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THE TEMPORAL POWER.

On the question of the eourse taken by
the Chief Magistrate of Montreal, in re-
gard to the reception of theItalian vessel
“ Etna,” we bave apparently been in the
minority. Tbe English journals of this
city, as well as those of Ontario, looked
At the event through their non-Catholic
glasses, while the French press of Mont.
real proved iteelf anything but what
should have been expected from its thund-
ering protestations of fidelity to Catholic
principles. Le Monde decidedly hasnot
“the courage of is convictions,” and La
Presse gave evidence once more, even a8
in & famous case last year, of an entire
absence of sincerity, while La Patrie
{with its embryotic Knight of the
Legion and would-be radical inspirer,
Mr. Besugrand,) struck a chord that har-
monized exactly with its Liberal-Catho-
licism. Away behind those fine expres-
sions of gentleman and courtesy it is not
difficult to nerceive the great spidre-web
of & real masonic sympathy twined inex-
tricably around and aroundthe actors on
either side—the received and the re-
ceivers. From good old Quebec, the
capital of our Province, however, come
the voices of A French press that has the
true ring of principle in them. It is not
to quarrel with our conjreres of Montresl
that wetouch upon this subject, by way
of introduction to our remarks npon the
Temporal Power of the Pope, but rather
to point out the inconsistency of the
very organe that would be the loudest in
applauding our brave Canadians were
they again called upoa to dun the Zouave
uniform which they honored and wore so
nobly two decades and miors ago.

‘We desire simply to recall an editorial
that appeared in the Gazetie of Wednes-
day last, 2nd August, and which, while
written in a seemingly fair spirit, like so
mapy of that organ’s pronouncements,
bristles with inaccuracies and illogical
conclusions. The article is headed “ Wel-
come,’”” and purports to explain the ques-
tion of the Temporal Power of the Pope,
while giving reasomns for its abolition.
We will take & few of its wild and erratic
sentences and, in as few words a8 possible,
point cut the errors of fact and reason
that they contair,

The Gazeite says: * Naturally Pope
Pius resented the loss of his states.”
Quite s0.” It is natural that any human
being should resent the loss of his right-
ful possessions and especially when that
Joss was caused by an unjust and un.
justifiable robbery in the-defiance of all
law, international or otherwise. But
here we wish todraw 2 line of distinctiou
The Temporal States of the Pope were
not his, any more than in the fact that he
was onstodian and administrator of that
property in the name of the Catholic
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‘Jof the estates, but not sole proprictor.

of that body. The Pope was in possession

There is a vast difference between the
two. A tenantis the possessor of the
house in which he lives, but he'does not
own it. The Temporsl States belonged
to every individual Catholic in the world,
to Mayor Desjardins as well as to the
humblest Catholic citizen in the remotest
corner of the earth. We, as children of
& common Father, are all Go-proprietors,
and have all been equally robbed of our
rights. The Pope could not dispose of
that property by will, by donation, by

