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NEWS OF THE WLEK.
According to the Z%mes of the 15th ult., the Cu-
nard mail-steamer Africa was delayed for twenty-
four hours, in order that she might carry with her
important despatches from the Colonial Secretary to
the Governprs of Her Majesty’s dominions in North
America. It is insinuated by the same journal that
these despatches areintended to settle thelong vexed
question of the ¢ Clergy Reserves” in Canada, and
to adjust the terms of commercial intercourse be-
twist the British North American provinces and the
Tinited States ; the basis of the latter arrangement
being, (ree inter-communication of the products of the
1wo countries, in return for the abandonment by the
RBritish Governinent of the exclusive rights of ¢ Fish-
«ry,” and the throwing open of the navigation of the
St. Lawrepce.  The news from England is of but
little inferest; the only event of political import is
1he statement made by Lord John Russell to the
Corps Diplomatique, that he holds oftice only ad ¢n-
tertme, and will soon resign his office to the Earl of
Clarendon. At Oxford, Mr. Gladstone had still a
majority oft 116 over his opponent, Mr. Perceval—
the nugbers polled being 914 and 748. Mr. Mon-
sell Ing ‘been returned for the county of Limerick,
and Sir John Young, the new Chief Secretary for
Ireland, has been returned without opposition for the
county of Cavan. The declaration of the last named
sentleman, that he did not intend doing anything to
relieve the Catholics of Ireland from the burden of
. . £ y
supporting a Parliamentary Drotestant Church, was
honest, but not calculated to increase the popularity
of the new sministry in Ireland. The new High
Sheriff. for Carlow had fixed the 19th ult. as the
day of nomination for a-new member for the vacancy
created by Mr. Sadlier’s acceptance of office as a
Junior Lord of the Treasury; Mr. Sadlier will be
opposed by Mr. Alexander. The infamous treachery
of these apostates from the cause of Ireland, |as
created much excitement ; meetings have been held,
and the conduct of the renegades has been severely
denounced. At an assembly of the [riends of Ieli-
wious Liberty, held in Dublin on the 12th ult,, the
foliowing resolutions were adopted :—

** Resolved—That the Association of .l)reI"ric_nds of Religious
iquulity having at its inangural meeting passed a resolinion
uilirming the imperative necessity of the Irish parlinnemary
{rarly continuing in opposition 1o every ministry who did not
make religious equality a principle ot their administration, it
i now ununimously resolved that we eurnestly call upon the
represéntatives of popular constituencies to fullil their under-
taking by maintaining a therough and essential independence
o, und oppositivn to, the rew” government until they nake
1eligious equality a cabinet question, und to exlibit it not only
i =pirit bat in form, by continuing to ocenpy their seats on the
oppasition benches of the Honse of Contmons.*? .

+* That it is the opinion of this meeting that the re-clection
o Mr. Jobn Sutleir for Curlow, and of Mr. William Keogh tor
Athling, would intlict grievous injury upoen the progress of our
eanse and on the character of the coumtry ; and that therefore
we cariestly call upoi the independent electors of these bo-
votigrhs, us dlc}' value the principles of religious equalily, ‘and
the wdintenance of publie taith, W use every esertion, and at
alb hazards, o prevent lhc‘ possibility of an event so disastrons
tu the character and so ruinous 1o the interests of our common
country.??

“ That the acceptance of ofiice by Messrs. Sadleir and Keogh
under @ govermnent not pledged to make religivus cquality a
cabinét measure, is a violation of their individual pledges to the
vountry, and, it 1ot strongly reprobated, caleulated tv work
the most mischievous consequences o the interests of Jreland,
by breaking up the independent Irish parliamentary party, and
destroving public confidence in public men.2?

- That our ehainnan, G. H. Moore, Esq., M.P, be request-
ed om hebalt of this budy 1o proceed as u deputition to Curlow
cud Athlous o carry out the resolutions adopted this day.»?

Great exerlions are being made by the honest
wembers of the Brigade to repair the danage caused
by the late delections, and to prevent, if possible, the
re-election of the traitors to Parliument.

