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The Secretary of State for External Affairs of Canada to the Secretary of State of

the United States of America

Ottawa, March 11, 1981
FLE-344

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to discussions that have taken place between represen-tatives of our two Governments regarding future cooperation between Canada andthe United States in the defence of North America. Our Governments remain con-vinced that such cooperation, conducted within the framework of the North Atlan-tic Treaty, remains vital to their mutual security, compatible with their nationalinterests, and an important element of their contribution to the overall security ofthe NATO area.

As neighbors and allies within North America, our two Governments haveaccepted special responsibilities for the security of the Canada-United States regionof NATO and, in fulfilling these responsibilities, have entered into a number ofbilateral arrangements to facilitate joint defence activities. Among these, thearrangements for air defence, aerospace surveillance, and missile warning embodiedin the North American Air Defence Command (NORAD) have provided the meansof exercising effective operational control of the forces assigned by our two Govern-ments to the aerospace defence of North America.

In the years since the NORAD Agreement was first concluded, there have beensignificant changes in the character of strategic weapons and in the nature of thethreat they pose to North America. The most important of these changes has beenthe major increase in the number and sophistication of strategic missiles. There hasalso been an increasing use of space for strategic and tactical purposes. In addition,although missiles constitute the principal threat, long-range bombers continue to posea threat to North America.

In view of the continuing mission of aerospace surveillance and warning andair defence, our two Governments agree that, to properly reflect aerospace surveillanceand missile warning related responsibilities, it is appropriate to redesignate NORADas the North American Aerospace Defence Command.


