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. interpretations: /. So great. were -the suspicions
thus lt:rous:ed and 5o perfidiotily woven 1bé web,

at.] bad to leave Rome and to condemn myself.
:2 live in complete sohitade. . Yes,'m!jlggd, ‘gugh
bas been my. life for near a year  past. I'had
gelected an uoknown and almost inaccessible re-
treat, 2nd thése acrusatious were hushed by my

absence. But 1'beard of the Grand-Vestal’s

sorrows, I bastened back te Rome, to devote

myself to her for whom I would give my life,
apd at the first step I am agaw beset l,)y ‘this
secret persecution .... 1am denounced.’ .

¢ Young mao,’ said Vibius solemaoly, swhea Me-
tellus bad ceased speaking ; ¢ you asked my ad.
vice, ..., hereitis. l.cave Rome .matanlly,
return to your hiding-place. Should .it not be
safe enough, burrow, if necessary, 10 1be_bowel5
of the earth, but hide, try to be forgotten. This
15 all I can say to you.

¢1 shall do it exclaimed Metellus. ¢ Yes, I
shall go! but not unul I have ascertained whether
a mao whom Sositheus followed yesterday, and
whom he saw eoter one of the taverns ot the
Villa Publica, is not Pheedria, my father’s mur-
derer, the victim 1 demand of heaven and hell
since two years past.’

¢ Good-bye,’ said Vibius, addressing the Vestal
and Metellus. ¢ You bare heard and waderstoed
me. Reflect and act.’

Apd the cautious old courtier left the room,
mutteriog to himself :
¢ By Mimerva! one must have prudence. Let
us keep clear of these dangerous mysteries. I
have got enough already with my unlucky jest
about tke flies?

CHAPTER X!I. — THE DAUGHTER OF THE
CXSARY AND THE DAUGHTER OF THE
PEOPLE,

Whilst Metellus was narrating his story to
Vibius, the divine Aurelia had given orders to
send up to ber the new slave she bad purchased.

¢I shall soon see,’ she thought, ¢ whether I
must sacrifice this youog girl to 1 don’t koow
what exigencies ¥’

Cecilia was introduced nto the * cubiculum?
where her mistress awaited her coming. The
poor child had scarcely recovered from the suf-
ferings she bad borne during several months, and
from the cruel emotions she bad felt during the
act of mancipation which separated her forever
from her father and her lover, from all who
cared for her.

She koew not whose slave she had become,
but surmised from Aurelia’s magnificent cortege
and the spleadors of her house, that she must be
‘a wealthy patrician. But she bad otteo heard
speak of the refined barbarity of the atrons
towards the unfortunate creatures who waited
upon them, and she could not help fearing that
God had destined ber for new trials. She ap-
proached Aurelia with respect/ul deference, but
with suck evident fear that the latter could not
fail to eotice it.

'Gome pearer,y said lindly the nable girl,
Placed so bigh by fate and who was moved by
the appearance of the charming creature whom
fortuae had made ber slave ; ¢ come, I am not a
very terrible mistress.’

Kocouraged by the caressing tone of this
sweet voice, Cecilia raised her eyes, and she
thanked (God 1o her heart, when she saw the
gentle face of Domilian’s niece.

¢ What 1s your name ?’ 1oquired the divine Au-
relia.

¢ Cectha, wmadam, replied the young girl
bumbly, but without fear this time,

. ¢ Say that you have not come here to betray
me,’ said Aurelia abrupily, and looking her slave
full in the face.

¢ What do you mean, madam !’ exclaimed Ce-
cilia, who drew back iavoluatarily, so surprised
she was at this sirange question. fI, betray
you! ....?

¢ On! I knew that could not be!’ said the
young patrician, noticing the spontaneous move
ment and evident surprise of the slave. ¢ Let
us see, however,) she added, remembering the
remarks of Vibws., ¢ What did that horrible
Regulus say to you when I took you away ?’

* Regulus? .... Regulus?’ repeated Cect
lia, astomished and besitating, * Who is he ?

The youog girl did not know her torturer’s
Dame.

‘ Regulus, who stood near the slave -dealer
who sold you.’

‘Ab! .... his name Regulus .... Well,
madam, he told me I should be free as soon as |
would obey bim.’ )

¢ And what 13 it you must do, to obey him ?’

¢T must degounce my benefactors, F'lavia Do-
mitilla and Tlavius Clemens.’

‘Flavia Domitilla and Flavius Clemens !’
cried the divine Aureha, at the beight of aston-
1sbment. ¢ What do you say? my relations !

3

*Your relations,’ repeated Cecilia with as
mach surprise.

