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Aveust 215t 1596, THE
this &«§ : . . .
i1 Smelnmﬁc age” has yet to learn. What a hurry it is
Pt oula, e - A
issue, R nger goes to Uhe‘cou'nbl),r‘ on the single vague
. s, evision of the Constitution ;” Gladstone (almoston
. gml of the moment) on * Home Rule for Ireland ;" and,
Y Were men of larger calibre, there are so-called ““lead-
sw 0 would go to the country on such equally vague
—Vague, that is, in their results, if not in their theories

ers b1
183ue;

—~as N ; ) ; .
- total prohibition, an eight-hours’ day, bimetallism,

m‘:;zges}‘ﬁ'mge, payment of members of Pnrli.a,meub, one
orth vote, confiscation of land, voluntary taxation, and so
I\‘?j“y reader of the newspapers may fill out the list.

shal] n lts}s; essence, Fhen, what 15 t.his “ New Spirit 17 We
in &’ Eer aps, ﬁnfi its charactems_tl_cs most clearly portrayed
eemedranc,h of intellectual activity which, by muny, is
Nove] na,outﬂde the beaten tracks of human progress —in the
Porary mmély. _The novel, said the de Gonhcourt, is contem-
istic op t)}?la.l h}sbory. It is. A’nd what is the character-
“ typical € typical modern novel When one speaks of the
6, T o modern novel ” the titles t}mb rise to one’s mind
Twing » BPOSG, such as “ Dodo,” ¢ Trilby,” “ The Heavenly
ian Gr,a, ”A Yellox'v Aster ” ¢ Ideala,” “ The Picture of Dor-
in Ibse};l —to which we may add the modern drama, typitied
el ang and Pinero (Sardou is still of an older school).
ti&nit’;y A (;Vha,t 1s the essence of these ! 'Broa,dly this : Chris-
are 00nceﬂ the Sermon on the.Mounb might, so far as they
4 oot § meq,‘ngver have existed. The *“meek ” and the
havg ¢ 0 8pirit ” to day are simply “mnot init.” Noj; we
ravelled a long way from Christianity.
8piriy, (t);hthe modem} noyel, too, a.pd consoquenb_ly to the new
N ir;divf?dCOmr}lunlty is everything  But, curiously enough,
difﬁcult, ldual Is everything also. That is the crux of the
ing isv“ ‘ Tli}s is evidently the age of communities : every-
Uty ag ¢ run by the community -~that s, by the majority ;
the Btill_gn-m].mnt'.les are composed of individuals, upd, as by
BNty piey X;‘f»tlttfg influences (_)f the ..seventeent;h ;'md eighteenth
unce, 1€ “ right of private judgment 7 is a factor as
i o ltcelled, }fov&" the wishes of the indlwdual' an_d the
Pro jep, € majority are to be {'econci]ed—thls' 15 the
century t\}?v ich puzzles the new spirt. In the sixteenth
sevemeent’}e problem was solved by the Church ; in the
Wajority . \ by ‘the aristocracy ; in the elght;.eenth by the
Bettle iﬁy’ 10 this century we are still discussing who shall
The Church has gone by the board; the aristoc-
Shoug}, . st going ; the majority have held sway long
o1 who s to decide now ¢

Thepe od the questions to be decided upon are no joke.

Write, 'S & tremendous movement against monogamy A
! the Westminster Review has styled life-long

Voeat, a curse to civilization.” He, apparently, fvou)d
hoyge th.e Persian system of hiring a wife as one hires a
Writers by the haif-hundred have denounced private
land —though why they should denounce private
land any more than private ownership of
o » they have not yet shown Writers by the
g, Would swear by « the State,” whatever * the State”
They wouid have *the State” educate, feed,
books, pension, and all but keep alive the

b

m&rriages »

¥ho
18 Do:h(;?lmmunity) forgetting, apparently, that ¢ the State
r?Preaentg Put the community acting through its chosen
atives Ko that in shouting for remedial legisla-
the community by “the State,” it is virtually
Unijt, g\ Or remedial action for the community by the com-
Bh*"ll r Which, in the last resort, means that the community
aelf‘ﬂvid((:‘”de for its own food, shelter, and education- -a
the & me:fls Proposition. Although what the demagogue
9 fo ¥ s0 shouting is that the few shall pay for
; Shelter, and education of the many—* the few”
an, mvic?urse, the rich. Though why he who, by industry
ho, y ?mn’ accumulates a fortune should provide for those
o Indolence ppq improvidence have not, does not
n br.a‘ppeﬂul‘. .

