‘.:_v’t.ilﬁé'prrséing.heav_ll'y‘ po ﬂb}l’m
“Jeave the work, be, 'was yet abletop
otighiot with the alacrity of former ye

ustomed seat: 10 the;bankin
t N our. digression, - “A’
- gentleman, somewhit past the prime of hfe, but
- of i{hendsome and prejoisessing appearance, de-
ed from*the carriage, and.entered 1nto con-
he banker. respecting bis accounts
: mer;accépting an imvita:

<y LRt el i
‘the following evening at Clapham,.
""Macdonald rurahsed in"a" style of

elegani Emplicity. .
.+ ¢ By the way, before we part,’
" banker, returning with wnterest the warm..grasp
" of Ins friead’s hand, ¢I want to enlist'jour sym-
* patbtes in behalt of an amiable and acgomplished
young friend of wmine, who will shortly be in
quest of a situation as governess. I felt a great
interest for her when I first saw her, becacse she
is of Scotch extraction. Her storyis a longer
‘one than I can tell you at present; sulfice it to
“sayj that through’ nobly attending the last mo-
menfs of a chid she was educating, when its
own relations bad fled from the infectious room,
any really lovely ‘young friend bas lost her
beauty : the trace of the hideous small-pox will
always rest on the countenacce of poor Miss
Douglas.’ _ '
- ¢ Of whom do you speak ?* exclaimed hus friend
who was none other, gentle reader, then Sir
Godfrey Harcourt. ¢ My good sir, be quick,
téll me, is the name of the lady to whom you
allude Flora Douglas 7—if so, I have searched
for lier oany-months ‘without avail.’
~ ¢Certainly 1t is; replied Mr. Macdonald,
much sorprised at the effect bis announcement
had made on tte baronet, whose bhand sbook
within his own, whilst a moisture was percepti-
ble ‘1n ‘his eyes; ‘Right glad am I, too, to
bave found a firiend for her; and as she is to
spend a week with us at Clapham, and will be
with us to-morrow, you can meet oue whoit ap-
pears is an old protegee at my house.’

s Poor Flora !’ repeated the baronet, witha
deep sigh, adding, *I cannot wait till to-marraovw,
my good friend, I must see her at omce—this
very might, I will tell you a secret, Macdonald.
Had she been of a less truly noble character,
Flora Douglas would long since have been Lady
Harcourt, the beauufal and beloved mistress of
the Elns. I must see her this very night.
¢ My good friend,’ repled the banker, ! you
will not see her to-night; she 1s located in a
family 10 whose presence you would scarcely
like.to meet her. Tuey bave doue their best to
make her happy lately, but what of that? Its
because they disregarded the - first social duty
that my poor young friend has so bitterly suffer-
ed, Now lsten to me,’ he repeated, seeing that
Sir Godfrey was about te mterrupt hun; ' you
will meel me here to-morrow, and we wil drive
over to Clapbam ; but you must prepare for a
fearful alteration, if, like me, you ever saw the
face of Flora Douglas ere it was disfigured by
that ternble malady.’ v

Sir Godfrey was too much overcome to speak,
except to yield assent to the good hanker’s pro-
posals, and to promise to be with him on the af-

',’v“;é:;l:il':;é‘d_' the

alth mantléd: her-.chi
eye tears, and. lier expresiiv
‘{enance said.more than 1ongue. . could stter; ‘but.

gtbers whilst-he was at:all able: | bef ey . : 2
sanking-:| 0ld; and then, Ecarcely conscious of the action,.
‘| shie sought the reflection of her own countenance.

| the’ April sunshine—has (ed away.” Seme years

|'she” continued, °contrast this plain, old face,

before her eyes she 'bebeld herselt as she was

in the glass which was suspended aver tlie'mantel
shelf 'against “which she leaned. ‘Then gaz-
ing steadfastly in the face of Sir Godirey,she s 1d,

‘There was. a_tiine, best of friends, when I
was considered largely endowed with the perisb-
able gift of benuty ; siuce last you saw me, the
dacgerous gift—evanescent; Sir Godfrey, as is

too, bave passed, and the bloomiog girl 1s now a
thoughiful woman, over haose  head.some six-
. bave passed. Look at.me,

and-twenty years

marked ahke by the trace of sickoess and of
trial, and remewmber that it 1 nog to the Flora-of
former days that you now make so noble an
offer.  Ab,no? I sbould wrong you by accepl-
ing it, when there are the young and the beaun-
ful to make you happy.’ N :

« But, Fiora,’ rephed the baronet, ¢ mistake
me pot ; think not that it was for the passiug
gitt of beauty that T claimed you for my bride ;
ah,no ! I sought an intelligent companion, 2
good and virtuous woman, and such 1 find in
you. Itake no depil’ he added, seeing she
was about to speak ; ¢ I have already written to
Lady Harcourt, and ere tbree days have elapsed
if Miss Macdonald will consent kindly to bear
you company, we will leave Loudon for -the
Elms.’

