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ism, or for any other new lenets, so they be to
exorcise their wits, Bishop Bramhall says also
that the students ‘ were taught several handi-
crafts, trades and eallings.'”

THR SISTERHOOD OF THE HOLY NA-
TIVITY,

Under the hoading of ‘Woman's Place and
work,’ tho Churchman has 2 very full account
of tho Sisterhood of the Ioly Nativity, oxplain-
ing its spirit, work, life, olc. After speaking of
its soveral foundations in R, I. and Cleveland,
it speaks of tho Diovese of Fond du Laec,

¢ In the House of the Visitation in Fond du
Tuc aro several sistors, who work in the Cathe-
dral parish, and in other city and outlying par-

ishes, and who go on mission tours through
northorn Wisconsin, among the Oneidn Indians
and the lumbermen, and into many & wild, re-
mote countyy place, visiting the people tench-
ing them, supplying books, holding informal
meotings, opening Sunday schools and giving
Biblo tnlks to congrogations gathered in some
good woman’s parlor, in u farm house kitchen,
or in the school house, the people listening
always with respoct, and onrnest desire to hear
the message brought by tho sisters. These
journoys combine with the more public minis-
trations much personul work, much cheer and
{ngtruetion and gentle guidance, to shat in in-
valids, nand souls in the shadow of ignorance;
Jong-relnprord Christinng are often led back to
the ¢ fivst works,” Noris this work done by
the mission sistors alone, for thoy nre constantly
and conseiouxly supported by the continual in
{oreessions sent up for them by the community
at homo, The instruction givon on the mission
tours iy made plain and simple, as bofits the

eople's needs and is based upon the Bible and
Drayor Book tenchings. The subjocts of & re-
cont tour include the Bible, The Chureh, The
Flomonts of tho Faith, Buptism, Confirmation,
loly Communion, Repentance, The Church
Your and The Devotional Use of the Bible. Tho
mission wislors Hive in the homes of tho peoplo,
and everywhers win theiv esteem and confi-
denco as they point tho spiritually hungry to
tho Broud of Life, and the thirsly Lo the Tiving
Wators, and show the strangor tho way to his
Fathor's house, nnd to them in prison the Truth
which is ablo to male thom free.

I'ho mission tours and the homes undor tho
sistor’s enre have brought them into familiar
contact with many and diftoerent porsons, and
tho joyful unaffoctedness of their living and
winisteations, and the God given grace of na-
turo not repressed, but transformed by roligion,
Tiavo nol fuiled to win in poenlinr degree tho
elogo contidence of thoso who have learned to
kunow thom; and falso idoas concerning sister’s
Tifo and work havo been corvected in the minds
of many by acquaintaneo with some sister of
the Ioly Nativity; for the living results of a
systom, the charvieter formed by if, the wsacri-
ficos simply nnd gladly made, the entire con-
gacration to God and the manifestation of this
in charity to Ilix children, answer as nothing
elso can, tho quostions often asked: Do roligi-
ous orders meot with permancnt success? s
thoir rale of lifo an ins‘lirmion and strength ?
Aro such orders a faded relie of medimvalism,
usoloss in our duy, or are thoy o living growth,
firmly rooted, indeed, in tho past, but still
sproading shoitcring branches and blossoming
into tho “white flower of a blamoloss lifo ” and
yielding food of refreshmont and healing ? Aud
the sisters of the Holy Nativity are lmlping to
demonsirato that tho religious life is a hife logi-
cal, sorono and freo, o lifo of lenevolence uni-
mated by pioty, instinet with tho love of one's
neighbor, conseerated and inspired by the love
of God, reconciling groatness of soul with
humility, froedom of action with submission of
will, and socinl lifo with solitude, & life in which

"strong natures nre nourished not quenched, and

in which feebler natures find the regimen fitted
to give greater vigor, u life of sweet uniformity
and peaceful activity, a lifo of scrvice to the
world, and yet itself hidden in God,

The literary labors of this community should
be included in its useful works. * Voeation,”
written by the founder of the sisterhood, has
for some years been winning earnest souls to
consider the call to the religions life. *Self-
consecration,” a gracoful English version of a
Freneh book of devotion, was prepared at the
suggestion of tho sisterhood, and dedicated to
it.” “The New Creation,” the work of a sister
of the commuuity, is giving help to many by
its simple, direct exposition of the Church’s
teaching,.

Asgin its works, so in its numbers; the com-
muniiy has had asteady and healthiul growth
and now has twenty-five members.”—Diocese
of Fond du Lac.

THE WELSIL SUSPENSORY BILL.

