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HIE name of Mary CarPen-
ter is not s0 weii knowu
in our day as that of
Florence Nightingale, of

Elizabeth Fry, or ofTsome o! the other lead-
ers lun great minoements,
yet if bas a place lu the

Caunais of notable wo-
men of the iast century.

Miss Carpeuter was one o! the first f0 take
an active Inferest lu fthe uplift of unforfun-
afe cbiidren, a duty uow recognized by al
civilied communities. More and more Is
Society coucerning Ifself wif b thbe cbiidren
wbo fbrough bad environment, lack of pro-
per traiuing, or some inherifed evil have
Ilttle cbance o! growing f0 be useful and
respectable citizens. The Idea, bas developed
lu reform and industrial scbools, sett le-
ment work, juveuile courts for fthe trial o!
Young offenders witb probation officers f0

take them lu band and try f0 lead them
away f rom the dowuward course, play-
grounds f0 keep the cbiidreu of the crowcled
districts off ftxe streets. Canada bas fewer
sociological problemns than older countries,
but even lu Caniadian cities there is ueed
for a beiping baud for childreu wbo would
otberwise not get their cbance.

About tbe middle o! the ueteentb cen-
tury in Engiaud a feeling of sympatby grew
up for childreu of tbe vagrant classes, aud
attention was turned f0 the question of
their reformation. As eariy as 1788 a re-
formatory movement bad beguu uuder the
auspices of a pbilantbropic, society wbicb
esfabiished a sort o! farm-scbool, ou fixe
famiiy 'systere, wbere childilen couid be
frained, but for fifty years afterwards very
lltf le was doue on reform lines- Tbeu Miss
Mary Carpeniter, a mistress lu a scbool for

she determiued to make it the special ob-
ject of ber life to obtain for tbem the edu-
cation and training wbicb would fît tbem
to belp themeselves.

Mary Carpenter was the daughter of Dr.
Lant Carpenter, a theological writer, min-
ister, and teacher. Sbe was born ln April,
1807, at Exeter, Engiand. In the matter of
education, wbich was under the father's
superintendence, Mary and ber sisters
shared with their brothers lni a wider range
of subjects than were usually considered
necessary for girls. Dr. Carpenter, fIudfing
bis bealth failing, gave up. bis work of
teacbing, and Mrs. Carpenter 'and ber three
daugbters decIded to commence a school
for young ladies, lu order to eke out the
diminIsbed iucome of the famiiy. The sis-
fers went to Paris for a few mntha to
Improve their French, the sebool was opeued,
and It proved very successful. Not only
were what was tben termed the genteel
'1female accomplisbments" taught, but aise
the classice and mathematies; aud train-
lflg was also given in needlcwork and other
useful handlcrafts.

Âfter devoting mauy years of ber life to
training girls of the bigher classes of society,
miss Carpenter took in band the educatiofr
of a very different sort of pupils- She en-,
tered into the spIrIt of the movement with
enthusiasm. She feit keenly tbat it was nlot
the fault of the vagrant chiidren that they
were depraved, but that their depravity
ivas owing to neglect, their baviug wortb-
less parents or no parents at ail, and the
lack of example or inceutive to do better.
Le! t to themselves, there was nothiug be-
fore them but a life of degradation, perhaps
of crime. It was the duty of society, Miss
Carpenter beld, to give these chiidren tbe
education and chance to improve their posl-
tion, wbicb as the rising generation Iu a
civllzed and Christian commuuity tbey had
a rigbt to dlaim. Publie Interest lu the re-
formatory mnovement waxed strouger. Miss
Carpenter gave evideuce before a Parlia-
mentary Committee appoiuted to luquire Iu-
f0 the coudition of destitute chiidxreu amoug
the criminal classes. She published ln 1853
a book ou "Juveuile Delluquents: Their Con-
dition aud Treatmenf." The adjectives in
the titie of another book writteu by ber two
or three years previously are sigulficaut:
"Reformatory Scbools for the Childreu o!
the Perisbing aud Dangerous Classes." In
1854 an Act was passed by Parliameut for
fihe better care and reformation of juvenile
offenders in Great Britain.

One o! the friends wbom Miss Carpeuter

but were received into the society of re-
spectable peope" The Red Lodge Re-
formafory bad about seveuty lumates at a
time, remainIng for different periods. They
clid uot ail furu out well, but the great
majority were reaily reformed.

Iu 1866 Miss Carpenter mat.a, a visit to
Indla, and was, astonisbed to receive, the
day after ber arrivai lu Bombay, a copy of
Instructions issued by tbe Government to
tbe beads of departments, requesting them
to furuisx ber wlth ail possible Information
lu regard f0 educat ion geuerally and to
youtbfui aud otber reformatories, aud t0
afford ber every facility for visiting and In-
specfIng Institutions. His Excelleucy-in-
Council, the Instructions weut on f0 state,
iooked forward f0 Miss Carpeuter's visit to.
Bombay as likely to be of great publie beue-
flt, by aidIng lu tbe solution of mauy prob-
lems, lu which India could learu, from the
resuits of Enropean inquiry. Miss Carpen-
ter received the communication wif h some
regret, as she had boped for a few mouths
of relaxation, but she felt that an opportuni-
ty so courteously given of studying fthe In-
stitutions of fthe country was uot fe be lost.
The education of women, the Importance of
wbich. was only begiuuing f0 be felt lu
India, was a subject, lu which she showed
mucix sympatby aud Interest. Affer ber re-
turu f0 England, Miss Carpenter was grant-
cd an interview by Her Majcsty Queen
Victoria, f0 show lIer Majesty's appreciation
of Miss Carpenter's labors and ber sym-
pathy for fthe womeu of ber great Indlan
Empire.

Iu 1868 Miss Carpeuter again went f0
Bombay, and offered ber services as Super-
intendent of the Bombay Normai Scbooi,
wbich bad been estabiished by the Indian
Governmeut

lu 1873 Miss Carpenter made a visit f0
Canada and fthe Uuited States. Bbc died at
Bristol lu 1877.
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