Whai more could Flora say? The baronet
had met her at all poiuts, and the pressure of the
band which be held in his own, and the grateful
expression of Flora’s countenance, said as
clearly as words could speak that he wasaccepled.

Happily was that evening passéd at the Lodge.
Miss Elnor, ot course, consenting to accompany
Fiora to the Elms, and the good old banker
himself accepting an 1nvitation to acertain event
which would inevitably take place before the en-
sung Advent.
All was yet mystery to Flora as to how her
character had been cleared from the dark suspi-
cions which the malignity of Inez bad contrived
to throw around it; butsbe bad to exercise pa-

tience as to this point ull she saw Sir Gadfrey
alone. She felr, however, supremely happy, and
when she stood before her glass ere she retred
to rest, she thus solloquized~—

<My fleeting, perisbable beauty has faded
away—1t 1s as if 1t had never, never been, save
to sbow me that I was not loved for the transi-
tory gift, aad how a wreck may be made of " wo-
man’s hife it she prizes it too dearly. Be it my
task daily to wncrease its virtue, to thauk God
who bas accepted as a sacrince of love that
beauty wiich I once, perbaps, too highly trea-
sured, to deck my now plain and howely counte~
paoce 1o smiles, that 1 may show to all mankind
that 2 cheerful heart beats beceath the unadorn-
ed casket.’

Tuus speaking, Flora torew herself on her
knees, and oftered to God the incense of a grate-
tul and a loving heart.

CHAPTER XXIL

‘| bidving the catbedral roofed in. For the purpose of

ject.—1 bave the honor o be, my Lord, Lour most

d turies [of, misrule, - intolerence,
and oppression followed, and when'the rigor'of “the
ponal~laiwa~was “relaxed the Ostholics of ‘tho Dio -
©ees.of -thu. Primate of Irelund liad nova'sidgle church
or ¢hapel ia which théy coald worship -tud sccord-
ipg-to-.the - dictates of their conscience.’ Hamble
‘chapels were built more like barns than Christian
temyles, and one of these old structures had to be.
uged ap the cathedral of the Primacy’ of "the Irish
Chutch; Socon after the consecration of - the Most
Reverend Dr. Crolly, that illustrious Prelate set
about:the work of erecting a great 'national gathe-
dral, and had obtained a imagnificent design- from
the late lamented Mr. Duff.- "Contributions flowed
in'from all parts-of Ireland ‘and from™ the Irish and
from their descendants, spread far and wide over
the globe. For a lime the work went on most pras-
perously, but famine and pestilenco visited and de-
cimated the people, and, a5 matter of necessity, all
idea of proceeding Wit :the cathedral had to bo
abandoped. - It remained for. years morc like a
charming ruin than 8 now 'buildiog. When the
country had partislly recovered trom the feartul ca-
lamities which it bud to endare, the Most Rev. Dr.
Dixon, the: present veneratéd and most beloved
Archbishop, determined on continuing the arduous
work, and by the greatest exertions succeeded in

10!
in

advsncing the works so far us to render the cbusch
fis for-public: worship, the Primate hag determined
on holding o grand bazaar in the cathedra), which
promises 1o be one of the greatest yet held in the
three kingdoms. His Holiness the Pope and the
Emperor and Empress of Austria have sent the
Archbishop most valunble gifts to be oflered as
prizes, and illustrious Irishmen in every part of the
world have admitted the claims, on the score of na-
tionality, "which Armagh bas, and responded most
generously .to the call which has been made upon
them. From every town :n the diocese of Armsgh
the people have presented costly prizes, and every
city and town in [reland, should foilow the exam-
ple. Applications are being made from all parts of
England, Scotlacd, Wales, America, Australia, and
the Colonies for tickets, and thoge w0 are at bome
should not be ousdone in advancivg the great work
which the Lord Primate has uncertaken. The por-
celain vases and the other preseats sent by the Em
peror and Empress of Austria ace of great value, and
worthy of the Lmpezial donors and of the object for
which they are intended —the completion of a great
monument erected at the place where St. Patrick
preached, and wbich should be & national cathe-
dral.~ Freeman's Journel, : -

Thé great bazaar in aid of the fands for compleling
the cew Oathedral of Armagh, will be held, God
willing, in the Oathedral, in June 1863, under the
high patroaage of our most Holy Fatber Pope Pius
the 0th, acd their Imperial und Apostolic Majesties,
the Emperor and Empress of Austria.

