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VERY BIIALLa--VERY N A R OW

In 1898, when our St. Patrioks Day
number was on the proe, ve found i
necessary ta delay the issue a few hours
in order to reply to a very untimely and
ungenerous article whicn appeared, the
evening previons, in our contemporary
the Daily Witneas. Lat year no such
contribution to St. Patrick's Day litera.-
ture came from that source. We had
expected that, while the Witness could
not be reasonably supposed to sympa-
thise with the celebration, at léamt It
would let us off with its usual half-witty
(we were going to balf-witted) and quasi-
cynical report of the proceedings. We
were mistaken. In Saturday's issue of
our very religious and Christian contem-1
porary we find the following leading edi-
torial :

IOur Irish friends do well to honor
Patrick the' evanIgelist of their country,
who, like all other successful evangeliste
from Paul ta Moody, was a diatinguisbed
saint. Although the son of a doacon and
the rdon of a priest, and dôuatiew
duly apized, he felt the need of conver-
Mon when in captivity in Ireland, and
there experienced a change of heart;
soon a fer bo became an evangelist and
devoted himaelf to foreigu missions. He
knew notbing of any of the distinctively
Roman Catholic doctrines. He preached
from the bible and appealed to the bible,
and founded bot a hurch, but wbat
would now be cslIed Congregational
churches, each with its own bishop or
pastor. Among these churches sprungi
up a culture which for centuries kept1
Ir land before almoat al other oountries,
during whieh sh stalwartly resisted the
innovations of Rome.»

This is about the riobeat piece of hum-
bug tht we bave éver remd. Prohnbly
the Daily Witnesa felt it advisable ta be-
corne witty. If so it han given irrefut-
able evidence of the absence of a humor-
ist's vocation. When it tries to be
serions, it is wonderfully funny ; when it
wants to be funny, it is mot stupidly
serions. We cannot for a moment im-
agine that an educated Christian ever in-
tended the above as a sample of h!s bis-
torical erudition. Rather wouild we, for
that paper's sake, prefer to accept it Mas an
attempt at anti-Irish and anti-Catholic
irsesm. We could, we think, improve
upon tb( bove and make it read es a
really seriua article. Had the effusion
been thuh constructed it might paso
muster :

"Our Irish friende do well tohonor St..
Patrick, the apostle of their country,
who, like ail great apostles from St. Paul
to Father Mathew, was a model of sano-
tity. Although some so-called Clris-
tians, in order to cast a slur upon the
Catholic priesthood, have pretended that
St. Patrick was the son of a deacon and
grandeon of a priest, still these falsifica-
tions Of hiutory in no way alter the fact
that bis own baptism created in him a
burning desire to baptize the people'
amongst whom he was a captive. He
became a great evangeliat and devoted
himself to foreign missions-that is- ~to'
8ay, to the conversion of nations beyond
the home influence of ome. Re was
not a controversialiet, since Protestant-
.ism did not exist and there 'were no
other doctrines preached by Christian
ministers than those of Rome. He
preached from Bible texte, as do aIl the
Oatholic missionaries the world over;
he etablihed parihes, diocese .and
molnateries, each with its pastor, bhop
or abbot. Among these establishments
Irug up a culture whioh for centuries.
kept Ireland beforé almost ail other on-
tries, during which as stalwart]reiat-
ed the invasions of th Roma e
of the Dans, and of Lhe Saxons
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witty piece of semi-rationui literature, iL
night have taken the following arain:

"Oa Irish friende do weltohonora
certain Parioian, whostarted threvival1
system tn their oountry, and who, likei
all notorlious sensationaisth, from John,
Knox to Moody, from Hahbakuk Muok.
flewrath to Ms. Shepherd, from Baron1
Munohansen to the Daily Witness, was
dignified by the title religious. Although
thes nn of his father and grandsonof hie
grandfather, and baptised before being
freed from original sin, -ho I found the
Lord' and set theexample followed up
by Mrs. Jelliby in regard to foreign mis.
ions-and by Henry Grattan Guinne

in bis Regiona Beyond? As 8t.Peter1
knew nothing about the distinctive doo-
trines of Rome, until he beame Head of
the Church, so this preacher was net ao-
quainted with Roman dogma or moralsi
until h. atudied the theology of the
Church. He indioated the Shamrock as
the explanation of all the Bible, and ho
founded High, Low, Broad, Crooked,1
Straight, Wooden, Stone and Mudq
churches, or chapels-a may be seen in
the romains of those edifices throughout1
the land. He had faith in Talmage andi
followed the style of Beecher. Amongi
these churchea sprung up hedge schools1
which for centuries kept Irelant eduoate
ed despite barbarie efforts of Englmnd to
colonize ignorance in the Iand."

We have just given the foregoing
samples tn order that the Witnes ma7
be able to prepare an artiole-be it
eriouso r funny-for next St. Patriok's

Day. We certain]y don envy our con-
temporary's learning and tact, but we
must admire its cheek and temerity.