 Yes, my relations, Are you then not aware
that I am the Emperor’s niece ¥’

‘ No madam,’ replied the young slave simply.

There was a pause. The divioe Aurelia was
plunged io thought. She knew already that Re-
gulus was tryiog to ascertain the affiliatian of
ber family with the worship of Christ, in order,
doubtless, to inform the emperor. What sur-
prised her was the boldpess of this new attempt,
and the still stronger fact that Cecilia shouid
hare such intimate acquaintance with Flavia Do-
mitilla and Flavius Clemens, as to bave acquired
the right of styling them her benefactors,

* How. did you come to know my relations?
she asked.

¢ Madam, previous to my misfortune, I saw
Flavia Domitilla every day, and I had the honor
of receiving a daughter’s welcome in the consul’s
house.’ :

‘ Indeed [ and how did this come to happen 7’

Bat instead of replying to this question, Ceci-
la looked down, embarrassed and sileat, To
explain the cause of ber intimacy with that noble
family, would be to reveal the secrets for which
sbe had suffered all the tortures mnflicted by Re-
gulus, Ttis true that the divine Aurelia bad
spoken of ber relationship with Flavia Domitilla

and Flavius Clemens ; but was this sufficient for
Cecilia to forget the rules of prudence which

't this sumple word contained.

made:it henduty.:olt

brethren 1o the religion

of Clirist 3770 .

7 “The-divine Aureha remarked. her- sl}a\igfs ‘be'sL-\_
‘talion sud-felt offended ; but she also suspected

sbe motive of ber silesce. AP
¢Can 1t he that you are a Christian 7 she
asked, and there was a certain bitierness 1o her
voice. , o :
* Yes, madam, I am a Cliristian, _rephet_i (.Je-‘
cilia, who could not suspect what a reyeiation
$You are a Christisn! Ak! I understand
pow? But T am not an informer!’ cried Aure-
lia in a tone of reproach. Ther a suspicios
flashed to her mind :
¢ How does it happen,” sbe added, °that you
can be a slave 1if Flavia Dominlla protected
on? L
¢] wassold by my:father, without Flavia Do-
mitlla’s koowledge.)
¢ By vour father I’ exclaimed the divine Aure-
lia. ¢ But this 13 dreadful! A! I remember
now, it was written on the ticket of sale that you
are of [ree condition, It 1s then true 2
¢ Yes, madam.’
¢ And your father sold you. A father may
then sell bis daughter ¥’ '
¢t seems co, madam, since the judges have
declared that it cauld be done. o
' The judges! What! judges bave said this?
But, were you not defended by Plny-the-Young-
er? asked Aurelia, remembering what Vibius
had said.
+1 do not know, madam, I know that I was
brongbt before the Pretor, and I saw there my
father, my betrothed, and other friends who
claimed me. I koew also that this man you call
Regulus came to tell me, some time after, that
there was no hope for me and I was really his
slave. DBut whether or not I was defended by
Pliny-the~Younger, I caonot say.’
(To be Cuntinued.)

THE LAND QUESTION OF IRELAND.
(FROM TIMES EPECIAL COMMISIIONER.)

No. 7. .
Nrnaar, Aug, 18.

The line from Clonmel to this place, by Limeriek,
diverges from the vailey of the 8air aloog uplanda of
no grest interest until you reach the little town of
Cabir. Here it touches the extreme elopes of the
Galties, and, crossing the valley of Aberlow, ruos for
miles westward through the Golden Vale. As you
advance into this magnificent tract the bounty of
Nature seems to increage in proportion to the remisss
nees of man; the noble pastures become more rich,
the signs of good husbardry g=ow less frequeat, No
estate from the Limerick Junction to Limerick can
be compered to that of Lord Deity as regards the
external pigns of prosperity ; the character of the
country is that of marvellous but undeveloped ler-
tility, the broad expanges of radiant verdure are ill-
fenced, il'--quered. and oot balf-draiced and there
is a marked deficiency of good farm buildings. As
you draw cloze to Limerick the usual influences-of a
Jarge city mako themeelves felt, caltivation appears
more cireful and trim; you pas3 enclosm:as and
market gardens, and the ecene is animated with more
traces of ipdustry. Torwiog frcm Limerick to the
north-east, tho train peneirates the low linds between
the Shannon acd the high mounlain range that
divides Tipperary into its two Ridiogs; and, after
gaing through a district traveraed by streams descend-
ing to the great river, and in places extending into
wet flate, yon reach a fine wide plain, surronnded oy
hills, from the centre of which rize the low roofs,
roand tower, and steeples of the town of Nenagh.
Thie place ia the capitsl of the North Riding of
Tinperary, yet does tot differ in any respect from ike
orfiinary small conntry towns of Muuster. It is com-
posed of the usual main atrest of plaln square houaes
with slated roofs, intersected by streeta of the same
kiod edged on all pides with lapes of mud cabing;
and, ag often is the case with towns in Irela-d, its
most conspicnous public buildings beeides rather a
pretty Court-bouse and s qusint old bastion, lately
repaired and known by the name of the Round of
Nenagh—are the large union workhouss, the gaol,
snd the barracks. The trade of Nenagh is wholly
confined to agricuitural produce sod rgtail com-
modities, aud the place haa rather a dec:nymg agpect,
The population, as has been the case with tbe jnland
towna of 'reland generally, hit declined between
1851 and 1861 from 7,343 to 6 282 gouls, .

