7
pn@?’te discussions and negotiations concerning the detaiis of 2 statement should precade
any public annguncament. Making Canada’s advice to the ULS. public was considerad
important to the interest af keeping Canadians and Amaricans informed abcut'cummunicat'io’ns
between their.gnuernments. and as a way of reinforcing Canada’s independencs from tha U.S
If this appears to fly .in the face of the participants’ ganeral belief that a closer, more
co-gperativa relationship is a positive thing, it must ba borne in mind that these peopis
did not sense that there had bean axtensive discord previously. Deczuss of this
perception, thay did not seem to feal that Canada neads to take speciai meastres (o

redemanstrate its loyaity in order to enhance bilateral reiations.

The participants appearad to be divided on whether Prime Minister Mulroney can have a real
influence on tha Président. Somae felt that. because Prime Minister Mulroney and Prasigent
Reagan do get alang well, President Reagan will e inclined ta listen ta Prime Minister

Mulroney: however, it was pointed out that President Reagan is just as likely to, listen 1o

and be influenced by leaders of other-countries, e.g., Thatcher, Other participants

believed that Canada’s influence on the LS. is probably stronger than that of other
countries because of our ties, {s8.g.. ecaonpmic) with the U.5, howaver, Presidant Reagan

Wil “only listen to what he wants to listen to.”
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