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ANNEX 6

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Annex is to contribute to the achievement of the General and
Specific Objectives of this Agreement. Through this Annex the Parties shall
establish a binational strategy to prevent the introduction of Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS), to control or reduce the spread of existing AIS, and to eradicate,
where feasible, existing AIS within the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.

B. Programs and Other Measures

The Parties shall develop and implement programs and other measures to
eliminate new introductions of AIS through a binational prevention-based
approach, informed by risk assessments. This approach takes into account that
new species may pose a risk to the Great Lakes, even in the absence of scientific
certainty.

The Parties, subject to their respective laws and regulations, and in cooperation
and consultation with State and Provincial Governments, Tribal Governments,
First Nations, Métis, Municipal Governments, watershed management agencies,
other local public agencies, and the Public, shall:

1 implement ballast water discharge programs that are protective
of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem, as provided for in
Annex 5, Discharges from Vessels;