In France no impartant events -have oceurred.—
A complete panic on the Bourse has succeeded to
the wild spirit of speculation which prevailed a few
weeks ago, and drew forth the wondering comments
ol the L'imes ; this kas caused much serious uneasi-
ness Lo the new government ; certain high functiona-

"ries are said to be implicated in these transactions.

In Madrid theve is still much political excitement ;
the Duciiess of Montpensier has heen salely delivered
<l 1,800, i

We lindr in. L Undvers the. following particulars
of the conversion of Dr. Ives, lute a_Bishop of the
I'votestant Chureli, in Amgrica, but now a jienitent
Catholie aymay:— .

. ¥ Dy Ives baviog arrivedat Romg, pyt himgelf in communi-
eadiou with his Lu?d.-'hip the Bislgo'(? of Vj:gilniq.: (Right, lll'lc!,v.'
P, Gill). and he addressed to Mar, Talbot, cameriere segredo
o s Hulinessy in order 1o -make his, solemn abjuration, "and
putiialy to protuss the Faith. © The Holy Father, being inform-
ed by Mar, Talbot of these- happy dispositions, hustened 1
«wive that Prelate the necessary faculues for reveiving the ab-

uiation, and the Anglican Bishop, with seatimenis of the most.

.

“the new Catholic, and this ceremony; took place.on -Dec.. 26th,

1 ed.. Two otherladies of the first families in Carolina also ac-

lively joyand the most tender piety, made the profession of the

Catlioi'ic Faith in the hands of this former. “Anglican Minister,

like himself a convert to the true Faith.” 'I“he_H'o_lyu Tather was-
pleased himself to administer the Sacrament of Confirniation to

in the private chapel of hisHoliness: . They suy thatthe former

Protestant Bishop, in placing lis cross and ring’in_the hands of
the Holy" Father, said to him (—<I-return' to_vou; most Holy

Father, the insignia of a dignity which I had 1isurped.,

- Dr. [ves, in leaving the Episcopal Charch of'. the United
Siates, has given up a very advantageous [ositiol in-point. of
fortune, nod has had to combat the most intimaté'family allec-
tious. He is married ; and it is said that Mrs. Ives professesto
be still very far from {ollowing his example ;. it she’ has ac-
énmpnnie(f her husbhand to the 1_{ul_v City, and ‘there s ground
to hope that she will there meét with the gruee which has
there so many times triumphed over hearts much more hurden-

companiced Dr. Tves, and they undertook this journey in order’
to gladden the Holy Father with-the sight of their conversion.
They have, in fict, publicly mnde their abjuration, :

¢ Doctor Tves is a relative of Doctor Berian, whe_holds the
most luerative and important Protestant living in New York.
The soi of the Rev. Dr. Berinn is already. a Cutholig, and his
father has very dicided Puseyite tendencies. -t is evident thnl
the example given by a personnge so highly placed will be
fullowed by numerous conversions; but whatwill not nppear
in open day is the shaking given to a multitude of consciences
by a deternsmation so estraordinary in the eves of the world,
1 canld searcely be credited the namber ot Ministers whe are
retained in error solely by molives of interest.  When a man
is charged with a funily it requires a superhuman courage to
sacrifice, by a conversion, a place which enalles hin to sur-
round his children with comfort, and to ensure 1o them fi-
ture prospects, to brealk with his friends and acquamtances, to
place himself'in an embarrassed position, and toseek out s new
career for which she studies of his whole life render him untit.
We have known at New York one of three former Ministers
reduced to be the keeper of a Catholic buryinz-ground ; anc-
ther rednced o the humble trade of a hawlker of books of devo-
tion, and gaing five cents Ly ench volume he suceeeds in
seling; a thind, considering himself happy when an -attorney
gives him law papers to copy.  These have still a resourey,
whilst many of theirold cunlieres have none.  With what ar-
dent fuith must not these worthy Christinus have been animat-
ed 1o reduce themselves voluntarily to this pitiable condition,
und what a glorions rccompense in Heaven awaits these mod-
est confessors of the Faitht  Thus, for one Minister wha is
converted there are ten who would wish 1o do the same, bt
who have not the counrage; and it is among those irresolute
natures uttiched to the interests of earth that the courageous
initiative taken by Dr. Ivesis destined o exercise, with the help
of Divine grace, a preponderating influence '

The * Protestant press generally in the TUnited

. g . a2 . .
States, especially the Episcopalian portion, are very
much annoyed ; they foresee the loss of all their best
and ablest wen.

