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These are three distinct questions, each complicated in its own way. But they are

ail grounded in a problem as critical to Asia-Pacitic societies as to oâur own-the problem

of democracy, of fostering open civil societies whose citizens have the space to make

peaceful lives for themselves, along with the freedoms and real opportunity to govern

themselves.

Which Ieads to another theme in this citizens' discussion: the demnocratization of