Tbo Most Rev. Dr. Dixon hes honoured with the
following letter from His Excellency, the Austrian
Ambhassador in London : —

Imperial Austrian Leggtion.
My Lord,—I am commanded to inform your Grace
thas their Imperial Mujesties the Emperor and Em-
preas of Austria have graciously consented to pro-
mote your exertions for the construction of a Cathe-
dral et Armagh, by countribnting to the bazaar
which is to be held there under your Grace's patron-
age; and bave arcordingly ordered several articles
from the Imperial royal munufsctory of porcelain at
Vienna, to be put at your disposal for the said ob-

obedient servant,
APPONTI.
His Grace The Archbishop of Armagh,
and Primate of lieland,

Norks o [reLaNp —Limeriek, Jan. 19.—The edu-
cational establishments in Limerick are on a very
oxtensive scale, They consist principally of the
schools of the OChristian Brothers, which are, of
course, iadependent of the National Board, the or-
dinary National Schools, the schools conducted by
the Sisters of Mercy, and the Model Schools. There
are also one or two schools tor the poorer classes of

ternoon of the lollowing day,

r'y -
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Early in the moraing our heroise arrived at
‘the pleasant abode of DMr. Macdonald, and was
received with affectionate warmth by his sister,
a lady of perbaps some five-and-fortly years of
age—an amiable spuster who led a sngle iife
from choice, and who bad always eolightened
and cheered the bomes of all those who were
fortunate enough occasionally to be able to lure
her from ber good brotier’s bachelor residence
as she laugaingly termed it.

 Miss Ehnor was beloved by all who knew
her ; with the very children whom she at times
gathered aronod her, she was like some tender
laughter-loving playmate ; to youth, a kind ad-
viser 5 to those of ber own age, a warm friend
and cheerful compamon; in a word, our old
maid was beloved alke by those who enjoyed
her mtercourse, whether sigle or married, and
could weep with the sorrowful and rejoice wita
the happy.

Flora bad only seen her ance, when, at the
wish of her brother, she kad paid ber a vusit at
Hampstead ; but the two ladies met now with
“the feelings of old friends,

.The September aftercoon was fast closig in-
when the sound of carriage wheels and the ring-
ing ot the house bell announced that ¥ir, Mac-
donald had arnved, _ ‘

" ‘The banker only entered, leavicg the diing-
Toom door opep, aad, standiug at the estrance,
Sir Godfrey scanned for 'a brief moment the
pale features of Flora, as she advanced with ex-
‘tended hand to meet bus friend.

¢ Alas ! how sadly aitered,” thought be, ¢ the
old smile, but so languid,—the eyes and bair and
features the same, yet sucha change ¥ But the
banker bas warmly welcomed Flora to the
Lodge, and now he adds— C -
“* ¢'T'hope T bave a pleasant surprise i store tor
you my dear Miss Douglasj come and meet an
old friend;’ he continued, drawing hisarm through
‘that of ‘the wondering Flora, and advancing to
meet Sir Godtrey,”
"“ Flora itood, or rathér leaned, for support, as
‘one transfixed ; she could not speak, hut a
‘bright smle overspréad her countenance, lending
‘to ity an'it were; some ray of her former beauty ;
“and. then, bursting into tears, she murmured forth
.thie words, ¢ Ob, Sir Godfrey this' moment does
‘mdeed repay we for much that I have ‘suffered,
+... Elinor. stood, by, moved, . but not amazed, as

Jher brother ; bad made, her his confidant § and |

-Sir.Godfrey, leading Flora aside, exclaimed,
..., ¢ Flora, it 18:to -my good friend Mr. Macdonald

~that:Lowe-the great;bappiness of;. ttis meeting

-with-yos, whom 1 have vawly: endeavored to
trace out: .:Now:1 may clam. the fulhtmeat of a
¢ romise, mad

-phas. the. sland

lander. been. cleased up. which led you
nfrom;the Eims, and. let, me yeplure to; hope that
' Bocept the

..... £ 4
s

gevery, onstacle  remuyed, you,will;
sroffer;Tithen made yOu.> iy il
‘i pdBithemost brallant. days;of beanly

were for ‘ever gone, Flora was pever more at
five thao io that moment ; the delicate fush

{yis

N
!

trac

| for we ‘cannot describe as well as you'can con-

| Al Saints at home. 'So, dear reader, we will

¢ 10 2, dark day of ; triul ; .long.since

‘| inéans réqaired for their support handed over-to

Ere the week had esapsed, the old mansion,
the Elms, rung with the cheering voices and light
laughter of happy bearts.

