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this "Si centiic te "- lias 'yet to luarn. Wiitt a linrry it is
o'la gies u) the country on the single vague

t 5e Uevision of the Constitution ;" ladstone (almost on
the 'Pu, of the moment) on Il Honte Rule for Jreland ;"and,

if 1Se Were mn of larger calibre, there are soclld lad-
ýr ho wvotld go to, rie country on such ei 1uaily vag~ue
iSUe ,vau Ila is, in their ruutif flot in their hore

* ~ total prohibition, an eigh t-liours' day, bimuîallisi,
WOifl&n suffrage, paynient of inembers of Parlianent, one

",()0ne Vote, confiscation of land, volunîtary taxation, and so
'th~-anY reader of tie newspapers rnay fill out the list.

,ni its essence, then, whatî. is this Il New Spirit ? " We
SIJ Perhaps, find ils charac teris tics mnost clearly portrayedfI 9, branch~ of intellectual activity wbichi, by ntiiidy, is
eed eoutside the beaten tracks of humiti [rogress -in the

Iaelv. The novel, said the de Goriconrî, is contem
'.ar Ymoral lîistory. It is. And wlîat, is the charactur-

'Sti 0. teypical modemn novel ? When one spuaks of the
'Yical flloderti novel "l the tiLles titat risc to onie's nîind

irISPose, sncb as IlDodo," Il Trilby," Il VThe Hleaveniy
"A Yello, Aster" IlI Ideala," "lThe Picture of Dor-

'au G ray "l-lu whjclî we may add the nioderni draina, typified
fIn Ibsen and Pinero (Sardou is stili of an older school).

el', antd whaî i the essence of uliese ? Broidiy this :Clîris-
' 8fitY and the Sermon on the Mounit iniglît, su far as theyare COncermned, neyer have existed. The Il muuk "l and the
Polor lin spirit "l toi day are simply Il not in it." No ; ive

av travelled a long way from. Christianity.
spiit. the mode novel, too, and consequently to the ttew

8Prthe Comnunity is everythngi But, cttiiously enongh,
d tndivid ualis evrtbn ao.That is the crix of tie

tin f Tlîi IIbs evidently the age of comnunities t every-
bu,,,oi "y the coi-niuniîy -îtiat is, by the majority ;

theI.Cn nluiities are conîposed of idvduland, as b
oii exIstig inflnences of tie seventeenth and eigliteerîti

~fitUies "rigbît of private judgment " is a factor as
Yigh of 1leeled, low theuwishes of the individual and the

pro e e ntajority aet reconciied-hsite
Prot Inm wbîcb puzzles the new spirit. In the sixteentIî

tyIle probleni wvas solved bv lthe Church ;in theS6vefiteentii by the arisîocracey ; in -the eighteenth by the

Stl*Yin Ihis century we are stili discussing who* shalh
itThe Churc li as aone bv the board ; the aristoc-

eio, going ; the inajonity have iîeld swvay long~
ho"11 is toi decide now l

A1erýnd the questions lu be decided upon are no j-3ke.
18~ a tremendous inovenient aintmonogani

wrlItea ,ainyt
Inl the Westminster Review bas styled "ifeln

8.d age ac curse to civilization." Hie, apparently, wvould
houcahe W rsi system of biring a wife as one lîires a

owVte *rs.tIers by tbe hiaif-butndred have denouncud private
OwrhPof land -tough wiiy they should. denounce priVate

r8iîw hP Of land any more tItan privatu ownership of

Yi e Stock, swear by Il the State" whatever Il the State"l

Supl ' Tbey wouid have Ilthe State"I educalu, feed,
whl i'th books, pension, and ahl but keup alivu lthe

ioîh. fitunity, forcietting, apparently, tlîat Il the Stalu
'ep 119l but the conîmunity acting Ilîrougît its chose',

f ~~ai~ Su that in shoutiný for "l rumda 1(11.la
, otrthe f0  lniy by lthe bState," il is virtually

Ilu 119 orremedial action for the comnunîty by the coin-

Pobcin the last resort, alceans thtat the comînfiy
telej ov efor ils own food, slteiter, a.nd education --a

reaidefitd; popostion Althougli whal, th eaou

b 00en 5 b so shouting is thtat tbe few shahl pay for
eod1 8 eiter, and education, of the many--" the few"I

%il rofi5 Corse, the ricb. Tbougb why lie wiîo, by industrY
'w 0 'sOnaccu ulales a fortune should provide for those

ai1 Otge~ d Olence an d iniprovidence have flot, dous not
j7 e appear

Of th i 'ief tbe new spirit evinces ilself in the. anlagonism
'*orf d'vidual to the communiîy, nîucîî as long use of the

