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During a two-day visit to Washington, Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau
addressed a joint session of the United States House of Representatives and
Senate on February 22. It is the first time that a Canadian prime minister has

been accorded that honour.

The full text of Mr. Trudeaw’s address is reprinted below:

For much more than a century, indivi-
dual Canadians, in countless ways and
on countless occasions, have expressed
to Americans their friendship. Today,
as prime minister I am given the oppor-
tunity to express those feelings col-
lectively before the elected represent-
atives of the American people.

I do so with pride, and with convic-
tion.

I speak to you as a fellow parliamen-
tarian, honoured, as are all Canadians,
by your invitation to appear in this his-
toric chamber. Here, on the spot where
so many of your distinguished leaders
have stood, I express to you the most
cordial of greetings. The warmth of
your welcome reinforces what I have
always known: that a Canadian in the
United States is among friends.

The friendship between our two coun-
tries is so basic, so non-negotiable,
that it has long since been regarded by
others as the standard for enlightened
international relations. No Canadian
leader would be permitted by his elec-
torate consciously to weaken it. In-
deed, no Canadian leader would wish
to, and certainly not this one.

Simply stated, our histories record
that for more than a century millions
upon millions of Canadians and Ameri-
cans have known one another, liked
one another, and trusted one another.

Canadians are not capable of living
in isolation from you any more than we
are desirous of doing so. We have
benefited from your stimulus; we have
profited from your vitality.

Throughout your history, you have
been inspired by a remarkably large
number of gifted leaders who have dis-
played stunning foresight, oftimes in
the face of then popular sentiments. In
this city which bears his name, on the
anniversary of his birthday, George
Washington’s words bear repeating. In

a message familiar to all of you in this
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Canada’s Prime Minister, Pierre
Elliott Trudeau, addresses a joint
session of the United States Congress
in Washington on February 22. U.S.
Vice-President, Walter Mondale, 'is
behind Mr. Trudeau.

chamber, he said: “‘It is of infinite
moment that you should properly esti-
mate the immense value of your na-
tional union to your collective and in-

dividual happiness.”’

Washington remembered

At a moment in the history of mankind
when men and women cannot escape
from the knowledge that the only hope
for humanity is the willingness of
peoples of differing complexions and
cultures and beliefs to live peaceably
together, you have not forsaken
Washington’s high standards. You have
chosen to declare your belief in the
protection of minorities, in the richness
of diversity, in the necessity of ac-
commodation. You have contributed
new fibre to that seamless fabric we