‘The hittle party bad arrived in good health,—
Elinor too bappy tobe of use n becomiog the
traveliing companion of Flora.

Lady Harcourt was uow broken down by age
and infirumty 3 her band visibly trembled and her
eyes filled wilh tears as she again pressed Flora
to her bosom  and for some time the efforts of our
herowe to sull ber reproaches of her own coo-
duct wese utterly rain. :
¢ Dearest Flora, you have had so much to suf-
fer, but try and forgive all for the sake of God-
trey. Al she added,* little iudeed did I think
that my own son was ihe cause of all you suf-
fered,’

¢Stop, I conjure you—not another word !’
replied Flora deeply moved ; ‘all is now over,
and ruppy days, 1 trust, in store, and a brnight
eveang of lite for your ladyship ; and one thing,
dear madam, you wmust not forget, she said,in a
tow voice, ¢ to pray that what Flora has lost in
beauty she may gain in virtae.)

¢ Dear chid,’ murmured her ladyship, ‘you
have inderd had moch to suffer; but a beauty
which will pever wither Will await you in the
kingdown of your Father.’

Well, there were grand doings at the Elms oo
the day of Sir Godirey’s puptials. The worthy
master of Raveusborue, now hecoming a very
old man, was amongst the guests ;. and one of
the bridesmaids was a prelty delicate cinld, whor,
Flora recogued wheo iotroduced 1o her as
Monjca Seywmnur. The chapel was fitted up
and decorated with voussal splendor, the ten-
antry were substantially regaled, and every heart
was made happy.

But you must imagne the rest, geatle reader ;

ceive. Alter the wedding was over, Sir God-
frey and Flora, now Lady Harcourt, left the
Elms for a short continental tour—a very shart
‘one, for they determined to keep the festival of

leave the good Sir Godfrey and our happy Flora,
‘who loved virtue fac more than beauty, and see
‘how Inez fared with a thoughtless evil hfe and
the gay warld 1o which ste moved. :

- - +(To be concluded in our nezt.) -

IRISE

Tap CATEEDRAL OF ArMacu. — In- Armagh St.
Patrick, the Patron of Ireland, erected his primatial
.chair; snd seus ‘his - disciples through :length and.
breddih of the land, and cousequently to the coun-
.tries beyond the 6ea ‘ _
deed up to a comparatively recent perlod, Armagh
was ot regarded as & mere city, but a ‘great'Chris-’
tiad #enire, where one of :the ‘earliest of the!western
‘gburches’got bicth.- Time passed on, and.at length
thestorm of* teligiona persecution raged, and the,
fair old city was ail bus laid waste, and  the igatita-’
tions erected for the refief of “the sick, the iged, and'
‘the deBtitite were lévailed- to ‘the’ earth,and tge
ithe,

INTELLIGENCE.

| ;. the

[ apoiler. '« The temples,of; the. old; faith. ghar

In the oldea time, and im-7}

Protestants, aud schools kept by the Jeauis for the
middle-class Romaa Catholics.

I1inquired of a leading tradesman in the town

whether, ag far as he could jndge, the lads educated

by the Qhristian Brothers were trustworthy and use-

fal. In reply he told me he invariably employed

boys from their schools, and that he found them
perticalarly suited to his trade ; that he could de-

pend implicitly on them; aod thet the education

they received made them far more eflicient than any

other boys he could select. He added, hewever,

thut the principal difficuity he experienced wa3 in

inducing them to remain in Ireland ; thst the know-

ledgoe they possessed impelled them to strive toim-

grove their condition, and-that generally they emi-

grated to America in the course of a few yeare. He

gave me ag an instance the case of & young man

who had recently left him, baving for iwo or tlree

years acted as hig foreman. He went to New York
8 little more than twelve months previously, and he
had slready seat home money to pay for the outfic
snd passage there of his two sisters.

Such, indeed, ssems to be & very usual effect of su--
perior education in this country, snd perhaps it may

prove & safety-valve by which a vast mass of super-
fluous intellectual steam msy be got rid of; yet it
can scarcely be gatistactory to us to fiad that the:
only resuls of developing the powers of the Irish
mind is 1o deprive os of it3 aid ; and to know, while,
the slothful, the ignoraat, and the stupid remsin’
with us, that the intelligent, the educated, and the
daring carry henee their abilities and their industry,
to enrich alien nations, and fertilize rival continents.’