The country round Neuagh for several miles pre
sentn a great variety of featares. The plain, of which
the town i8 the central point, i & broad and geaerally
fertile tatle-land, here and thers swelling into gentle
eminences, and spreading out into five corn land and
pasturcs, interspersed with farm houres acd country
weats, The landscape is pleasing, traoquil, and rich -
gsigna of wealth and good caltivation are numerous;
the breads of cattle and horses are excellent; many
of the homeateads, roofed with the thick, dark slate
pecaliar to the neighbourhood, are well bailt; and
the crops, ripening under the August sun, give a fair
promlye of an abundant harveat. This tract though
very inferior on the whole in fertility to the Golden
Vsle, contains, neveriheless, much vslgnble land ;
and, 88 a great part of it 18 }aid out Iu tillage, it has
the look of induatry that in most places belongs to
an agricultaral diatrict. All around the horizou is
closed by billa in frregular maeses at ccnsiderable
distances, a range to the south, orowned by the higa
Keeper, being the boundary between the two Ridings,
while the Dnbarrows ehut ont the Shannon to the
weat j to the north rises the cone of Knocksbegowns,
and the far Slieveblooms spread their line eastward.
As you approach the slopes of the nearer mountains
the 1and becomes more poor and thin, flocks of sheep
replace the cattie in the valley, stone crops oat of
the half-enclosed fislds, good f(arm-touses become
jnfrequent, and the whale ecene has rather a barron
aepect. When, however, at the little village of
Portroe youa aross the extreme sdge of the Duharrow
range, and descend into the lowlands beneath, a
most beautifal landscape gladdens tbe sight. Tue
broad Sbapaon at thia point has expanded into &
vast brimming mere, between heights that incline to
the water and end in terraces and baoka of green,
crowned with wooda and formed into parks and en-
closures, from which rise the roofsof many a fize
wansion. From this, its southern and most picture:que
limit, Lough Derg stretches in breadths of gray be-
tween iglets and eminences nortbward, aod the whole
scene, with its blanded features ot sublimity. richoess,
and fine culture, is only surpassed by that of Killarney,
I visited the possessor of one of tbe handssmest
placea on the Tipperary side of the lake, and was
charmed with the almost tropical vegetation, peou-
liar to s few favonred apots in Ireland in our northera
climes. The holly, thearbutus, and the rhcdodgu(}ron
grow here to the sime cf real trees; aud as if in a
garden of the Heaperides, the golden fruitage of the
orange and lemon treeg, planted out on 8 turf of
exquisite green, mellewed in the warm, moisl, and
prolific air. . .

The soclal economy of this neighbourbood does not
differ in many respecta fram that of most other parts
of the country. Farms vary in size from 200 to 10
and 15 acree, Irish measure— that is, comp.red to
English, about three to five—and are fairly divided
between pasture and tillage. Some fsrme ere ex-
ceedingly well snltivated and have excellent h: me:

