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made to enforce it, liquor will be
sold openly in the public rooms at
hotels and taverns. If the public sale be
suppressed, the traffic, whatever there is of
it, will be carried on in secret places and by
people who have not much regard for law of
any kind. The quality of the stufi sold,
under such circumstances, always deterior-
ates. In smuggling into a county the con-
traband article, it will be put up in the
most concentrated form ; and we need not
say that form is spirit, unreduced by water.
The water will be added afterward. The
rule of smuggling is that very bulky articles
which cannot be hid away do not enter the
list of contrabands which the smuggler
selects in plying his trade ; and for the same
reason beer, which carries its own water and
cannot be separated fron it, is too bulky to
behidden. The drinks will therefore be
changed, and the change cannot be for the
better. There will probably be, we predict,
three changes : the drinks will be changed,
the dispensors of them wil be changed ; the
places where they are drunk will be
changed; and every one of these changes
in likely to be for the worse.

It may be that the difficulty of getting
drink will counterbalance this trinity of evil,
and that a balance of good results will stand
at the credit of the Scott Act. This is the
one chance of its diminishing the consump-
tion of drinks. But to leave a balance of
good result to the credit of the Scott Act,
the diminution of the quantity would have to
be very great; for secret drinking and
the drinking of bad liquor, of spirit in any
form, habitually, are nearly always attended
with bad results. Secret drinking is not
under the necessity of putting much restraint
on itself ; what is unseen is unknown, and
the undivulged does not bring open disgrace.
The habitual drinking of bad spirits is a fatal
practice, which destroys energy, courage,
will and life itself. Excessive use of spirits,
even il pure, has bad results. The open
drinking of light wine, all experience shows,
is attended with very little evil ; as between
the secret drinking of bad spirits and tho
open drinking of light wine, the choice is
easily made.

The Scott Act bas in nost cases been
carried by large majorities ; and where this
happens it is fair to conclude that there is
not any very strong current of public opinion
against it. These conditions appear to be
favorable to a strict enforcenent of the law.
But it is not impossible that under the
smooth surface of appearances there is a
stratum of opinion which does not reach the
public eye. If there is very little active op-
position to the enactment of the law, it does
not follow that there may not be a strong
passive resistance to its enforcement. The
working of the ballot shows what a strong
element of moral cowardice there is in the
community ; people will do in the secret of
the ballot box what they never would think
of doing under the eyes of their follow-nen.
There are many who will not even apper to
oppose the Scott Act and who Yet wish to
see it defeated in the execution. Others are

apathetic when the eloction takes place, but

are not in favor of the law, the organization,
the speaking, the drumnming Up of voters,

al the activities to which the agitation have
given birth are an the side of the Scott Act.
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