
persist, including trade. Addressing issues such as gender and trade would be beneficial. Like
borders between states, some boundaries between the state and civil society are being
undermined while others are being reinforced.

2.4. Comment and Discussion

Molot pointed to a lack of historical perspective in contemporary foreign policy. The
understanding of the world has shifted significantly in the last decade, creating a generational
gap. The older generation was faced with an entirely different reality than the new, their views
were primarily shaped by the legacy of the Second World War and the Cold War. In some
aspects the old world order was simpler, "we knew who were our friends and who were our
enemies." Whiile we are searching for new directions, the question of how values are shaped is
more pertinent today than ever. She suggested that there are flot many adequate sources to raise
awareness about Canadian history on which values could be based. (The creation of the Canadian
History Institute demonstrates the need to educate students and the public about our history.)
Elections have rarely generated comprehensive debates on foreign policy issues. It may also be
the case that the Canadian public is not really interested ini foreign policy. She asked whether
Canadian foreign policy was a reflection of domestic policy and whose interests does domestic
policy represent? She said that the nature of Canadian polity bas changed dramatically (up to
20% of Canadians were flot bon in Canada). There has been a significant decline i the
legitimacy of the state, demonstrated, for instance, by lower voter turn-outs. I a sense, there bas
been a "loss of community" in Canada.