a3 good ; a large prop.riion have s slovenly appear-

g thepkirts,
of the moud'aing, -.Agricultura) wages, whichat the
time of the Devon Commiesion did not exceed 43.8
week, and were even lese, now range from 63 to 10s.;
farm eervants- livicg - with tbeir e€mployers; receive
from 10l to 141 a year. and ‘thejr food; and, owing
probably to tho demand for labcur in the: slate
quarrier,. [ heard fewer complaioté ;on this head than
wiien I wans at (Qlcomel. - Oz'shzirbcle, the enndi-
tion of the. agricultural labourer at tbe preseat time
i3 reagonably good ; he appears ‘tolerably well. alad
and fed; aad the jmmense emigratioo of this class
which has oceurred during the last 20 years.in this
ard otber parts of the conuury is fagt dimivishing,
and will saon, probably, ceass. The rent of Iand in
the days of Arthur Young varied from 10s. to 253.
thedriah acre ; stthe period of the Devon Commission
it bad risen to from 16a. to.B53.; it bas only very
alightly advanced ; and, followiug thi proporiion I
have before made, I hava no doabt that 1t i3 now less
brréensome that it was 25 or 93 years ago. Although
differing in a few particulars, the landed system of
thia neighbourhood j#, vevertheless, essentially the
same a8 that which prevails throughout the ccuatry,
and is attended by the samo geveral coracquences.
The great majority of the owpers in fee are Proteat-
ants, the mass of the farmers being Roman C-tholies,
and thie circnmstance, no doubt cruses a certain
amogat of socia! antagonism. The fow Roman Ca
tholic proprietora, however, that are found ars not
more liked than their Protestant equals ; indecd,
a>me who bave bseo introduced through the opera-
tion of the Landed Bitates Acts were described to
me as being very uopopular. Absentesism prevsils
to a considerable extent, and iz accompanied by the
usual results in gerving the occuapier from the owner
of the soil, though Bome of the absentes estates are
administered npon sn equitable syatem. A large
number of moderateaized estates occurs in this neigh-
bourbood than clsrwhere; the owners of them are
naually resident, and eome sre certainly good land-
lords but [ have beard several coodemned as unjust
and grindiag, and not afew, I believe, are embarraszed

and needy.

Theae conditions of the ownership of the soil, thongh
congistent with a certain amount of prosperity, can-
nat, even when viewed by themselves, be pronounced
to be of a good tendency. Turoiog to the state of
the oceupying tensntry, I found it, geperally speak-
ing, the same aa thay in the otber places I visited —
that is, i} is not, oa the whole, unprosperouvs, con-
sidered in B material point of view, but thers isa
great deal to cause just dizsatiefaction, and elements
of gerions disorder are latent. I heard, a3 usual,
some complainta of rack-reats, and instancee, sgs
matter of courss, might be cited; but I am satisfied
that the land is pot, generally rack-rented; with
rare exceptiong reats bave not risen in anythiag like
praportion to prices; sud, as a rule, the farmers are
well off, many of them having good bslauces ia the
banke, the accumulations of years of succesaful in-
duatry, Paseing, however, to the circumstances of
the ocoupier's tenure, [ met, in rather ac aggravated
form, the wha'e train of unfortunate phenomena to
which I have already directed attention. The land-
lords, with very few exceptions, muach fewer thaan in
tbe neighboarho~d of Olonmel, have done very little
in the way of improvement, and almost everything
that during two generations hag besn added to the
value of the soil bas bean the resolt of the libour of
the teoantry. Yet leases in this district ars exceed-
ingly rare, even for the most brief agricultnral terms;
on some estates they are peremptorily refused, snd
that sometimes I believe, mest unjastly; and thus
the class which, in point of fact, has well nigh
created the wealth of thia neighbourbood has no cer-
tain interest in the land in which its capital and
industry have been sunk, is liable to bs extruded
from it at a eix months' notice withnut a shill'ng of
compensation, or may Bes its legitimate profita filched
away by s dishonest increase of rent by the landlord,
Sush a state of things, whatever the cause, is chviously
iojurious to the general welfare, and makea the
tenant & mere dependent, exposed to wrong of every
deacription ; and thongh T am far from saying that
the landlorda bare bave abused largely their enormons
power, [ have been told certaioly of some painfal in-
stances. Thua it has been said that on aome estates
noticea to quit are regularly served every year in
order 1o give the landlords the means of raising the
rate of rent 88 they pleage, and T have been informed
of cases in which 8 w.dowed tenant bas beea for-
bidden to remarry from mere frivolous whim and
caprice ; a reatriction which, if it were in a contract,
wonld be clearly contrary to public policy, being thns
made a condition of ‘eunre, A good deal of coercior,
too, has been practised, even of ate years, at elections ;
and when I add that, precarious as they are, the sale
of farms held at will i3 common, that great prices are
given for these intereats, and yet that the landlords
may extinguish them as they please, this ordar of
thiiga must be described as at least being open to
frightful abuses.