The number of bays oz the haoks of the Christian
Brothers’ schools is sbout 1,819, and the average at-
tendsnce was stated to me as 1,700,

The ferale Catholic scbools are ander the care of
the Sisters of Mercy and the Nuns of the Pregenta-
tion Order. The foilowing i3 s list of them : ~

Aversgze on rolig,

Cooveat Sckoolz.  Teachers,  for 12 months.
St. Mary's Sigters of Mercy. 88
8t. John’s-gquasre, do. 475
t. Jobo's do. 372
Pery-square do. 457
Sexton-street Presentation Urder 676
Total , . . 2,768

The instruction in these schools is in my opinion
far more practical than that waich is given to boys.
It aims at imparting 8 good useful educstion; there
is nothing showy about it, but it makes the pupila
read and write well, gives them s competent know-
ledge of arithmetic, and teaches them needlework.
I went to the Pery-square School, and was mach
pleased with it. The pupila are evidently for the
moat part the childrea of the very poor, and it must
be a matter of pome difficulty to reconcile them' to
the habits of crder and zleanliness which are-here
observed. About the whole establishment, however,
there was an air ‘of decency, regularity, and content:
The Sisters of Mercy —that most nseful of all gocie-
tieg in'a Roman Oatholic: country—did . their work
‘with that simple unostentatious earnestness which
everyone who- has ever walched them must. often
huve remarked, aud the children sppeared to 2e hap-
py under their care, and anxious to-win their appro-
val. — Cor of the Morning' Herald. ‘ »

Tae EnAscirATION oF 1820, —Those who have
beea thoughtlessly enjoyivg. the comforts of religions
equality foc the' Iast thirty-five yeirs, will be somes
what discomposed, perbaps exssperated, by a judg:
ment delivered in the Chancery Court of Appesl'on
.Mopdsy, January 23rd, 1865 By this judgment two’
‘plous bequeste'in fiivor-of 1wo bouses. of :the Dowminit-
cun’ Order were :pronounded: illegel,..08 being _con-
trary to the letter.angd spirit of;the 29th and 24th
‘Baptione’.of . the,10th Geo, IV., ohap. 7 ~commonly
‘called the Emandcipation’ Act, 'but rather’ exiravat

‘gantly 80 terméd, ‘ad we ‘shiall;oe. The cazerig sim.:

. same fate, gave the venersble cathedral, 'wli‘ic'!'n"i‘v'qa'
applied o a new form of -aurghip, for which it was

.

ple. By thedeath, in 3858, of Mr. John Sims, a

‘peal of the Pepal Ralief Bill?7 Can anything be

{ such judgment.—~Dublin Irishman,

‘| and spirit of the Convention Act.

-{ edly a repeal of the Union wouid be—a mesting to

‘butter merchant” of - Oork;: his: sons, :] el and
:James,. together with the-widow,’their‘mother, were
left bis beirs. To -James, & beqbest of ' £2,000.was
lefu ;. to the widow, an anduity of £200; and;to:Mi-
chae), the résidue. - Michaol died on' thé:10th of May, |
1862, hoviog made a will, containing amongstothera:
these two bequests: to’ the Rev. Messrs. White'and

Russell, of St, Saviour's Dominican Church, Dublin,

£500, to be applied. to the education and mainten-

ance of two prieats of ‘the Order of St Dominick, in
Irelsnd ; and to the Rev.. Mr. Conway, of thé Domi-
nican Priory of St Mary’s Oork, £500towards the

redemption of the rent to which it was subject, Un..

der this will James Gled a potition to .establish the
trusts therein as far as they were conformable to

law and eqaity, bat disputing the legality of the two.
bequosts mentioned - These he claimed a3 belouging.
to 1he residue ; his claim was confirmed by the court,

Their Lordships the ‘judges held that both bequeats

were illegal and void, and should go to the uexst of

kin.: The decision was founded on the penal statute

commoniy called the Roman Catholic Relief Bill,

sections 29 and 34—which we think right to repeas

here for the reader’s edification, together with the

Lord Ohancellor's brief commentary .— .

