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T H E SE A SU N 0F F L0 W E R S. m-ind that there could Le any rivaiy Letween us. I aise filt a "You look pale, nmy dearest Laura. I wish I had spent the a-

RS. A S S T.confidence i er integrit, and in those religous induences cf her ,ternoon nith you, rather itan thosesilly girls."

GLÂDIE)arth a verdtsaitarorsmid. lhe tears started te my eyes, and I was on the-point of telling

WiereSjring andail ler rtrain appears: 1y lusband, like her, as gifted with every imaginable grace fhim how much hemade me suffer. le kised away my lears,

lier bamy airs-lier suînny liuurs- of mind and person, but not likce ber blessed with such strict in- aand said that no man living had sa deligh3tfu and lovely a wife, and
lier freshening dews--her od'rous flowcrs; itegrity or singleness of heart. It was, as I have remarked, the that it should he the study of his whole life ta make me happy.
Thence, frngrant exhalationsh ise, weak point of his character, ta be very susceptible te ti influence Ou little girl passed ber fmgers through his curis and felt bis
Like holy incensc, to theskies. of female beauty. Although bis responsibility as a married man cheeks, add Ieoking up in his face said-

The early birds in chora lay, and as a father, prevented him freum expressing his admiration "Don't you love manima now, dear papa, better than you do

By love nItuied, thoir bonage pay, openly, yet many a fair girl'has felt the pressure of bis hand, and cousin Eliza?"
Soit wiinds harmoniously uiite many an innocent eye glistenaed at the tale of flattery lie poured'[ This simple little question awakened all the sensibility of his
To breatlie forili accenltis Orelig-ht i a e0cnînia.iTo breaie o rth accensofderlih i ,ino ber ear under the insidinus guise of friendship. His voice character, andi he seemed at once te comprehend wly I elooed
Wiie strealeats, urting Wimter'sa chanai
Seck iheir far way, e'er meKd and plain, was soft and nielting, andeibisimatnee paie, and why the tears came mto my e)es.ldeiredoubled u

Ilurmuring, as they gdi te loug, 'to inspire inmuediate confidence. assiduity and caresses ; lie said I vas more dear ta him than in

A cheerful aind nielodicus song. eli could notlong resist the temptation of trying ta excite in the tour days of early love ; and that if ho trifled vith others it was

Ebîilciing natris tusprobuinnmil af i m> friand an adîniratiGa in rimtseli; but whitelehosourlditae through niera vauity and lave of admiratian. Thtis ;as a momentShiill things miateriail thus proclimi-YZ
'hlie wise Creator'u graciaou nir, captivate ber, laebacama uncapscieusly fascinated by lier cbarms. ai happincss ta ns ail ; andtas the bonds affacrian vcre renew-
Aw nida Mia be mute-nor fervent raise was gratifled by bis attentionsbacanse lie %vas the hushand cd svhiehlîI beau in danger ai being broken.
I/is voice In gratitudre andi priie ?tlUsvoîe Igraitue sd paiofa lier friend ;Asho'vas preuil ai bis iriendsliip, because bis talents Same xveeks passed awuy la ail the a1ternations cf amusemnt
Oh, ShRIl not, humlan hosomts sweleOit shh Znc uuînn iosnîsswei, anil blis higit place ln secioty madee à an lianeur te lier. But a]- and woarincss, happinass andi discentent. I-e was prend of my
With raptures, langualige cannot tellijIin sinrpjhtueiandugîîae aner e lîugli sua i*stenieilta bis conversation wi:h gratifiail attention, beauty antI accomplishtnlents, andI thora wcro imes when bis at-
In sfnîpathetic arudour gicw,

Wiml ail cLave sud ahIbelowlandI taîlced whth him wvith animation andI truth, .site nover. flattcreti tentions ta me w'creaianîatecuieat lvrk.A brWiilh aill abov n i toiis xlsve and allbelow,.AIoter
And In this gladsoic season vie,ibirn. Thus 'vas tha scal placation aur yauthful friendsiip, anti dîay werc sbîred by lixa, and iraqoently she angressed 1dm
With water, air, and cartil andsky t aîtheugh I iniglît %onder hon' sie coult, ho insensible ai Ilis ad- ývbolly. i believe atbis unie1i ws teexl>' bjeet cf bis love,