1 aball not at present discusa the question —resers-
ed till I ahall covsider hereatter the ianded syatem of
Ireland £.6 & whole—to what extent these deplorable
anomulios may bs charged on landlords or tenanta in
Ireland, or whether they are not ratber dae to a com-
plication of nnfortunate circumatances. Imust here,
howevar, anticipate an objection that is certain to
ocenr to many of your renders. The greater portizn
of tha Iand of Fogland, probably, is held under ten-
ancies at will merely, and, as thig state of thinga is
not fruitful of evll, why should we suppose the result
to be different In Ireland ? Bat in the first place, a
tenant.at. will in Eogland receives bis farm in good
order from hia landlord, and, as & rule, never ginks
capital in it; the Irigh tenauts-at-will or their pre-
decesgora in moat instances have entered boldings
that were in a rude, uncaltivated state, and heve de-
posited in them the fraits of yesrs of indastry. In
the secord place, the tenant-at-wil! in England is,
spaaking generally, a man of substanes, who can deal
with his landlord at arm’s length; in Ireland be is,
for the most part, & mere peagant, who can seldom
contract on terms of equality. Again, too, the feel-
ing between landlo:d and tenant ia Eagland is more
kindly than in Ireland, and more calcnlated to lead
to liberal dealing; and, above all the taking of land
in England i8 regulated in part by locsl custom and
fn pactby the competition of oapital; in Ireland it is
8till regulated in eome degree by the campetition of
paverty, The cage in England is that of a fair part-
nership in which the partners, if they unite their
fonds in the common stock, do not confusa their
gbares, and atand on a footing sufficiently ; the case
in Ireland is that ot an association, in which the
weaker party is often practically compelled to ox-
pend largely without beiog able to obtain gecurity
for bis expenss, and has nsthing to trust to for are-
torn but the honour or forbearance of the stronger,
whose apparent interest ia tte other way, who ia
sometimas not well-disposed towarda him, and of
whom he is usually the mere dependent. The cases,
therefors, are essentially different; and to apply
principles that, a8 rzspects one, may not be attended
with tangible evil to the other, which i3 entirely dis-
tinst, is falge logie, and, msy be bad leglaiation, I
proceed to give ome or two illustrations of this
vioions system in this neighbourhzod, taking, proba-
bly, a very favourable instance. Cloge to this town
ig the fine eatate of Mr. Staford O'Brien, well known
ag one of the mast popular of Tipperary landlords
and though, unfortunately, usually an sbgentee, liked
by the people and generally respected. Hie'
agent, too, bears & high character, and I do not
doabt haa ever entertained & thought of doing en. in-
tentional wrong to a tenant. I walked on the lands
wes pleassd with them, and entered oasiially ‘into
converpation with the good dame of one'of' the moat
snbatantial occupiers. There was an.excellent slat-

stends and offices; the majority cannot be daseribed |

ed houas on the farm that cost probably .1504. ;. and
this -nd the adjsining offices bad been .built, she in-
formed me, oat of ber marrisge portion, The rest

- — T T
rdiviilgi ves.of - his:\ance’. In consequence; doubiless; of the proximity of.).
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“cover.a.very.great-number of - hoases, :but you méet
‘many thatched mud oabins, eapecially alo
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was, and always h-_-;_(_lﬁbfa_je,n‘

bend i HeTely a tens
1bat. I could discover; ‘and he
8 prospect ofone. ‘I asked’

by.be ki&d, been “g0.0E-

withouta particle -of.resl ..seurity. . She ' replied,

pointivg fo's ruined "cabin, ' That wea all the so-
comodotivn when I came bere, and a decent’ couple
_ I then askea why he had - not
applied for a lease, ncd with what tenure he would
be ealisfied, regard baing had -to it guilay Ske
anawered that “ Mr, Htsfford Q'8rien preferrel his
people.to trust to his word
trouble bis honour; that, verhups; his agent end he

| would noc be pleaged ;- that the land would possibly

be revalued if an application for a leass wers made;
and, of course, than a mere 21 yeara’ leass would, in
such circumstaocer, be of no advan'age,” Things
might a3 well remnia 28 they were, trusiing to 8 gen-
Ueman who was good to the tepant and. kept faith,
upless they could gst a ferm of 50 to 60 years; that
would be of real use to them.” .

In another case, on the game estite s hruse worth.