INFALIBILITY.

We have seen tho source, or origin of
Infalibility; we will nov turn our atten-
tion to the object of that doctrine.
" The purpose of infalibility là to guar-
antee for all time the safe keeping and
preaching, in its unity, purity and in.
tegrity, of ' thefaith kich was once de-
livered unio the saints' (Jude, ch.1,8); to
enable the Church in all ages to fuili
effectively the great mission entrusted to
her by ber Divine Founder of 'tach#ig
(al nation#) aU things what.oner . hou
comnanded you,' (Matt. xxviii., 20); to
' guide' berI into ail truth,' (John xvi.,18);
that we may 'all come into ihe unity of
faith,' (Ephes. iv., 18); and Ibo no more
children oussed to and fro and carried
about by every wind of docirimn.' (Ibid, 14;
Hebra. xiii,, 8, 9); 'ter learning and
never able to come o <he knowledge oi te
truthb,' (I. Tim.iii., 7). In one word the
purpose of infallibility was to make the
OCiurch 'the piRar and ground o truih,
(I. Tim. iii,, 15), and thereby assure all
men that they ca, vith utmocet con-
fidence, intrust to ber direction the great
interests of their souls."

Thus, through infallibility, the Pope
does not receive the power to make good
or evil, nor right or wrong, nor truth or
falsehood, nor morality or immoraliti;
no more is he thereby raised above the
Divine Law. He la not enabled to make
new revelations, nor to add to nor take
from aniy doctrine, or dogma o! faiti,
given to theChurch through the Apomtles.
The Vatican Council says: "l The Holy
Spirit was not promised la t. ucesu-
sors of Peter that by His revelation they
might make net:doctrn , but thatby Ris
assitance, thèyýight inlolelg as& p and
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To sythat the Pop. osn modify or
change any decre of the churëb, even
as the Qu.e an repeal a statute, la
rank nonsense. Cardinal Newman thus
exprMed it: "lThe Pope -annot by
virtue of bis infalibity reverse what
ha always been held.-" "Neyer," wrote
Bomuet to leiblits, "Wilan example b.
found of a definition once made being
deprived of its power by posteruty."
" A deinition once made," saysiardinal
Hergmnrother, "romains unohanged and
unahngaSble for all ime?

No more domsinfallbility empowerbthe
Pope to depoeo aovereigns or absolve
peoples from their obligations to the
State. In a word Infallibility la not a
personal, but an officil prerogativeo; It
belongs not to the person but to the
ofome. It la sometimes caled pe-
sonal becanse the office of the Primacy,
to whioh the iinfallibility s attacbed, hi
hold by the Pope alone and h. ia unable
ta communicate or delegate his infalli-
billty to another. But the Individuality
of the Pope hasnothing to do with the
prerogative. No matter wbo or what he
a the office continues to exist, and to
that office, according toChrist'. promise,
dose the infallibility oling. Simon may
die, but Peter neyer dies; Leo XII.
muat pam. away, but the Papaoy muet
romain.

Before examinlng into the capacity in
whih bthe Pope is infallible, let us hear
the clear statement of Father Fidelis on
this question of the logicai nectuy ofi
infalilibiy., IIIt bas been proved, with
a redundancy of argument, that a Church
which is divinely oommissioned to teach
mut, b. divinely protected against error
in ita tebaching. The Church i infallible.
Therefore the Head of the Church is in-
fallible; for,as St. Thomas demonstrates,
the faith of Christ muai be ßlzed by the de-
ciion of ts Hsad. An infallible Church
wih a fallible Head would be, not a
more monstrosity, like the famons heter-
colite at which the Piace wre expected
tosmie, but an inconceivable absurdity."

The infaIluiblity of the Head of the
Ohurch in, then, a logical inférence fron
the infallibility of the Church. This, of
course, ia not equivalent to saying that
the former term--or, more strictly, thas
whih it Lrepresent--is, metaphyaically,
a consequence of the latter. The reverse
la the truth. The argument la one from
effect to condition (to use Whatley's
phrase). Fiom the infallibility of the
Church we infer the infallibility of its
Head, inasmuch as the latter is an es-
sential condition of the former. In other
words, the logical her efore in the enthy-
meme, The Church i infaible, TERE
PoiE it must hav an infallible Read
gives us the metaphysical because in the
proposition, The Church is infeUible E-
AusE il hma an infallible Head.