Say, shal fnot intellectuai powers nîltation wliem aldtaewar]daiet, yet I liai consolation iu tue icheughtaoors haeappeared teve but inilber péence. ..S}îe
* purer intense wvattihan ilawers e !beliei that sîxoe woulil fot ;vilingàly hecoîna nuly rva. as citen censtireti, ihile lte npparontly neg-lected wifc was
Amind pour forthIl tones of lier love, The affection hctwaen Herrvjanliiiî-self ias net impaired by pitiet.
Than warbling songstters of the grave t Lpera'[hn arilg onstes f hegrva thase inconsistonces. -la loveil anti respectai nia aore titan ail -El iza ivas more adimir1eàt îananlyaidywmhe hadapere 0i
Shull loilng herds and bleasing inks0 sl]avn orsajbiaiigltk, h e H ldbesitie, andI lie %vas a truest deveteti parent. Iltis truclot a long, petiot],and sha miglit' lhava ferrngd a ment clig,"itil

îchoes froti tie hills anlti rocks,
Floving strenns and gushiing fountains, 'that.lia aien maie te unlapp, and hoen'as sometias an.che connexion whieb ivouli. hava satisfled evon tho ambition cf bar
Winda along the w>oods admuit t atitns, verge orclanger, but I ceuil net fai! te perceive tîat bis impros- moîher, and have socuroil erown lhappinans ; but I beieýe that
Mîuike music ofa sweerer kinld, sian nas evanescdnt,,anitail1tint interfere withî is reai at Ibislie my busbantibeganlu have anundu influence over
Th'ian the ric mel ti esdii of mcind ?i'[hn he intxneîniescfîîiîd uliton fer nie. lie labauret in lais profession, lia souglt oueur ber. My littia Ilcnry bai lbeau quite sick ;'I nas canfined aI-

Forbid it everv noble powe'r undistinciion for iny suIe, ansiltseani lus greatest pleasure te niost exclusivcly te iursery ; andiil ny anxiety for hlm, I
TinIt constitutes te iimOrial dower iiioct îuy approbation. I is possible ibat if I bai represenil te forgot avery aiier interant. Froiitis cause nîy bushantiand
Whicii to mi>ortahi lias been given y the io]iyasveli as danger ni bis conduet haewoulilhLve been Eliza %varo ibroivîl muai inteach etler's s
For.Iigiest pu)rp)OSe, by hieLvei.

Lotardntsausnu i,îsuhiîeinflîienecd tuy ni>' ceunai ; but tdifar fonabing considered tuai get)r,-thiey ;vtoto poetry fer cadli atbr,-tha-y were bath fond.let nrdent soule, on wviing .ublimie, 10C
Saurmhrtîa'oîu tu huindsofîtix, uegradai baing, a jealeus wf/è, kept nie sUlent, andt]1Itrusteil to cifi nsic, ani îhey vare vcry sntuimntnal. Sha lest lier interentSoar far Ibeyon l ihe bunds o imie,

iv'ïîîi unîvr-i tuxrcoe dareieenuiung poer oa isisvilnprinciplas. Saine timo aitar the la the amusements, ai sniay, andI ly degrrees lier acquaitîîances
In hyîninig goodess so divine,.arrivai ai Eliza n'aattendaialicv bail, uni [lenrywith animatatianti ven lier atnirers causeiltta lquire aiter lier.
I. cai ig cice.tedi li lig.a 1001u41, . -sukaaskati lier te dance' They Lotît iancati exquisitaly, andI ua aywhan înyhttia by îas noarlyrecoverecd, Llenry pro-
I envinc3reh nated ig bn1,tdlo n a 1eiyltl

ditd great pind andiat 'l'himexercise gave e sugl teoer pe te taho me te rida. Asn l oad net rjyetiuchw ai oEliza

cauitennher, hte i bmey lusband looul at biers s inle as surpris- societ ailate, ant ;sha seined dispirited, o afecti bere teaccn-