Therefore the Italian Government mere-
ly dispossessed him and robbed the
Catholics, individually and collectively.
Would the politeness of Mr. Beangrand,
et hoc genus omne, be go very Christian 28
to meet with amiles of welcome the repre-
sentatives of a party tbat had deprived
hie father and himself and family of theix
personal property, and locked them up
for protesting against the robbery? The
States belonged no more to the Pope than
does the Archigpiscopal palace belong to
the Archbishop or Rideau Hall to the
Governor; the former is the property of
the Catholics of Montreal, the latter is
the property of the people of Canada.
Then the Gazette says : “It was in
vain that special pleaders urged that, in
kis increased spiritual power, His Holinesy
wag more than compensated for the loss
of his temporalities.” Two most sophis-
tical statements. In the firat place there
can be no increase d spiritual power for the
Pope. There may be an augmentation
in the number of the faithful, or an in-
crease in the extend of the Church’s in-
fluence; but spiritual power, like God,
can n.eit.her increage nor decrease; it
capnot ohange. Either the Vicar of
Christ received his spiritual jurisdiction
from God orhe did not. If he did not a0
receive it, then there is no longer any
Christianity on earth, it diseppeared on
the day of the Ascension; if he did ao re-
ceive it, there is no possibility of its ever
being changed. The slightest idea of
philosophical reasoning must suggest all
the argumerits that render the conclusion
axiomatic; we have no space to enter
vpon the siabject in detail. In the next
place how could any change (were such
possible) in the spiritual power compen-
sate for the loes of a temporal possession
that was by his every right known to
law, by its acquirement through com-
petent donore, by its unbroken continua-
tion for long ages, by uninterrupted auc-
cemsion? As well say that a priest
could attend better to theinterests of his
congregation were he deprived of his
house and garden; that a Bishop would
be more enabled toshepherd his spiritual
flock were he dispossessed of all the tem-
poral property belonging to his dioccese.
Those temporal possessions were to a
certain degree spiritual,in as much as
they served to aid in the exercise of
spiritual juriediction. Iad fact it would
be as sensible to say that the writer of
the Gazette would be much better able
to furnish his réaders with able editorials
were he to huve merely asunl and no
body—the spiritual part of him being all
required for such work, and being freed
from the trammels of its temporal part
might soar into a more lofty, more ac—
curate, and mors logical atmosphere.
But even were the Pope to have reaped
spiritual advantages from the loss of bis
temporalities, in what way does that
justify the act of spoliation ¢ Would the

ink, pa.per and: notes, merely because the
former is under the impreesion- that it
would be to the- ultimate mdvantage of
the latter to- have these instruments of

danger to h:muelf and others rnmoved ?

Chnrch and of each 1nd1v1dua.1 memBer-

sale, or by any contract known to law.}

editor of the Gazstie be justified in rob- |
bing the éditor of the Herald of his pen.’

Or, ln ‘other worda, “ doea the end ]ust1fy.
the . “means ?'—especially when . the
mesns are notoriously corrupt and- un-
lawfal? We Tegret not having space to
analyze all that charming sriicle; but
there is one sentence which we cannot
let pass. The Gazete tells us that: “ for
many centuries the Popes had no earthly
sovereignty. Were they less Popes then
than afterwards 7’ They were fiot lese
nor more, for as we said, the Vicar of
Christ cannot change; in the prison ox
on the thbrome, in exile or at home, it
matiers not—he is and will ever e the
Head of the Church of Christ until “ the
consummation of the world.”

But historically the Gazette is wrong.
The Pope of Rome was never without his
temporal possessions, except at two
periods : firstly, when the paganism of
ancient Rome shut him up in the cata-
combs ; secondly, when the atheistic
paganism of modern Italy locked him up
in the Vatican. Only during the first
centuries when Christianity burrowed
beneath the eternal city, while the fires
of martyrdom blazed upon the battle-
ments; the trumpets of persecution re.
sounded throngh the seven hills, and the
blood of a bleeding Faith bedewed the
arena of the Flavian amphltheat.re—only
then were the Catholics and their Pope
devoid of temporal states. Nosoorer did
Christianity come forth from the laby-
rinth of the dead than rich men, princes
and powerful adherenta of the Faith gave
the Pope, by degress, the property which
he was to hold and administer in the
the name of the new Faith. Then came
Constantine, and he, as monarch and
owner of the great Empire, fixed the
limits of the Papal States, and gave unto
the Catholic Church the ownership in
perpetuity and to the Vicars of Christ for
all time, that property over which they
alone should have |unsdlctlon and which
raiged ' the Hea,d of the Church to the
rank of a prince amongst the nations of
earth. For one thousand four hnndred
years the Popes handed from one to the
other these possessions, until, in the
middle of ‘the great civilized age of the
nineteenth déntury, infidelity combined
with deadly epmity toward the pure
faith of Christ arose, and with blood-red

‘hand and brigand grasp took from the

venerable Pius IX his property, and from
every Catholic in the world that which
through centuries had come down to him
intact. Again is there nothing in the
degradation of a rightful monarch from
his high place as s prince of the world
and soversign of his own eatates to that
of a semi-convict, a prisoner afraid of his
own shadow, with his temporal crown
broken, his sceptre a reed, his throne a
shadow and his home a dungeon ?

