
BACKGROUND

,ruction has been an important~ ecolQ1iLc activity for uiany
airies, however the. construction procBdures used in Mexico
nover been parti.culary inovative. The great pyramids of

:oluambian times were basically built froau large volumes of
i that was transported and pounded down, and thon covered
a faci.nq of stone and miortar to avoid its destruction by
The method used for the. facinq may have varied f rom cultu~re

Llture, bu the. basic principlo remained always the. same. The
roç>ted spaces were covered with v.ry elementary wood b.am
-tur.s and it was only in the~ Mayan area that a stone roofing
Dd was developped, calJ.ed "Mayan vault"' or "fais. arch". As
second term suggests it, tixis procedure is not particular1y