T H E WVif1F E. cliand bewildered by hr beauty.In'as sorry Ih as netconfitehpany whs.It vas a delidiaul nornng, boanteapleasuran.f getting
hte my friend the hispryoiuoy hisbandshexcipability, becauseshe jnt toe fresh air,wdth te clighte knewinita taeIlenry

nas tee igereus ta have int iemade ith any happineos, an i ber nas ralieve hfre ~dangner andrdiscny spirits an pd fas as
By .Mrs. Gilmat. osn excellant penidtois wonld haveti erta ceckie firation-gay as a bird. llenry wvs ail attetion ant nternees towaris

i hai l ben niarriad about'four yeurn, whemI receivel a ltter dietloaf an und u prepossassian. anasdevideaktewtdazhiehw abymiaetianonandtreruetbhe rdaattered

niiraion wom al the orld dmire, yetI hadconsoationinpth

ftI'raîîu y frianld ELuxa Sarers, sayiuig sfie %vou au ueapt ny ivitu- th befautyant heli oteiig lier ; bu thisaa net t e maent Eliza seenyed rials amiable anyirisvahappy titn usîual, wliiie 1.
tiosi ta îass ia fen' weeks wt li eît - . 'iva ycarsîrevieus to'ae insI te niake t huiliatin Corfessinta I femaroe lier as nwas like a cliijonc releasCiiiîcaptivicy. The, country, in ta

w e partethe world beside, and he wasi acmost devotede parent. Itiis true

e 0ut i t os tel giginailv.carisprng ackedelimtfelly, and thepropes te gel eui at

iny liefoved tentions ito mebweredialmostoexclusive1wandinlover-lie t ters

">' u iAfer tUec danca-vas ce, lie brouiglit lier te nieandsai- theya ramble lu by lilis. han preqpositien svas agrse d aim

cif sualgers, atid hci S) tptliiae iivilhi Inlle!l al ilzut>' clîilii l". vdent Ianra, I shah thialxk you foraver for tha pleasuro j anti n'asailiieti forh. B>'il ecs Eluxa receveroti lier gaiet',andi
tooubles.Alhog baliaibeaselongseparai, our ilionhavtutighening. Do entroat your frienoIthsahtzepiteite wareaa e o Sve her tsc c shetti suaeg, ien t isc ' c e'a a cen res ie ot appenly negec tenuwifas

aud s)iiil)ýlliv jciiiaiàed ail oti lettes werereroiLISEmiza*(was more readmi ned sthant;anyladya ewho had-ippeareden at

thathe otenmademe uhapy, ad h wassomeime on.the c nexion hihe wpoldihae sisfite vef heabiiosfe

ai chierishdct fri lendship amid esteei. She haIi just r'eturnnied froi
Europe, iwhere a residence ofsoei years had adIted to lier accom-
plishmuelts nid intelligence, wi'le i reaittiiied at lihome ctltivaxing
doniestie virtues.

As the time drew nîear for lier to arrive, i heard sneh accounts
of lier surpnssiig beauty and grace, that I almost regretted having
invited lier. lihai an unidelinîed fear thîat she mniglht be too attrac-
tive in the yes o hN wlo engrossed all umy ull'eetion and alIl my
solicitude ; but it% was too laie to retract, and I felt a faverish
auxietyhenvlii 1 thotuglit of lier coming.

I wias lot naturailly proue to jedlus>y, but it iwas the wealkinss
o my lhusbandstn miii, that ha cîould nîever sec an iiterestingi
yonng girl withoiut seling to excite i lier an admiration of im-
self. I was asiaumed te lut huit kinn tut I suliered fron thiese
lirtations, and oftien vept in secret aflier an evening spent in lte
society of youg girls by whlîoil he seenîctifiscinated for flie timie.

i iwas frequently mortificd to sec hui vaste his lime and talents in

sucli trifling, but feare tl Iake any suggestions, lest he shiould

think I ivished to check larmftless indulgence.

The evenitfuil day ait letngti arrived ; it was a beautifil sunny
inoring wmen the carriage stopped at the door, and my dear Eliza,

with the ouniding step of youthful grace, sprnimg t mtiy arias. Wea

wept with utsubduIel eîeotion, but ouîr's vere teurs of joy. I
firgot my incipieint jealousy, and lotkiled on thisgifted being as ne

ho was to filil up iy sum or carthly happiness. Ste was dress-

cd inl i drab-colorec riding lhbit, vith a black velvet hat and fea-

thers. lier liair clustered in beautiful ringlets about lier face, and

lier transparent complexion wvas tinged with the bloomof heahh.