about 250/, had beea built uader similar circumstan-
ces, aod I heard comments of much the seme charac-
ter, Suach instances, and I select purposely an estate
that beara a good pame, deserve, in my jadgment,
gerious attention. Here is & tenant who 1 actuaily
forced, if he would maintain his wife and family in
comfort, to invest his e1pital in bis' landlord's land,
unleas he chuoses to run the most doubtful chance of
being able to find a farm elsewhere. Ho adds eaor-
mouély to the value of the property, the owner and
his agent consenting ; but he doss not obtain aoy
return, excapt the bare countinanes of occapation,
and for this, being a yearly tenant, he has not a sha~
dow of security. He ia perfectly awre of hig preca~
rious peeition, and would gladly, if he could, be as-
sured & tenure that would restore his outlny or con-
firm bim in the posgeasion to which, uatil compen-
sated, be has a moral claim; but thonght his lind-
lord is an upright man, and is deservedly liked in the
neighbonrhoad, he is besei by a vague tear that, if
he shal} make this equitable request, hemay displesse
the superior he dreads at heart, that he mny give
someé unknown offence, that.he may bring unpleasant
consequences on himself; aod he prefera to remsin
in perilous uncertainty. trusting to “a word that
may be aa good a8 a bord,” but whick ia neither
equally clear or durable, to setking to procure a
gaarantee to which he is unquestionably entitled, bat
the concession of which will, he thinks, be distaste-
ful. Does not such a case throw a light inlo the re-
ceszes of the land system of Irelacd, and ehow how
in its existing condition, it works icjuriously to the
publi¢ good, how it may. generate ill-will, mwistrust,
want of confiderce, and how it may lead to cruel in-
justica? And if such things ere done in the green
tres, what may be done in vhe dry - if caves like these
are of common occurrence on the property of owners
who merit eateem, and who would not actively com
mit & wrong, what may and does happen on estates
of which the owners are of & different charagter, or
are tempted by embarragsments to appropriate what
1n consciencs belougs to otbers? I koow it will be
replied that all this is theory~—that {righ tenants do
not care for leasos, that they actaolly like being ten-
antg-at-will—silly plauaibilities with which igno
rance or self-interest endeavour to set ss’de reason.
[t i3 likely enough that many tenants in [reland in a
siwilar position to the one I bave describod would
never put forward a claim to a lease ; nor shonld I
blame them, if they profesged themeelvea dissatisfied
with an ordinary term of 21 years. Bat, aotwith-
standing some sapient notions to the contrary, liish
DAiurs regembles human patare, It likes reaping
where it 48 own; it preferes security to ruia and
nncertaioty ; and there ia nothing an Irish tenant
crizes in the abstract 6o much as & durable fenure.

The neighbourtood of Nenagh bas been fres from
agrarian orime during several yoars, Yet in this, as
in other parts of the country, the agrarian spirit more
or less provaile, Few landlords won!d, [ think, dare
to proveke it, It sffecta perceptibly the management
of proper'y. There is & curlous equity in this avil
epirit which in most instances ia respected ; the great
object of the popular desire being to retain the occus
pier of land in posasession, but sutject to u not cn-
reasonable rent, it seldom visits with ita vengeance a
landlord who evicta a defaniter fn this respect, but
only those who evict on whst i3 called * title” —that
ie, after a notice t2 quit. This i3 exactly eimilar to
Trades' Union:am  which, like other confederacies,
bag ita standard of right, from wi.ch it does not
readily deviate, snd which assumes the mask of jas-
tice in the commission of crime. Here, as e!sewhere
aa ] wen! am 'ng the peasantry, I heard of vagae de-
manda for*¢ fizity of tenuse,” and wild asgertions to
a kind of right to the soil ; but such expreasions wire
not well defined ; and in most inatances the claim
wad restricted to a tenant right after the eale of good
will, acd to an extension of occupation whieh wonld
give compensation for pastimprovements. QOne rash
enthuslast said to me boldly, ¢ We have pulled down
the tyrant Oburch, and we will next pull down the
tyrant landlorda;” but, ag a general rale, T heard the
tenant's case put forward in a tolerably rational man.
ner.  Oane very important clais of persons was more
open of more precise in its phllosophy with respect
to the Liand Question, I bave bad the hor oar of be-
ing introduced to several beads of the Roman Catho-
lic Ohuzch, and these prelates, whenever they tonch-
ed on the subjrct, seemed not to have extravagant
notions, to appreciate the problem in its va-iona boar-
inge, and to understand the enormons difSculty of
solviag it on the principle on which it must be set
tled——redpest to existing righta of property. But
nearly all the younger Roman Ostholic clergy whose
ideas on this matter [ have endeavonred to ascert:in
have been more abaolute in their tone; nave denounc
ed the landlords, as a class, severely ; acd have de
clared, with remsrksble unanimity, that aothing
ought to content the tenant save a perpetual or very
long interest, at a rent to be adjusted by the State
This Ianguage, from the lips of men who possess ex.
traordinary influence oves the peopls, is significant
and deeerves to be noticed; I shall not specnlate
whethe: it ia the geuunine expreasion of sentiment of
their flocks uttared by pastors comparatively in a
state of indeapendence, or whether it ia the peculiar
coaviction of a class anhappily- during many years
not & litile hostile to Irish landlords, and too prone
to involve them in a Bweeping condemnation.