We lave news from the Cape of Good Iope up to
December.  General Catheart had arrived with a de-
tachment of 2,000 men at the Orange Sovercignty,
and lad issued a proclamation, enjoining the people
to remain within their own districts, and to keep
quiet. After all, the war is not at an end 5 we still
read of Kaflirs and Hottentots attacking the posts,
and driving off the cultle of the white men, but we do
not hear of these outrages having been avenged.
The last wail {rom Calcutta, Dec. 81h, avnounces
the capture of Pegu, which is to be annexed ; the

war seems virtually concluded. ‘ :

ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS.
We lave nol room to-day to notice all, or even
one-half of, the absurdities, which were utiered last
week from the evangelical platform in Great. St.
James Street : we probably shall revert to the subject
on some subsequent occasion. It is our intention to-
day to confine ourselves to the consideration of the
following Resolution, moved by the Rev. Dr. Taylor,
at the Irench Canadian Missionary Seciety Meeting:
¢ That among other and higher inducements to seel the
conversion 1o i purer faith, and a letter spivitual conditivn, of
our French Canuadian fellow subjects, thiat motive should not
L lost sight of which springs out'ut the strikingly untavorable
contrast supplied by all countries inwhich Roman Catholicism
is the prevuiling influence, when conipared with countries in
-+ » -

which the Bible is treely circulateds? *

Thus it will be scen that, trusting to the ignorance
of their audience, as to the rel nature of the con-
trast, between the internal condition of Catholic, and
Non-Catholic, countries, which the study of Liistory
presents, our evangelical [riends have rashly challenged
comparison—claiming the superiority for those coun-
tries in which the Bible—that is the corrupt—¢ Judi-
crously obscure, and shockingly obscene” travestie of
the Ioly Seriptures which they call the Bible—is
frecly circulated, and where the holy Non-Catholic
or Lrotestant religion prevails.  We willingly aceept
the challenge, and though we will not insult the moral
condition of Catholic, by comparing it with that of
Protestant, countries—yet we can have o hesitation
in dwelling upon the *striking contrast® which their
entirely different moral aspects present.

The wretchedness of Ireland and the happiness of
England, form the staple of evangelical eloquence,
and No-Popery fustiun.  In this style of argument
the Dleverend mover of the above cited  Liesolu-
tion” approved himself an adept. He commenced
by calling the attention of his audience to ths rela-
tive conditions of Popish Ireland, and DProtestant
England— \What” he asked, * was the cause of the
marked difference between the two countries? enjoy-
ing equal advantages of soil and climate, and yet one
the stronghold of misery and vice—the other the
abode of wealth, peace and happiness. Why,” he
asked, “were the lrish such debased and degraded
creatures, whilst the Scotchman and Englishinan were
industrious, enterprising, and the living patterns. of
every social virtue 7’ He professed to give a sketch
of tae history of lreland, in which the honest gentle-
man forgot to mention, or even to allude {o, the Pio-
testant Penal Laws of the last century, laws which,
until within the lust few years, forbad the Catholic
to acquire or hold property—which offered a premium
to filial ingratitude—which prolibited Catholi¢ pa-
rents from educating their children at home—and
which inflicted pains and penalties upon them, if they
sent their children abroad to be educated. ©OF these
truly Protestant laws, in which the intelligeut reader
of history can find the causes for all the poverty and
ignorance of Ireland, the reverend gentleman-wade
ng.mnention ; velying perkaps on the crass.stupidity of
the majority of his audience, who, though wel ac-
quainted with the.price of lard or potash, seemed to
bé . entirely ignorant of events that occurred a few

¥ears.ago..

accounted for' it as the result of Popery, the.reverend
speaker, like a true Protestant, to:whoimn the posses-
sion of: wealth is tlie highest virtue-—indeed- it is the
only virtue of which many of hisfriends have fo bodst’
—logically concluded, frou the poverty, to the immor-
ality, of those “ debased and degraded Irish Papists:*
a conclusion whicli was received with applause by his
intelligent audience. Tn fact hereis bis argument :—
«T'he Irish are Catholics, and they are poor—there-
fore they are immoral; and as’ their religion is the
cause of their poverty, so also is-itthe cause of their
immorality. But Lingland is wealthy because Protest-
ant, and inoral and virtuous becaunse wealthy. ‘L'here-
fore Catholicity'is a damnable thing.”Q. E. D.