" The 29.h séction was as follows:—* And be it
enacted, that if any member of such religivus order,
community, or society afuresaid shall, after the com-
mencement of thig statute, coms to this kingdom, he
shell be guilty of misdemesnor, and therefore, if law-
fully convicted, banished for the prriod of his matu-
ral lifs* That was a very penal clause indeed. The
34th section, whick bore more upon the present case
was a8 follows:—~* And be it further enacted, that
any person who. shall from the commencement of
this act, in -any part of the United Kingdom, be ad-
mitted . or become an agent or member of such so-
ciety or commnuuity, such persen shall be deemed
gullty of misdemeanor, and, being lewfully convict-
ed, shell be punished by banishment for the term of
his natural life.” There were three distinct enact-
ments of s most strong aud penal character against
the futore creation of any member af the order, and
any person who should become a member of the or-
der thereby instanter became gullty of high misde-
meanor, and, if lawfully convicted, should be order-
ed to be punished with banishment for the period of
kis natnral life. If the party was found within the
kingdom after thicty days of thet order, he was li-
able to be transported for the term of his natural
1ife, or rather to be conveyed ont of ihe kingdom,
and if be returned he was hiable to be iransported.
No generong sou! will, we apprehend, thank s for
tempering onr teeliugs on this occasion. The bitter
gpirit will first ssk whether Jumes Sims, the petition-
er in the cause, i3 less worthy of & halter than a sta-
tue, TFiery indignation will forget that Emancipa-
tion was sccepted as a boon, and denounced itasa
delusion. Young men, who have had their ears
dinned with the free action of their church, the
equality of the laws, and the blessings of our free
coostitution, will blush for the disgraceful inheri-
tance of liberty which haa been clandestinely trans-
mitted <o them. They will no morg pretend o ho-
nest prerogatives on the basis of a corrupt charter
which perpetnates the vilest stigmas of the vilest
times. At the devising of the bill of 1829, it is said
to have been a tacit upderstanding between all par-
ties, excep: the mere dregs of Orange fansticism,
that the penal clauses of the measure would be &
dead letter. As far as Protesiant geoerosity was
concerned those clanses had fallen ioto desuetude.
They have been recalled to life by & Popish necro-
mancer, whose exploits and memory will not be
essily by forgotten. Whatever ne shall gain of exe-
cration, mayhap he has deserved. We do.not grudge
bim his reward. He has rouged us to the reality of
our 3tate. He has clinked in our ears the links of
that chain which bas been so long hidden under the
flowers of —czhetoric. He hag planted the stake for
the harmless friar ; he has prepared the faggot, and
kindled the law. They were doleful and dastardly
times when the Catholica of Ireland sacrificed those
orders that had endured centaries ef. huntiog, perse
cution, and martyrdom in their cause. We are told
the sacrifice was inevitable. We cannot think so,
when we call to mind the simultaneous meetings of’
February 14, 1828, the great Prateetant assembly of
January 29, 1829, at the Rotundo, -and the celebrat-
od Wellington declaration. Yet, why doobt? Mean
snd dishonorable sacrifices are ‘always inevitable
when the bargain for liberty is mot struck by the
sword, or determined by its certainty. Miserable
humiliation attends every species of beggary; but,
most of all, the beggary that craves liberty as a dole.
We know also that the Relief Bill was received as
an mstalment; but the twenty years subsequent to.
the passing of it, not ons of the many balances were'
paid or demanded. Everything useful and practic-
able was lost in the chimera of discovering how one
hundred votes could pat five bundred in & minority.
But of such things it is idle to preach now; besides,
there are few texts of our gospel at all applicable to
them. We leave them to other hands, who will ma *
nege them better ; but we are at liberty to recom-’
mend them to notice. Let, then, our centemporaries
who acknowledge the Emancipation incomplete de-:
mand it8 completion, Why dorot thoge who are
tired of the Repeal of the Uuion, agitate for the re-

'

more revolting than that the same judge who ac-
nutlled the emall béquesta of Sims to the Dominican
Fathera for pious uaos, confirmed the will of deluded
otd Kally, which endowed a gay lady with three;
hundred thonaand pounds? Can anything be more’
monstrous than the laws which compel s judge to.

Tra CoxvextioNn Acr.—The Convention Act bas
always been tha great stumbliug block in the way
of effeative political organisatioc in Ireland. The:
Act does not apply to Englaud As undezstood in
this country, and, indeed, interpieted aa it has been’
by the crown lawyers, the Act forbida all meetings,
held for the purpose of appoivting delegates or re-
presentatives. Thus, if the people of any county in
Ireland were to sssemble for the purpose of nemin-
ating delegzales or representatives to a national com-
mittee in Dublin, baviug for its object, say & repeal
of the Union, such assembly, it bas been supposed,
would be illegal and 10 contravention of the letter
it would appear,
however, from the subjoined opiniva that if the ob-
ject of the committes were & legal one—as undoubt-