THE IRISH UNIVERSITY QUESTION.
(From the London Tablel,)

It we had only read the comments which moat of
the daily papers have been making on the resolutions
of the Irigh Episcopate, we should never guess that
the demands of the latter were anything else than
waat the Pall Mall Gazette says they are—* olaims
to regulate all publioeducation in Ireland.” Nothing
lesg conld acoount for all the withering denuncia-
tions of such attempts as these to bring the State
under bondage to the Ohurch. Let na aee what it is
that is snnbbed a8 so hopelesa and impracticable a
demand. The biskops begin by laying down the
sxiom lbat mizxed edacation iz a bad thirg, and In-
consisfen: with Catholic principles, and they appeal
with confidence to the koown sentiments of a Oatho-
lic nation to. oppose, by . any constitational- meang,
the extension rud the perpetuation of the syatem. ~—
They go on (0 svy that Oatholic parenta have a right
to procure, aa far ag possible, for their children a
good gecular education. Moreover, tkat if a Oatholie
eduoation does not etart fair with other competitors
in the raos, religlous equality cannot be said to have:
any real existence. The bishopa have learat thet
Her Mejeaty’s pressat advisers intend !to legislate
for [zeland in accordance with the wighes of its peo
ple’ and they declare. their conviction that the vast
majority of the uation will be satiefied with nothing’
short ot a ! complete Bystem of education, baged upon
religion.’ Now, supposing Govercment to have
made up its mind to provide ‘thls, two Loursos are’

_ i:i_'.‘_"é'g'p_iv?.lept“”?
ther.n leass*por | 1
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o Taiversity, which woulg
ar; 8s..the State was conserned , o
Goanoing @ .uew university, Even this, we should
imagine, would ot be so very monstrous a proposis
;;gn'-;g.utx' gopntlx:yk{_vhﬂref tfhe vaBt majority.is- Ostho-

0. .But, a8 & m1tter of fact, the bishopg have atk..
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sia€ -Gluers, 8uOuid e fairly represedted >inm " the
governiug body. It 13 hard To- oo oy L 0o
csuld well be more moderate, unless, indeed, " it is
outrageous presumption to hope that any provision
will bo made of .which the maes of the vation can
avail iteelt, and uoless all schemes wl) be refased
erat any way acceptabl

the majority. Itis all very well to siy thn?to cgr;:
p_ly_wn.h Ate desires of the- Qatbolic Irigh is impea.
8ibla, beoanse the Protestants of England and Scot.
land will not bear of mouney being vated for Gatholic
purposed, but we fail t0 ses tn what reapect uny
pringlpla would thas be touched that ia not already
sacrificed by the existeace of der.ominationsl gr ntg
in Englsqd. ’ljo say that the wisheg of two-thirds
of the Umte'd Kingdom are to override the wighes of
the other third, ia an argument which would hate
been jnst ag valid for the retention of the Church
Ea.t-ahllshmen_:.nq for that of the educational system.
I' is thsrefore imperative on those who srgus thus
to sssnme thita compliance with the Bishops’ de-
mands would give them a control aver the minds of
future grnerations, and an icfluence quite indepen-
dent of the voluntary eangent of the lairy. We have
stated on a former oceasion what we believe? would
be the suswer of the laity, if consulted, but, s far ag
ll?e requicements of the Bishopa go, they expresaly
disclain any desire to interfers with the rights of
other denomivations to such edneation aa it ma
please them to adoot, It is true that they nggert
and juaily o, that for the measura to ba completa'
the Queen’s Qollegea should te r*modelled on the de-’
nominational prinelple; but there is gothing in thep
seventh resolatlon at all ingompatible with the ex«
istence in the National University, alongside the de-
nominatiorsl colleges. of a totally ‘unogectacian’ gpl.
lege for snch peraons s prefera {Godless’ educstion
It ie, therefore, totally untrus te say that their
claims are n the least ot a despotic charncter, or thn.'t
they point to Anjthing which ean in any cass be
termed & ¢ Oatholic instead of a Proteetant ascen.
deocy.’

The real truth is, that many people who hava
obliged to recogniz the fsct‘tb:t le-)alnnd isa Galt,ll:;l.1
hc_ country cannot bear to give up the idea 1that] by
» judicious system of education, it may poasibly ba
wade.n little less Uatholic There is no otker way
of acgounting for the outery sgainat denominatioca]
edu(_:nuon in Ireland which we hear from those who
are itg strfmuana sapporters in Eogland. The dac-
tricaire Liberals who would wieh to see it banished
from Eogzlaod as we'l are of courge more consistent
Put.they are equally apen to the obj-ction that they'
insiat upon administering Irish affairs in accordance
with English tastes It is of no use to argue that
it is an Intolerable thing that the State sheuld be
asked to assist the Irish in obtaining Ligher educa«
tion, based upon religion; the question is whether
the ma:g of the Irish nation desires it, sni that it
does 50 fs not in tte least disproved by the fac: that
Catbolics have uged Trinity College more extensively
ttan the QCatho'ic Uwiversity. What 1tis really
proves ig that there a vast Lumber of people to whom
it is of urgent jmportance to ohtain degrees which
aro recognizad in law. If the Oatholic Univerairy
had obtnined a charter when it wag npplied for, we
bave no doubt that thp propoctions would 5nve
bee'n exactly reversed  And the furtber conclusion
which we may draw ia how extremely oppressivce it
must be to refuse a legal atatus and legul power to
gran® degrees lo the University which is so omineotly
national thst the nation has established it at jtg awa
expense.