"T'hough a strong argument, we confess that we re-
quire solne stronger efidence for the ¢ hnmmorality”
of the Catholic Irish than that afforded by the fact of
their poverty. T'o obtain that evidence, we search his-
tory, consult statistics, and the reports ol traveliers;
we (ind therein ample confirmation of tlie poverty of
the lrish--of their attachment to their Popish faith
—but not a word about their ¢immorality.” We
will quote for the information of the Rev. Mr. Tay-
lor and kis wealthy fiiends, some of these evidences,
and leave it to the impartial reader to say how far
they justify them in speaking of the Catholics of Tre-
land as ¢ immoral, debased and degraded;” and then
by giving some statistics as to the morality ! of Pro-
testant Great Britain, we shall enable. the reader to
judge how far the contrast between the morality of
Popish, and of Protestant, countries is advantageous
to the latter.

The first witness we shall call into court is Sir
Francis [lead, well known for his staunch Protestant-
ism, and latred of Popery: lie at icast can not be
suspected of any Romanising tendencies—let us hear
him,

'I'he Ion. Baronet made, during the autumn of last
year, a rapid tour through Ireland, ¢ the sole object
of which was to inform hitnself as correctly as possible
of the real character of the Irish people” (p. 208).
And in order that he might study that character to
the best advantage he purposely selected those dis-
tricts of Ireland in which ¢ was to be seen 1he great-
est amount of poverty and misery,” (p. 103), and in
which of course, according to the Rev. Mr. Taylor’s
system of commercial ethies  crime and immorality”
would most abound.  Furnished with an order to the
constabulary, “ and a pass into any gaols or worklouses
he might desire to visit” (p. 104) he set off upon his
tour, noting dewn—what he saw with lis eyes, and
heard with lis ears; and the results we- have in the
little book before us, from which we are going Lo
quote largely. !

Sir Francis IHead visits the National Schools im-
mediately upon lis arrival in Dublin ; the first inpres-
sior: produced npon this Protestant stranger in a Po-
pish country, is thus described :—

“1n nocountry in the worltt that [ have ever wit-
nessed, have I ever beheld the indescribable native

studies, characterised their countenances; indeed it
was so striking that I feel confident no traveller of or-
diuary observation could fat# 10 observe it.??—(p. 38.)

Coming from a thoroughly Protestantised country,
these signs of purity and chastity, this“ native modes-
ty which characterised the countenances” of Trish
Dapist girls may well have surprised Siz I'. Head s
he was destined to be still further surprised before
leaving the domains of Popery. Ile starts off on his
tour tbrough Mayo and Galway. Every wlere Le
sees traces of Proiestant ascendancy, and of the ty-
ranny of the upstart Orange landlords, wlio, by a long
course of chicanery, and brutality, by the practice of
every mean and dishonorable artilice, have inanaged
to despoil the true Irisharistocracy of their lands and
wealth ; in fact be sees that an alien Protestantism
has robbed the-people of every thing but their virtue ;
that driving them {rom house and land it bas still left
them in possession of their purity and chastity,

¢ On each:side as we-trotted along were to Le scen
untooted cabius ... . we often miet grown up men and
women on whose cowmnenances were indelibly im-
priuted the words ¢ ramuwe.?’  The alllictions of 1848
had passed ; their suflevings lud ceased ;. they were
now po.donger in want of foad, but their system had
never recovered from the pressure to. which it had
been subigcted.”—(p. 1L1).