~8be to f01e wife : immediately lie thinks lie ouglit W0
ýt4e I l n id of bier and say s0, and says thatI thbe

ccd0 shO Id authorize himi lu do s0 The individital is toiO

tie ýîate to stuPid to acquire a competence b le tbiinks
ee8iOt hI ought, t give him art eighî-bours' ilay, and 10

itaore ln t the age of sixly, and says so. The individual
ellidren than lie can conveniently brirîg up and

educate bu tehink, 4'ite Statu " ouglît to Pav for tiit'i edu-
cation, their lunchieons, and thteir text-b i)oks Anîd tne
individual forgets all thu tinte îlîat il is the coininunity titi-

is, binîsulf and bis fellow citizens, flot lthe abstract '

tîtat pays. AtNt lxîL N

rjÇHE journals itîdulge iii sackclothtantd asiies ar-tic!es
upon the dying ont of the French pcpulation. flt he

census of 1886, the total excuss as cotnpared wiîb 1881, was
565,380 individuals. Jn lthe census takun for, thu, coi-t-us
ponding perîod of 1890, the increase was onlly 138,81.9.
IWlat a faîl is lucre, nt)y countrymen." And niote, irn luis

decreased increase are iricluded the resident strangers, who
bave îîo fuir to show thtuir Gallic neighibours, ltow rley obuy
the command to incruase and niultiply. Look on titis pic-
ture and on titis ; while the populatiotn of ail France oîîlv
au,, entpd by 138,819 during Il five years" Ilerîtiîîating
1896, thal for Great Britain and Ireland increased liv
131,320 individuals in Il tlîree monîbs," niol includitig th e
swarms of emigrants froni the bive. Ill other words,
Britain's inhahitants augmnit as mucit in ninety days end-
ing 3Oth June last, as do those uf France in tbe space of
five years. Thal's the unpalatabie and instructive compari-
son in a nutshuhl.

Thîis deplorable situation of France wilh continue tili
mnannets change. But titat ref 'orni is akin 10 expecting a
river to flow back ini its course, or landing tue Sisvpbiatî
stone on the summil of the hîill. Tue evil resîs withli te
ricb married couples, who wilfully remaîn sterile. The code
does flot puîîish that conspiration agaiîîst, nataiity, and the
slowhy descending augmentation attests that mtoral and pa-
trioîic considerations are of no eticacy. VThe othut- classes
say titat cltildren are *nl a luxury for the ricb the poor
dechitie to speculate in babies, VThe puel says, "111 faires
tie land, etc., wlien mni decay." The r'urals immiiigratu tu
tbe cities, to the great injury of morals and inannurs, and
the country districts cease to bu repeopied. For titis mmmi-
gmration, obligalory ntilitary service lias mc oase o
lthe country conscript, afler sumving thîrue years under tîte
1iag, six nionîlîs iii as îîaîîy diffuetînt cities, is rendered, on
being, disciîarged, utifilted foi, the work of famnii labour. liu
bas irubihted lthe lotve for exciteinent and amusement of lthe
towns. It is that saine niilitary obligation Ibal makes
Frenclimen whien îbey do enigi aIe lu avoid their own colont
ies and possessions. Legisiator Seigfrid, of Havre, itas pro-
claitned over anîd over a-'aintihal il was the repeal of the
law of prniogeniture thal einascuhated French uniigrat ioîî,
by taking away fron younger sons the incentive lu go
abroad and suek tieir fortune by hîand anti brain The ru-
vtsion of lthe constitution; lthe supatation of Clintch f romn
State ;the inakiîtg paupers of all persons sîained wiîlî Rotits-
childisn 1: the Russian Alliance, or lthe evacuatioti of Egypt
by tbe British, will nul prevent lthe population in leti years
froni crossing the linu of relative (lecrease lu positive
dwindliîtg. No League can rescue Frencht vitality fron ils
deslined doont, and whticlî is acceeratud uoving tu lthe sad
havoc rutade by the frightfui augmentation in the consump-
lion of absinthte.

As il, neyer rains but il pours, the sitorlage in nthbre-
venue returns for July lias been 41 million frs. And the
financial is more important and' irnmediate titan lthe popu-
lation difficully. Instead of boldly voling the ineoine tax
wibb a graduated poundage, tieGovenment inclines tu a policy
of makesbifts. Il is apparenlly fiirting willî tie project of bu-
coming tbe wbolesale and relail brandy dealer for lthe nation.
Faddists allege ltaI if the Stale took over the alcohol mono-
poly, as il does lucifer matches and the manufacture of
cigars, the annual revenue would mun up in a bound, like a
balioon, 33 pur cent. VThe Minister of Finance neyer ulters
a Betro Satanas lu the tempters, as if lthe nation was not
sufficienlly injured already by the passion for fire-waters.

Tbe impression here is that Li llung Tchang, whiie he-
ing paid every officiai respect as the represenlalive of a large
eînpire-lbough nul su "igreat"I as Japan-bas nul found
Lord Salisbury in any lîurry lu concede lthe deînand ft)r iii-
creased taxation of British imports, The prontise of contid-
ing the construction of warsbips lu Engiand, lus iomdship
dryly reminded Li, did nul relate lu bis deparîment, but lu)