Goon Ttaly! Hundreds of Kingdoms
have come and gone since the dawn of
Papacy, and Papacy will. be all powerful
and ubiquitous when your.last column
of impious might will be level with the
dust. Meanwhile the Vicar of Christ, by
his conetant protest, as well as the pro-
tests of all true Catholics, has proven
that the ‘“simplicity of the Patriarchs,
the piety of the sdints, and the patience
of the martyrs, have not vanished from
the earth.”

DurING the past few months there has
been considerable talk about Hawaii and
its revolutions and little political ex-
citements, Nearly every one has an
idea of where that peculiar country is
and how it has:been governed. The
name of the late. Klng was familiar in
Canada and only the - ‘other day did his
da.ught.er made an, sppea.l to'the United
St.a.t.eson behalf of” her ‘mother the de-
posed ‘Queen. But’ very " few of us know

a.nyt.hmg sbout thie  customs, ‘manners,

?Cha.rles Wa.n:en Stodde.rd. ‘haa bean eon-

tributing . short and most charming

‘papers to the Ave Maria, under the title

“ Memories of Hawaii.” Each of these -
articles is a perfect literary photograph
of a portion of thut interesting land.
There is a strain of quaint humor that
lends = light tinge to the sketches and
yet only serves to present in bolder and
grander oontrastthe ever present and
ever striking lines of powerful descrip-
tion. The series still goes on and we
would advise all of our readers, who have
& love for travel and for beautiful pen-
pictures of far oft lands, to take up and
follow Mr. Stodddrd’s articles in the Ave

Maria.
OUR BCHOOL EXHIBIT.

Last week and the week before we pub-
lished articles from theleading Chicago
journals highly eulogistic of our Catholic
School Exhibit from the Province of Que-
bec. Coming from such sources, and in
presence of the magnificent display made
at the World’s Fair, we should feet proud
of the evidences of our great progress, es-
pecially in our Religious Educational
esteblishments. Our Provinoe is far and
away shead of all Canada and is on a
footing of equality, if not of complete
superiority, regarding other portions of
the continent.

No stronger argument could poesibly be
used in reply ta those cynical writers
who are constantly attacking our edu-
cational system, pointing out every im-
aginary lack that their destructive in-
genuity can devise, and striking—regard-
less of truth—right and left at our best
and most solid institutions.

While credit, full and ample, must he
given to the bodies of teacbers—male
and female—who have so ably carried
out the programmes of their various in-
stitutions, we must nol omit to mentivn
the name of Rev. Canon Bruchesi, the .
emiuent liternteur, fine scholar and en-
ergetic worker, to whose efforts is great-
ly due the success of our exhibit and the
admirable manner in which it has been
placed before the world. He has per-
formed a most meritorious and patriotic
work, which redounds not only to the
credit of the country, put alsoto his own
honor and that of the Church whose
faithful minister he is.

No words of praise seem too high or
many for the works presented by the Qr-
der of the Christian Brothers and that of
the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre
Dame, as well as the Ursulines, Sisters of
Bt. Ann and other religious inatitutions.
Already have we written at some length
upon each and all of these establishments
of education, and we can only say that
half of what we could have told about
their merits has been left unsaid. How-
ever, in looking the whole question
squarely in the face, we regret that other
branches of our Catholic educational
body have not made the display that
should be expected of them. This seems
to us to be one of the strongest argu-
ments possible in favor of our contention
that an Inapector, such as we are asking
for, should beappointed for our schools.
When we look the facts squarely in
the face we tind that our public schools
bave made no show at x=ll. Nouw these
gchovis have cost, and still cost enors
moussnme of money to the public for
their constrmction and annnal maintan-
ence; yeb in this important event the
results are apparentiy nil. Oao the other
hand our religious schools cust the public
next to nothing and behold the educa- -
tional trinmph that they have eecured.
The question i3 then very pertinent ; had
we an - English Inspector of.Schools—a
‘capable, energetic and -devoted man— .
would our children attending the public
schools find themselves un-represented

scenety, and natural attractions

Ha.wau. Smce the ﬁmt week of J uly Mr.

of

by their work? Theeducational exhibit