Bere is another picture :—
*¢¢] came as usualto a small village of unroofed calins,
from the sturk walls of which to my astonishment, 1
saw here and there proceeding a little smoke ; and o
approaching it [ beheld a picture I'shull not readfly
forget. The- tenants had all been eviered, amdt yet,
dreadful 10 say, they were there still! The childien
nestling, and the puor women haddling together unden
i temporary lean-to .of straw. Under another shed [
found- a tall woman heavy with childy a- daughter of
about-16, and four younger children.”—(p; 136). -

Men too were there, haggard'looking and desperate;
perkaps cursing Protestantism and Protestant Land-
lords in their hearts, as they botlt richly deserve.—
“AsIwasa Saxon stranger” says Sir F. Heal,
“of the same religion as the landlord that liad evicted
them, and as I happened to have in my pocket, be-
-sides-silver, a quantity of loose gold, I might not un-
-reasonably have expected to have received among
their ruined hovels what is commonly called a rough
welcome.” The worthy baronet’s fears were ground-
less5 the ¢ ruined' hovels”. the misery and grief, were
the- work of Protestantism ;. but the noble virtues of
the woe-begone men women-and children were the
genuine (ruits of Popery. And here, as throughout
his tour, the surprised: Protestant found that the good
triumphed over the evil, and timt the Papist virtues
of the * degraded:Irishman * as the Rev. Mr. Tay-
lor calls him, shed-a gleam of heavenly light over ‘the
surrounding I'rotestant desolation. IPe gave a trifl-
ing alms, and being followed by the prayers and be-
nedictions of the * debased Irish,” he adds:—

¢ They were really good people,?? these debased and

Having established: the,. poverty of the ]ni's_.[x_,: and "

degraded Irish—-eh, Mr. Taylor! ‘‘and fom wharl,
read iu their countenances 1ifeel confident that, if; in<.

‘modesty which, in their play-ground as well asin their.

stead of ‘distibuting among them a few shiflinas [
had askedl them to feed me, with the ki'mlest-'h’osp‘i-'ml-
ity they would readily have donie so, and’ thial with
gold in iy pocket T might have slept umong them in (he-
most perfect securily.?<(p. 137). :

- But it seems that these ¢ immaral, degraded
have a religion after all, altho’ not blessed'with Bib|e-
Societies, and tract pediars:—

¢ The devotional expressions of the: lower ¢lass of
Irish, aiid 1he meekness and resiguation with whic}, -
they bear misforinne or aflictiony struck me very:forei-
bly. ¢1haveu’taten u bit this blessed day—glory be
10.God ’>—sail ong woman.. ¢ Troth I’ve been suffir-.
ing a Ihong time from poverty and sickness—glory Le.
1o God—said another.”. .. . (Ib).

" And be adds—¢ A Protestant clergyman of great
experience told me, that ?n all Jis intercourse witl;
Irish Catholics he had never met with an wifidel.”
(p. 138). "What Protestant clergyman in. England
or Scotland could say—¢ that it all Lis intercourse:
with Protestants Jie had never-met with un o fidel 7

Sir F. Head visits the poor-houses: still lie sees
poverty indeed, but few signsof vice. At Ballinrobe:
there were 995 inmates ;:—

¢ The women.were evidently of the humblest class .
and yel I did not see among. thern a countenance that-
appeared to acknowledire 10 wany fault but extreme
poverty.®—(p. 114): '

Queer thing this Popery: SirPrancis cap’t under--
stand it: he goes into.the most wretclied™ hovels, he:
linds pleniy of poverty, rags and liunger; but he
can’t find erime.  Of a house oceupied by pigs, w.
donkey, &c., he writesr—

¢ In a house of this-sert it is customary 1o take in, at
1d..a night, lodgers, young and old, male and femule.
and aithongh atl sieep togelher, | have been assured.
by the constabulary, as-well us by various masters of
work-lousesy that the cenducl of these poor people iz
drveproachuble.?—(p. 117),, '

And so be jogs along, armongst unrcofed villages,
and over tracts of country once jeylul with the
voices of thousands of human beings, but where deso-
lation now reigus; when he comes to a.police sta-
tion hie asks his invariable question— Is there much:
crime in the neighborhood 1 but still, to his surprise,
sergeants aud constables repeat the same: answer—
“ Very little indecd”?—(p. 121.) At Oughterard ths
following scene and dinlogue took place Betwist the
baronet and the head constable :—

¢ The head constable, who had been at the siation-
for four years, informed me that fittle or 1o erime was
committed ju the neighborhood ; that the offences
were trivial, and very rare. As a proof of the honesty
of the people of the countey he added, that lew hiouses
in the neighborhood had sither bolt, bar, or shutters.”