Finally, when we refer to the Head of
the church as infallible, W mean thaL
he la infallible as the Head of the
Ohurch; when hu speaka by virtue of his
ofaiee. The prerogative bas nothing to
do with the man'u character, abilities, or
attainments. In speaking of the Churcb
as infallible and its Head as infallible,
it is the imperfection of language that
obligea us to refer to what seems a double
infallibility. The infallibility of the
Ohurch is the infalibility of lts Head,
and "eos oee. It is ail the one ".standing-
by," or presence of Holy Spirit. It
would be as absurd to say that the Holy
Ghost was with the hurch and.not with
its Head, as tosay the sun shone upon
the uniiverse-but not upon the earth, or
that .the cse enolosed the. works of the
watoh but not the spring. If we could
concele a divinely protected Ohneh
.ihhourt any Head, a divinely' establiahed
kindom withourtany o'ereign, adi ie

mouth-plece, we might be able to im-
agine an infaJlible Charch witb a fallible
Head. And, then, we would have to
impute to Christ that which would be
blasphemy to etate.

ln flue, the great misunderstanding
regarding this dogma of the infallibility
is the result of an entire misapprehenion
of the neaning of that dogma. Men
who only look at the surface, who pick
up every straw of absurd argument that
dances upon the waters, but who have
not sounded the depths of reasoning, are
mont liable to have all sorts of foolish
ideas regarding this truthb; but the mo-
ment tbey grasp the meaning of the
doctrine they cannot but understand its
reasonablenes.

...... 500 POUNDS.
WBOLE GEORGE'S UODFISH.

Fs, large, selected iah. Fresh supplies just

FRASER, VIG E & &Co.

AS WE ANTICIPATED

GOODEOAI'S SPECIIL 1884 WHISKY
-Ia Meetin with a eady sale.

Remember ibis lathe Oldest and Finest Rye
Whisky io btbail.

Remember every bot'tle la guranteed as to
nVythe Dominion Goverumeut.

agmber the pris ea brand, Gooder-
ham'a Spectais s,$1.00 per bottue, 10l per
Oano.
JI- Country orders promptly attended t.

-WE HAVE ALSO -

GOODERHAM's 1»89 Whisky, in cass, a
Mo Der bontus, $7 2'-ver ease.

SE %GHAM'S 1883 Rye Whisky, incases, 75e
lier bol' le. 88 per came.

WALKER'S Canadian Club Whisky, 9oo per
bottle.9 per case.

W ALKER S .mperial Whisky, 70e per bot-

FIRASER, VIGER & 00.

fiNE 811) IIGHI.AND MALTWHISKIES.
64 straloeht" or Blended" Soit or En-

tie WD is iietie Prodnota Ot
SBln&ge DlaI.llisrtes.

Long John, "Dew of Ben Nevis," three Sta r
Whilry. 90 centsperttis, $10 per rase.

Long John's 'Privale Sioci.1"Scot.ch
Whi"-y. Si 50 per boule, $16ner ase.

The .LSagulin" Straight sotch, 90 cents
lier boiLle, $16 per case.

BLENDED SCOTCH.
50 cases the "lRoyal Biend", Olil Highland

Malt Whisky, 90 centasper botle, 510 per eae.
FRASER, VIGER & Co.

CH OICE JAPAN TEA,
Extra chaiceat, Firet crop, May Pickings,

Japan Tes. Nocper poinil.
IN ORIGINAL PACKAGES.

5 lb. Caddies..................$2 50 each
10 b. oaddtes ............... 4 75"
201Il. ca.dies ................ 91) 0

This la withnat exception the very fineet
japan Teacomin to the market.

Trya smpl 6pounil caddie,32.0
FRABER. VIGER & 00.

Importera.

Fraser, Viger & Co.'s Sherries.
017K AMONTILLADO WINES.

A.D. Dry. LIgh% AmontiAlado 8berry, very
dry and delicate, $1 per bottle, s3.50 per gallon,
$In par dosen.

V.p.. Spolai Amontillado Sherry, Extra
Dry, $1. per bottIle,$7.50 per galion, $16 per
"doaen.

0.E,£., Olil Engisjh Gentleman, Superior
Od Amontillado, $2 par baiO, 20 Par dozen.

01UR OLOROSO WINES.
F.o., Fine Oloroso Magnificent Dinner
Sherry,51.25 per botte, $6 pur gallon, 512 per

dozen.
club Siparlor Old Otoroazo. atupartor Rieti

pail t3hsrry, $1.W per baille, $17 par dozOn.
Our Vino de Pasto Wine.

V. D. P., Very Finest Vinode PastO Rherry
gwine for meaia), 31.50 par boutle, $17.00 per

amzen. FRASER, 'VIGER & Co.

The PBN(E IX Geriman Lager,
pale, imported, la6 dozen eases, $2 per douen,

FRASER, VIGER & 00.
Importer.

ANOTKHER 25 KITS

seta tted Bmater, im viackerol..
Uto d ils each. 2 per tkit. The nluest eas

puugoprocure.
P oroE'FRASEI , VIGER & 0.

FRASER> VIGER & CO
[ALIAH WAREEIOUSE,

207, 209 & 2118S%. amnes Street


