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Carthy’s ‘“happlest hours are those which
he speads at the Remington type-writer,
especially if the work he is engaged in
be fietion.” He knows four or live lan-
guages and can read Greek as fluently as
Mr. Gladstone himself. He 1s a fastidious
writer and likes time, though he is capable
of writing sweetly and well under pressure.

The book publishers of Boston enter-
tained several -hundred guests at an
“authors’ and publishers’ luncheon’’ at the
“Vendome’” In that city recenily.

Mr. Houghton, of Houghton, Mitflin and
Co., made the address of welcome and intro-
du-ed Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes who made
a pleasant speech in reply, and closed by
reading the following verses, which he said
were not in existence before 10:50 o’clock
on that day:

Teacher of teachers, yours the task,
Noblest that noble minds can ask,
Higl up Aonia’s murmurous mount,
To watch, to guard the sacred fount
That feeds the stream below;

To gulde the hurrying flood that fills

A thousand silvery rippling rills
In ever-widening flow.

Rich js the harvest from the flelds

That boumteous nature kindly yields;

But fairer growths enrich the solil,

Plowed deep by thought and wearied
toll

In learning’s broad domain,

And where the leaves, the flowers, the
fruits,

Without your watching at the roots,

To fill each branching plain?

Welcome! the author’s firmest friends,
Your voice the surest good deed lends,
Of you the growing mind demands
The patient care, the guiding hands,
Through all the mists of morn.

You knowing well the future’s need,
Your prescient wisdom sows the seed,
To fire the years unborn.
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READINGS FROM CURRENT
LITERATURE.

‘80 SHORT THE TIME. ”

‘8o short the time!
undone !’ -
Frets my impatient heart.
Hush ! for with God’s time.
begun,
To end is not my part.
Perfect, or broken, s not mine to say;
I can but do my best
Untg the Master bids: “ Leave work to-
ay :
For new work and for rest.”
Rest he will give, and labor will he give
in that day as in this,
For Lite is both, and on through Death
we live .
And love and nothing miss.
Blanche Atkinson, in Good Words.

So much to leave

Though I've

TREE WORSHIP IN EUROPE.

Even in the midst of our own strug-
gling civilization we shall not look In
vain for obvious traces of this earliest and
erudest form of tree worship, where the
ghost itself is actually supposed to in-
habit the branches of the sacred pine or
the ancestral poplar. “ The peasant folk
lore of Europe,” says Tylor, “ still knows
of willows that bleed and weep and speak
when hewn; of the fairy malden that sits
within the fir tree; of that old tree in
Rugaard forest that must not be felleq,
for an elf dwells within; of that old tree
on the Heinzenberg near Zell, which ut-
tered its cowplaint when the woodman rurn
1t down, for in it was Our Lady, whose
chapel now stands upon the spot. One
may still look on where Franconjian dam-
sele go to a tree on St. Thomas’s day,
knock thrice solemnly, and listen for the
indwelling spirit to give answer by raps
from within what, manner of husbaunds
they are to have. These cases iall at onee
into places if we recollect that elves and
fajries are mere minor varieties of ances-
tral spirits, and that Our Lady often re-
places for modern votaries the older and
pre-Christian divinities of very ancient or-
igin.—¥'rom Ghost Worship and Tree
Worsiip, by Grant Allen, in The Popu-
lar Scjence Monthly for March.

RAILWAY SIGNALMEN.,

In consideration of the fact that so
great a proportion Qf railway accidents
have been occasioned by errors in making
or in reading signals, 1t is clear that too
much attention ean hardly be paid to
this department of rallway management.
Our readers will therefore excuse anothe
reference to a wubject, well worn indeed
but unhappily never trite. Three weeks ago
while discussing the Thirsk accident we
suggested the -adoption of some system
that would obviate as far as possible the
necessity of depending for security of llfe
and limb upon the limited and wvariable
capacity ol any railway servant. Aun in-
cident which occurred the other day near
Wakefield, is worth noting in this connec-
tion. In thls case a signalman, apparently
in bis usual health and on duty, died sud-
denly, the fact being only discovered when
inquiry was made as to why his signals
were not working. Of course it is lmpos-
sible, by the most perfect method, to ob-
tain absolute immunity from the risk of
accident. We are also pleased to note the
great gkill and energy which has been ex-
pended by railway companles upon thls
part of their organisation, and the large
measure of success which has rewarded
their efforts. Not even these considerations,
however, can diminigh the pressing neces-
sity for further lmprovements which are
suggested by the Incident above mention-
ed. In particualr we would again direct
attention to the advantages connected
with a system of interlocking signals. Such
a system, controlled by eleetricity and cap-
able of acting only in obedience to that
control, 18 now, we understand, in action
upon some lines. It by no means does away
with the labour of signalmen, but it great-
ly diminishes It8 anxious responsibility.
We should therfore welcome its more gener-
al introduction. Such a reform, combined