seleot representatives to it would not violate the
Oonvention Act, According to this interpretation.
the people of the thirty-two countiea might aseemble’
in pablic meeting to-morrow, and elect delegates to
a council of Three Handred in Dublin :— ?
The Committee of the Church Institation proposed:
the following query to the Attorney-General for
England, ang to Xr, A, J. Stephens, Q.0,, L.L D.:
“If the Church Institution sither confine itself to.
defensive action, or, with & view ‘ to the maintenance
and support of the Established Clhurch, and 'its
rights and privileges in relation to the State, adopt
measures to procure an alteration of matlers -estab-
lished by law in relation to the United Chureh,’ so
as 10 affect the Irish -branch of that Church, will the
attendance at any ruridecanal or other weetidg in
Ireiand, beld for any of the objects ‘mentioued in the
fourtn Rule ‘of the institution, or at the meetinga of
the Central Couneil, whether beld in England oria
Ireland, be in coatravention of the letter. or apirit of
the Coavention Act? . ;
% Apd to advige generally.
In apswer, the Committés of the Uhureh I
‘tion received the following opinion : - :
We adopt the following language of Lord Chan:
cellor Eldon, in ‘the House-of Lords :—*'The :Coa;
vention Act.had in.contemplation. the agsembling.of
any description of persona who met together for thé
purpose of selecting others, who Were to inferfers in
matters of ‘Chureb ‘and ‘State. It' was the Datare
and intention of such meetiags that made them Jogal
of iilegalk!! It mattered not-uudér: what denéminat
tion they were koown; whether delegates, mana-

ta ‘

np'ti

)

.the law,

falr way of throw

gers, or any Gther; “They would tak. thelr charac.
ter from’their'wode-of proceeding. If the assembly
which these delegates or managers proposed to elect

.wag an unlawful assembly, 50 would the sseembl

be, which should elect them (19 Hapsard, 697.)

©. This we believeto be a eorrect exposiiion’; of the
statute’; and tried by “this test, we.are’ of opinion,

that the Church Institotion is not -an ‘onlawfol as.
sembly within the Irisb Convention "Act ; and thst
the elactions or nominatione of persons, called re-
presentatives of bodies of the clergy or clerpgy angd

‘laity in [reland, to that assewbly, i8 not unlawful,
‘whetlier the sersons so elected, or the sgsembly, of

Whic].l they form part, may or may not, from tima to
petition the Orown or Parliamen: for alterations i

_ A meeting in Ire'and of the Central Council to
carry out the objecta of the inatitntion would ner, in
our opinion, bé an unlawful assembly within the
meaning of the Convention Act.
. o - Rovuroern PALNER,

B : A,J SrepHBNS.
Liacoln’s Ina, Dec, 9, 1864.
~ Dublin Irishman,

The steamer Ajax, which some few dars ago bore
up to Kingatown from atress of westher. left on Sa-
turday morniog, in pursuance of her voysge to Nag-
sau, During ber stay in the burbor sbe made her~
self very notorious. and gave some exira wark to
the police and the marines of the Royal George. It
wag siated by one of ber late hands in the Xings-
town police court, that she was intended for a
gunboat for the Confederate service. Her officers
reported that she was fitted for a tugboat, but a
close observer of her ¢ 'tween decks' would have ar- -
rived at a fer different conclusion.. She -bas accom-
modation on the main deck to mess 100 men, man-
of-war style, and also has upwards of seventy bunks,
or berths for her crew. Sheis very strongly built,
and is propelled by twin ecrews.~-Ireeman,

Evictions AT RaraAcors, Counry Myarn. — On
Pridav and Saturday, the 20th and 21st instant, the
Sub-Sheriff of Heath, A.D. Nicbolis, Esq., with his
bailiffs, and a police force numbering about 200, at-
tended at Rathcore and its neigbborhood, for the
purpose of diepoesessing a large nomber of tenants on
the property formerly in the possession uf Mr. Knox,
but at prezent owned by Mr John Drag, of Athboy.
Thig district was the scene of the late assassination
of Mr. Reynolds, who was shot throngh a window in
his schoolroom. The murder was supposed to have
its origin in the service of the ejectment notices on
the tenantry salluded to. Everything passed over
peaceebly, notwithstanding the apprebensions of the
authorities. :