Io the remsrks which wa have mide upon the

tone of the Fuglist presa ou thie subject we haye asg
we have already stated, espeziaily had in view the
daily papers, and we feel bound to make a partica-
lar exception in favor of the Sulurduy Review which
fraokly admits that the demacds of the Irjah bishors
are tot 8o unreasozable after sll, OQur coutempor-
ary also recollesta that Ireland is a Catholic conntry
and observe that that it may beas well ¢ to leginlate
80 far as we cac do 80 without irjustice to other
o geda or irjury to the putl ¢, on the assurr ption that
itis such.  We crave permission to 20 a littls fur-
ther. Mo long a3 we legislate for Ireland only upi
what are 0qr own ideas of what 13 good for ber, in-
stead of edngiering in the fi-st place what it ia,tbnt
Ireland wishes, so long muoat wa expect that the aig~
ter conatry will refuse to believe that we bave an:e
tbiog but our own interest in view. )

ORIME IN ENGLAXD AND ORIME IN IRRLAND
—A OONTRAST.

While Bome of the English papers, metrcpolitan
and provineisl, &re polnting to agrarian murdera in
Ireland —the oaly murde:s committed —they igzcore
altogether the frightful fact of the rapid iscresse of
every epsciea of crime in this country, Tuke up any
daily paper publisbed in London for the lsst fort-
night, and youa will be actually surfeited with pictares
of revolting crima :1 every sbape and form., Murder
and suicide, infanticide, burglary, stabbing, ehooting,
dr_owning, and a variety of uumentionable forms uof
crime, Look at the reports of the palice courts and
divorce courts in Bnglend. Let our English cenccrs
look at it, and t1(e their heads for sbams. No one,
God koows, with a epark of manly feling cou'd pal-
liste aseassination or cold-blooded murder, whether
the vietim be & tyrant landlord or a tyraat of snother
kind ; but we must and shall ever repel with all the
force of our natare, the alander that would afix to
Ireland ‘a Iand of murdersra; Landlor3a have been
shot in Ireland, and will probab!y be still shot down
until & wige, effective, and strong law stepain to pro.
tect the livea of hucdreds who are driven daily to

expressed 'their willing-: .

to*gee how a'demand

death and destruotion, and concerning whom scarcely

a word of sympathy is epoken by the English presa.
The murder of a landlord is nccoonted a terrible
crime (and go it is), bat the slow and torturing cru-
cifizion of hundreds of homn soula—this ig not
marder! Nol it is cnly aegerting the rights of pro-
perty!

With the exception of agrarian affances, Ireland Is
almost free from crime. ' In the ralations of married
life, there is never seen such Ciscloanres transpiring
a5 what is seen fo thig couatry. Mothers in Ireland
do nat emother their offapring, or poison or neglect
them that they may obtain the burial fees, Hus-
bands don't act a8 Pritchards towards their wives;
and geldom, indeed, are there instances of the father
murderiog hia aon, or the son murdering his father.
All the'e tonches of the soblime and beautifal ‘n
humano nature belong %o virtuous and moral England
-~that paradise of private judgment and womsn
beating. Poor -prisst-ridden Ireland, where Pat is
absolved from hia Bins of commisaion snd omisaion !
hearken to the voice of your accuser! List t2 the
taunts of the liar, the libertins, and - the reprobate,
wbho takes up the stone to aast it at pour hesd !

We know something of this conatry, frp, we havra
traveiled not a little of it ; and we wonld rather Iré-
land was sunk’fifiy fathoms beio# the level of the ses,
ber race extinot, Ler language loat, and avery vestige
of ber existence destroyed, than witness her gwin«
ming{n such: s seething pool .ot morsl filth and
abomivation:ae thiz kingdom. - Tonek my dog, and
you touch me, Bays tho sporteman as his arm I8
raiged to protect hia faithful companion. Touch our
country, and you tonch us ; and we should he'more
cold thaz the ooldest living reptile that erawled the
earth If we did inor:atrike down .the liarg, that libel
cur ‘couniry and elandcr our rses,. We have 10,
quarrel with Eoplishmen as a body, We canad *
mire tbeir burly pluck betimos in atanding up ‘for
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