¢¢ He also inlormed me that, ubout four or tive mouths
agn, & greal many evictions bad taken place in the
ueighborheod, privcipally on the Martin propenty,
170,000-acres, lately purchased by a London Lile In-
suraunce Company; that he had 1o attend at all these
evictions, but that ¢ there was 1o resistance.” **

“eWhat became of the people evicted 22 | in-
quired. ’

¢ ¢ They went,” he replied, ¢to the waorkhiouse, to-
America, Englaud, or wherever they could get emns
ployment.?

¢+ Did they eemmit any depredations duoring theic
distress ?? ] asked.

«¢They did not, 1ndade, sic!® he veplied.”—(p.
186.)

At Moycullen our traveller asks, «ITas there been..
much ciime here 1 he is answered,  Excepting
few cases of drunkenness, no oltences forr some time.
Nothing cau be more tranquil and peaccable than
‘this neighboibood.”  This natwrally leads to the
guestion of the sobricty of the Trish as a people.~—
‘Llie following is Sir I'. Head’s experience :—

“ As it appears from the above statement of the con—-
stable that drunkennress is ciie of the offences that has
been ocuasionally brovght before him, I feel it right
to state that, up-to-the period of my arrival at Ooghte-
rard, 1 had voly in lreland, exceptivg in the police-
cell in Dubtin, seen-one drunken person, e¢hther mule
or femade P—(p: 195.)-

We have then a contrast betwixt the drunkeniess
of Protestant Seotland,. “the morality of which.
country is proverbial,” says Sir I7. Ueud, with a bit-
ter irouy, and the drunkenness of Popish lreland,
whose people are, according to the Rev. Dr. Taylor,
“imwmoral, debused, and degraded.”  We find the
lollowing statistics, from which we leave our readers -
to draw their own cenclusions (p. 196) :—

Population. Gallna, of Spirits, |
Scotland in the year, 1830, 2,570,754 consuined 6,935,003
Ieland, ¢ 7 < §515,794 “ 6,973,333
- But above ail is Sir . Head-astonished at one re-
sult, of Popery, and of the Confessional—the chasti- .
ty, the--to aa. lZnalish Protestant certainly—incredi-
ble chastity. of the «debased, degraded, immoral,
poverty-stricken lyish.”  We will let the astounded
Protestant speak for himsell—(p. 207 to p. 210) :—-

« From: the morning on which 1had visited the
arent model National Schwol in Marlborough Street,
Dublin, 10 the honr of my arrival at Galway, I had re-
marked in the Irish female countenance, an iunate or
native modesty more clearly legible than it has ever
been my fortune o read in journeying througl any
other country on the globe. : -

« Of the pure aud estimable character of English--
women, 1 believe 1o one is a niore enthusiastic ad-
mirer than mysell ; nevertheless 1 must adlere to the-
truth of what'T have above stated, and I do so without
apology, because I am. convineed that no man of or-
diuary obsgrvation can have travelled, vr cau now
travel, through Ireland, withow cosroburating the faer.,

¢ But ] have lived long enongh 1o kuow that out-
ward apperance canuol always be trusted, and, ac--
cordingly, wherever I wenty h made inquiries, the re-
sult of which was wnot uyly to confirm, but.to aver-

.confirm,. my own .vbservation ; iudeed, from_ the Re-

sident Commissioner of the-Hoard of National Educa-
tion in the metropolis, down to the governors of jails
and masters-of the remstest workhouses, I recelved
statements of the chastityof the Irish women so ex{ra0r- -
dinary, that Imust confess 1 could nol believe them ; .
ini truth I was infinitely more puzzled by what I heard
than by the simple evidence of .y own eyes.

¢ [ resolved, therefore, that before T.concluded 1y,
trifling tour, the sole. object of which.had been to in-.