Feniaxisn.—Among the many evils that have
aflicted, apd unhappily still aflict, Ireisud, Secret
Societies have not been the leest. I was by means
of Secret Societies that in other daye, the Govern-
ment, preferring to coerce rather than rule by jue-
tice, was enabled to carry into effect -its baneful po-
liecy. Itis well known ‘hat the United Irishwmen, if
not called ipto existence by the Bxegusive, were art-
fully encouraged by ¢ the Castle,’ until the rebellion
of '98 gave the Miniater the long-desired opportunity
and pretext tor extinguishing the Irish Pariizment.
Without now waiting to discuas the poliey of that
meazure, we shall merely obgerve thay the Aet of
‘Legislative Union could pot bave been cerried if
Mr.. Pitt bad not been potently aijded by the Secret
Society which Lord Castlereagh abetied Bntil it
produced the rebeilioc that annihilated the pesition
of Ireland as an independent kingdom. If the Legis-
lative Union waa an evil, Ircland may thank her
Secret Societies alone lor producing it. And from
that hour to tke present we hardly remember an ine
stance in which the aims of the best friends of Jze-
land bave not been thwarted by Secret Societies, I
is to the periodical outhreaks of these 1llegal and
mischievons combications that we must trace nearly
all the harah and exceptionsl Jaws that fetter the
freedom and restrict the common law righta of the
subject in Ireland. Here we find the fountamn-head
of that stream of coercive laws, the Whiteboy Act,
the Peace Preservation Act, the Arms Act, and
others equally opposed to the spirit of the constitn-
tios, which has flowéd over freland for time slmest
out of mind. And if Secret Societies faciiitated the
axtinction of the Irish Parliamwent, there can be no
doubt that they greatly retarded Caiholic Emanci-
pation. There can be no doubt tha: there i3 an
affiliation of a most pernicieus mature between a
very congiderable number of misguided and infa-
tuated Irishmen in the United Xingdom and an im-
mense host of turbulent plotters in North America,
from Chicago to San Francisco, who meditate mis-
chief in Ireland, and who are, therefore, the declared
enemies of the Priesthood, who know their duty snd
love their people and their country too erdenily to
sauctjon proceedings tbat can lead only to disag-
trous ends.

That there are among the most aclive organizers
of the Fenian and otber Secret Societies in the
United Kingdom, many scoundrels who are enirap-
ping fuolish young men into an illegnl course with
the deliberate design of bhereafter betraying them
angd enriching themselves by blood mouey, whenever
any overt acts shall drive the Government to take
energetic measures for suppressing insursection, there
is every reazon to believe- It was 3o iz '98-it was
80 in 1802,—it has beea g0 it every instance of the
formation of Secret Societies for the lest fifty years.
Therse i3 not & villuge in fraland in which thore are
not livicg witnesses of the treachery of the infamous
‘Paddy M'Kews,’ by whom guileless persons were
seduced to join Ribbon apd other Sacrex Societies
and then kanded over to the havgmwu The tradi-
tious of the country are full of such incidents. And
yet, most sirange—the desigoiog betrayers find wil-
ling victims in abundance! It is an astonnding
pbenomenon, of which we can discover no instance
except in Ireland. )

' The latest pbase of the evil is the worst. For-
merly, though the Irish were prome to enterinto
Secre: Societies for the purpose of obinining a re-
dress of the great grievances o whick they have
been 80 long and so cruelly and unwisely subjacted,
—they still retained veneration for ther Olérgy and
docility to the teaching of the Charch, The Fe-
pians, inspired by American turbulence and reck-
lesaners, before attacking the power of the Btate
think it-expedient to repudiate the authority of the
Cburch. Do they thivk that irreligion and blas-
phemy are a solid foundation for the” superstracturs
of liberty which they propose to ersct. Where in
the w.bole rauge of hiatory can they find an edifice
so.rmsed_ ‘proof against the inroads even of a gener- -
ation’s time. So trus i3 it that unless the Lorad build
they labor in vain who put their hande to ‘the
worl. : :

Are we then satisfied with the present state of
greland, or do we advige the Irish people to submit
in silenca to their wronga:.and make no effort: to re-
dregs them. Far from it, We are grieved and dis-
guated beyond measure at the fmpolicy which has
30 long permitted these wrongs to remain withont'an
aﬂ‘ac:n.u} remedy, The ‘Imperial ‘Government'and
the British public have a great. deal..to answer for
with regard to the gross mis-government ot Ireland,
and every day that passes without un, energetic ef-
fort to redress the glaring grievances of Ireland will
enormously increase ‘their’ gaoilt: But v is not'dy
illegal means—it ia not by viclence und-rebellion

-and.bloodshed - it is not by  Fenian impisty, aided

by American invasion, that justioe is 10, be achieved
for Ireland, Such means can bave only 6pe ¢ffect—
to zevive all the old woes of !réland, to dishearten

“her friand.h and rend:r them powerleds, to -embolden .
‘her enemios and arm them with trash powers of mis-

chief, and to rivet upon ber for at least another, cen-
tury every one of the wrongs whick she ia now it 8
ing off, by, the peaceful dnd ¢on-

' very “admitable

atitutional weans indicated’ in’ th

[N

‘address of the néw National Associatinninnd by:the

aid of- th:i: "B)‘mlpathy; in'her.canse; which; is. at, \bis
mpmentbecoming. strong and.gencral in .thye .conn-
try.— Weckly Register. & "'8”_"""”‘ Bt SO -