With the niost perfect beauty shec seeied ta have an entire un-

consciousnes of lier attractions.'
Nature lhadl been bountifiul to this beautiful creatre in inid as

well as in person, and i soonI saw o ur gravest statesncî listen to

her grar.eful conversation with deliglhted attention. i the en-
chantmeut cf er society1, i iras happy beyond a,1 niy former ex-

perience. She male noeflbrt to captivate iy lleury's imagina-

tion, or toflatter bis vanity, but lookaed on bima us a beinîg set apart

-and consecrtedi ta ber friend ; and ihe thought did not enter ber

Whillie ias speaking i Ias so agitated that I coiuld not reply,
a;rd I oly gave him a grave ant cold bow. But lue lceded not
timy abstraction. My hands and fet were cold as marble, and iy

Ilipts dry and motionless. 1e stood by mîy side, unconscious that
I wvas ucar, while lie poured forth to ber strains of the sweetest
flattery. She looked at himwith surprise, but soon left us to join
the dance. My husband followed lier witl his gaze, but she heed-
ed himi not, and ihe became as abstracted as muyself.

MY agitation soon passed awa y, thd frequency of these trials hadat
lenuth given me powver tocontroul ny emotions after the firstsiock,
and wlen Eliza returned to nie, I was as serene and tranquil a

i usual. She was noiw an object of great admiration and attention,

surrounded hy ourmost distinguislhed gentlemen, who listened with

delighted atteniôn toer graceful and intelligent remarks. Henry

isecetmed studying ber character, from the manner in which she re-

ceived the hioaage now paid er. With the sefishness of nan's
heart, hie wisied she should look colt on others and listen with

pleastre only to himt. Ilis pride vould net allow him te love,
tuless it w'ere to conquer,-but at a single look of encouragement
lie wras at lier side, and I began to be seriously alarned lest his
jallegiance to ne shotid Le forgotten in bis admiration ofi my friend.
Thus I was kept in a state of agitation and dread, as I saw lier

power over itim. But se was unconscious of the-impression she
had made, and I iras supported by the hope that ber sensibility
would soon awaken ia favour of one of the nunerous candidates
for lier regard.

It is fortunate for the happiness of married life that thera are
- interests anîd synpathics which bind husband and wife together,
beyond the reanch iof external circumstances ! Who could believe
that hle nho was often quietly seated by the fire in ruy dressing

room, alternately caressing my lovely children and teir mother,
could be the sane being, who, perhaps a few hours before, would
almnot bave sacrificed their happiness and affection, to obtain the

transient admiration ofsone favourite yaung girl! Wlhen fatigued
with the world, the case and comfort of his own fireside was a
luxury to him. He took my hand in bis one evening, and said,
tenderly-

bull coming furiously towards us. Fot an instant HIenry hesitated
which lue sliould save, but in the next lie ilad ine in his arms and
set me over tc fence ; he was then in hopes 'of being in time ta
save Eliza, but the coachnan, seeing our peril, rushed to our as-
sistance and arrived just in tinie to place Eliza over the fence by
my side. Henry jumped aver and joined us, and I - titrie' ny

arns round luis nîeck and lissed hiti in an agony of joy and tèrror-
Eliza had fainted onuthiie ground. She, however, soon recovereil,
and as .shIe opened lier eyesHenry gave ber, as I thougit, an im-
passioned kiss. But I ascribed it te the agitation of lite moment
and wouli not all-ow it to enbitter the joy anI gratitudé I fait for
deliverance froni such a peril. 1 was satisflid that in a moment
of danger Henry bad given me the preference, when one equally
helpless was by is side.

Te coachmnan procured lier a glass of irater, and as slue took
iL, she said-

C Thomas, I am glad it wnas you who saved my life, because I
can reward you. But if it liad been ynu, sir, reward hadbeen
out ofi ny pow'er, and mîy obligation would have been perpetual.'

1 thought slie spoke with a tone of resentitent, and lienry
looked distressed.

As we rode home I nade an effort ta recover the cheerfulness
of the party by entering into conversation,; but after a few inef-
foctual attempts we ail relapsed bito silence. y apprehensiotns

for the happiness of Eliza were now seriously awakened. I feared
that Henry had not been ingenuous with lier. I thought that few
men were se formed ta dazzle the. imagination of an unsuspected
young girl ; and I had seen him, when ha would sometimes seern
willing te sacrifice his lofty ambition and aspiring hopes te gain
the fleeting regard of some new being of fashion. ' I feared that
ny dear friend was deluding heroself into the belief that' shé might
cierish an innocent though romantie attachment for the husband
of ber friend ; a delusion] that would be fatal not only te ber

own hiappiness, but te mine.
1 did not sec ber after our ride until she -came down arrayed

for a dinner party. She Was spéndidly dressed, and looked ra-
diantin beauty ; she lad recovered ber cheerfuiness and self-pos-


