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which will be very valuable to the small shippers in the
coast district. A great deal of prospecting and developing
has been carried on during the year, and a large number
of transfers have been effected. American capital has en-
tered the field in larger volume than ever, and most of
the development work is being carried on by their engi-
neers.

The lumber industry has had an active year, although -
prices were not always very remunerative, The large
crops on the prairies in 1915 were directly responsible for
the bulk of the demand, and in the shingle industry the
American demand was particularly heavy. There was con-
siderable hesitancy created by the shortened crops in Mani-
toba and Saskatchewan in 1916, but those markets have
since recovered. On the other hand the interior mills are
loaded with orders for Alberta points on account of the
large crops in that province, particularly for Southern
Alberta.

The most notable improvement however has occurred
in the logging end of the industry. Here actual records
have been made. The exportation of logs having been
permitted by statute a large number of booms were towed
to Puget Sound mills during the first half of the year, but
for the second half of the year local mills took most of the
cut. The monthly scale of logs by the Forestry department
shows a gain of between 40 and 50 per cent over the cor-
responding period last year. The manufacture of pulp and
paper has also made notable advancements. The Powell
River company worked to maximum capacity all during the
year. The B. C. Sulphite plant at Mill Creek has doubled
its capacity for the output of pulp. The Swanson Bay
plant has been taken over by the Empire Pulp Company,
a New York syndicate, and was lately put into operation.
The Pacific Mills plant at Ocean Falls are spending mil-
lions of dollars in equipping a modern paper mill, which
will be turning out newsprint during the year. The Quat-
sino pulp limit on Vancouver Island has also been ac-
quired by outside interests who are developing the prop-
erty with the intention of manufacturing pulp.

Agriculture experienced a less satisfactory year than
in 1915. Hay and the potato crop on the coast suffered
from a wet season, although the yield of vegetables was
greater. General field crops in the interior were satis-
factory. The fruit crops were spotted. Some districts were
adversely affected by frost, while others yielded abundant-
ly. The marketing of fruit was unusually successful.
High prices prevailed, and the growers have advanced de-
cidedly in the manner of their packing of fruits. Con-
sumers of British Columbia fruit have offered little com-
plaint, which is a happy contrast when compared with
other years.

During the year Prince Rupert has taken the place of -
Seattle as the centre of the halibut industry of the Pacific
Coast. American fishermen have in large numbers been
outfitting from and taking their catches to Prince Rupert:
on account of its closer proximity to the halibut banks.
The salmon pack for 1916 was 995,065 cases as against
1,133,381 the year previous. The sockeye pack was a dis+
tinct disappointment. The Fraser River packed only
27,394 cases—very much the lowest ever recorded. Prices
for canned salmon are so high, however, that every kind of ©
salmon was packed last year. For instance, last year 240,
201 cases of chums were packed. They were never thought i
worth while packing before.

With all the Provincial basic industries in healthy and
thriving condition there is some sound basis for the be-
lief that reasonable progress will ensue during the year"ﬁ
1917. All the machine shops and iron works that are ca-
pable of turning out shells are fully employed. Three =
8,800-ton steel steamers are being constructed at Vancou-
ver for Norwegian interests, and it is likely that the in- =
dustry will be made permanent. Shipping throughout the
year has been very active. Figures are not available, dué =

(Continued on Page 10)

=

SRR S SR RS S L

FOTRRp B