of the ; }e_f the new spirit evinces itself in the. antagonism
Ual to the community, much as long use of the
Unig N t‘}’l‘lmcy ’i may seem to have apotheosized the com-
%“ows tiregq © detriment, of the individual. The individual
o o of one wife : immediately he thinks he ought to
ing ? Ehouigdet rid of her and say so, and says that the
Oleny or 8thorize him to do so  The individual is t00

® State »00 stupid to acquire a competence : he thinks
00 him, ﬂ(;\lghb to give him an eight-hours’ dz?y, f‘m'd t(l)
Morg Child the age of sixty, and says so. The individua
S *en than he can conveniently bring up and
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educate : he thinks  the State” ought to pay for their edu-
cation, their luncheons, and their text-books And the
individual forgets all the time that it is the community—that
is, himself and his fellow citizens, not the abstract ¢ State,”
that pays. Awxorp Havrnrais,

w0 %

Parisian  Affairs.

THE journals indulge in sackcloth-and ashes articies

upon the dying out of the French pcpulation. In the
census of 1886, the total excess as compared with 1881, was
565,380 individuals. In the census taken for the corres-
ponding period of 1896, the increase was only 138,819,
““ What a fall is there, my countrymen.” And note, in this
decreased increase are included the resident strangers, who
have no fear to show their Gallic neighbours, how they obey
the command to increase and multiply. Look on this pic-
ture and on this; while the population of all France only
augmented by 138,819 during “five years” terminating
1896, that for Great Britain and Ireland increased by
131,320 individuals in ¢ three months,” not including the
swarms of emigrants from the hive. In other words,
Britain’s inhabitants augment as much in ninety days end-
ing 30th June last, as do those of France in the space of
five years. That’s the unpalatabie and instructive compari-
son in a nutshell.

This deplorable situation of France will continue till
manners change. But that reform is akin to expecting a
river to flow back in its course, or landing the Sisyphian
stone on the summit of the hill. The evil rests with the
rich married couples, who wilfully remain sterile. The code
does not punish that congpiration against natality, and the
slowly descending augmentation attests that moral and pa-
triotic considerations are of no efficacy. The other classes
say that children are only a luxury for the rich ; the poor
decline to speculate in babies. The poet says, “ Il fares
the land, etc., when men decay.” The vurals immigrate to
the cities, to the great injury of morals and manners, and
the country districts cease to be repeopled. For this immi-
gration, obligatory military service has much to answer for ;
the country conscript, after serving three years under the
flag, six months in as many different cities, is rendered, on
being discharged, unfitted for the work of farm labour ; he
has imbibed the love for excitement and amusement of the
towns. It is that same military obligation that makes
Frenchmen when they do emigrate to avoid their own colon-
ies and possessions. Legislator Seigfrid, of Havre, has pro-
claimed over and over again that it was the repeal of the
law of primogeniture that emasculated French emigration,
by taking away from younger sons the incentive to go
abroad and seek their fortune by hand and brain  The re-
vision of the constitution; the separation of Church from
State ; the making paupers of all persons stained with Roths-
childism ; the Russian Alliance, or the evacuation of Egypt
by the British, will not prevent the population in ten years
from crossing the line of relative decrease to positive
dwindling. No League can rescue French vitality from its
destined doom, and which is accelerated owing to the sad
havoc made by the frightful augmentation in the consump-
tion of absinthe.

As it never rains but it pours, the shortage in ‘the re-
venue returns for July has been 4§ million frs. And the
financial is more important and immediate than the popu-
lation difficulty. Instead of boldly voting the income tax
with agraduated poundage, the Governmentinclines to a poliey
of makeshifts. Tt is apparently flirting with the project of be-
coming the wholesale and retail brandy dealer for the nation.
Faddists allege that if the State took over the alcohol mono-
poly, as it does lucifer matches and the manufacture of
cigars, the annual revenue would run up in a bound, like a
balloon, 33 per cent. The Minister of Finance never utters
a Retro Satanas to the tempters, as if the nation was not
sufficiently injured already by the passion for fire-waters.

The impression here is that Li Hung Tchang, while be-
ing paid every official respect as the representative of a large
empire—though not so “great” as Japan—has not found
Lord Salisbury in any hurry to concede the demand for in-
creased taxation of British imports. The promise of confd-
ing the construction of warships to 'Eugland, his lordship
dryly reminded Li, did not relate to his department, but to



