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ANENCEPHALUS.

Uv GEouGEr LLI10TT1, M.D., ToIZONTO.

Miss M. C., domestic, first presciîtcd hierseif for cxarnination as
to pregnancy. ii ïMay, 18.97, stating slie had misscd onc menstrua-
tion period, and that shc wvould bc pleased to le rcturned to heri
normal condition. Shie %vas counisellcd to proceed to full tern,
wvhich ad'vice shec very juiciously folloved. After pursuing lier
domcstic duties up to the middle of December, shie rem-oovcd to a
maternity home, whiere slie was delivered of an anenicephiahic
monster on January I7th, 1898. Labor liad been in progyrcss fully
twvetîty-tour* hours before shie inforined the nurse of lier condition,
and even after the rupture of the membranes and subsequent flow
of waters, slie liad not thouglit fit to inform the attendant of the
fact. It %vas only whlen the naitis hperitne savere -that the nurse
wvas instructed to caîl the physician. Abdominal palpation wvas
first practised, and information gainied that no solid body such as
the head could be felt. On passing the finger into the vagina it
frst impinged on a knee, %vilîi proved to be the righlt one. Fur-
ther up and backwards, the left was next feit, and proceeding in
the examination, the heels %vere found in close contact with the
buttocks. The diagnosis revealed that the abdomen of the foetus
wvas lyiîig behind the left groin, and on passing the examining
finger in this direction a soft piece of tissue wvas felt, wvhich imparted
sensation to the finger as thoughi it %vere a piece of placenta. It
wvas thought this might be the case, as there wvas considerable
hemorrhage, more, in fact, than thie attending physician had ever
before experienced in normal labors. A pQrtion of the cord could-
be felt far back, and, as there xvas no pulsation, the patient and
nurse wvere advised to, expect a still-birth. The feet wvere liberated
andi broughit without the vulva, then the hands %vere palpated Iying
in either groin. They seemed rather large, but no suspicion
aroused as to the truc nature of the case. The buttocks were quite
large, and occupied a good deal of time in their passage. After
the birth of the buttocks, the whole foetus wvas immediately
expelled, wvhen it ivas noticed that the product of conception %vas a
" frog " fetus-an anencephahic monster. There wvas a defect in
closure of the abdomen around the umibilicus to the extent of two
by thlree inches, which accounted for the peculiar body f cit byI th e
.examining finger behind the left groin. There wvas also, double
.talipes varus.
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