad in these davs of dollar stringency throushout the viorldg
That is a matter to which I ard scveral nembers of the staff are currently
devoting a cood deal of attentione

To illustrate asaing t:e affairs of Canada and the United States
ire so interrelated that a great many actions of the Governuent of the United