* Those who wish to read a really exhaustive
statemont on the subject of the Welsh Church
Suspensory Bill should obtain Canon Burdsley s
“Two Sermons,” preached in Hudderstield
Parish  Church (Huddersficld : Contes). We
glenn a few extracts :

«This Bill marks an epoch in the history of
this ecountry, innsmuch s it i3 the firat attack
on the part of any Government against the
National Chureh sinee the time-of Cromwell.”

“In St. Asuph the number of children attend-
ing Church elomentury schools has doubled in
twenty years. During the same period the
average stlondance in Church Sunday Schools
las increased 37 per cent.  The number of per-
song confirmed in the ono diocese of St. Asaph
botweon 1881 and 1891 was 20,000, s against
16,000 in the ten yeavs betore, und 12,000 in the
ten yoars before that. In tho whole of the
Knglish dicceses during the lust ten years we
have increasod the number of our confirmation
candidatos by 8 per cent.: but in the Welsh
diocoses, during the same poriod, the average
increare has been 22 por cent. The number of
Church communicants had doubled in the dio-
cese of St. Asaph in twenty years. In 1§31
there wore 11 incumbents in Wales for 843
benoficos ; at tho present time thero are 956 for
996 boneficos. In 1831 there were 72 curates;
now thero are 518, The total number of clergy
in Wales has doubled in sixty years, The num-
ber of communicants in the diocese of St. David
iy, in proportion to the population, larger than

in any diocoesc in Kngland,  In the face of such

facts Mr. Hemry Richard, M.P., and Mr. J,
Carvell Willinme, MLP,, in their book on * Dises-
tablishment,' pego 84, have the audacity to say
that the ‘disappeurance’ of the Kstablished
Chureh from Wales ¢ would effect o nppreei-
ablo change.! 1 ngain ask, why should Wales
bo singled out for disendowment? Beeause the
promise of disendowment was to be the price
paitt to twenty-sight Welsh members for votes
’Ioilﬁo‘l on this condition to the Home Rule

ill.

" The Cambrian News, o Radical and Libera-
tionist papor, writos January 7th, 1887: ‘The
Church parson with his daily services, his over-
sight of clementary schools, his mission warlk,
his house-to-house visiting, and his numerous
socicties, is a hard-worked individual. Itis the
Nonconformist minister, with his one week-
night sorvice, and his two services on Sunday,
wlo is becoming an object of repronch. 1t is
very difficult to point out any defoct in Non-
conformity without being accused of irrcligion
and enmity towards ministors, but the time has
fully come when Nonconformity should bestir
itself in more ways than one if it is to hold its
own. Tho Church of England is very much
ulive, and the work the clergy are doing was

certainly left undone” Tven Mr. Gladstone, in
his speech on the Welsh Sospensory Bill, re-
licved his conscience by declaring that the
‘ Established Church in Wales is an advancing
Churel, a living Church rising from elevation
to elevation.'

Should the present endowments of the Church
be confiscated, it will require an annual sub-
seription of £4,000,000 to give our 20,000 cx-
isting clergy the pittance of £200 a year. This
crippling of her resousces would be a terrible
blow to the philanthropic institutions of this
country, to the support of which the Church of
England gives two-thirds of the funds.'—The
News, Eng.

THE HOMFE RULE BILL,

TheCongregationalists of Dublin have issued an

address to the Congrogationalists of Great Bri-
tain, Tt puts the question at isswo in a nut-
shell: They say we put before you our solemn
protest aguinst the Government of Ireland Bill
now before Parliament.

“We would be in favour of a system of loeal
governmont like that enjoyed by England ; but
we kuow no reason why such a rash experi-
ment as the establishment of a separate Parlin-
ment should be tmed in our country, and we
view tho possibility with dismay,

“ Under the just and equilable laws made by
the Tinperinl Parliament we, in common with
the rest of the law-abiding people of Ireland,
Romnn Catholi¢ and Protestant, have felt our
liborties secure. We have lived in peace amd
good-fellowship with our countrymen, and have
steafastly opposed all religious ascendency.

But in tho event of the cstablishment of an

Irish Parliament, we are fully convinced that
the forces of Government will be in the hands
of the men who have all along shown dangerous
indifference to erime and outrage, and to the
clementary obligations of righteousness botween
man and man.
_“Much ns we porsonzlly esteem many of the
Roman Catholic hierarchy and priesthood of
Ireland, nevertheless wo eannot but beliove (in
all charity) that their ascendency would be
inimical to progress and good government, and
that under a Parliament such as is proposed
such ascendency would be inevitable,

“ As to the details of tho present Bill, we be-
lieve that, if it wero passed—

“1st,—Tho landed interest would be ruined,

“ 2nd . —Inseeurity of capital would act disas-
trously on our industries,

“3rd.—The proposals concerning Judiciary
and police could not fail to adversely affect social
order,

“ dth,—Many religious, charitable and edn-
eational institutions would find their resonrces
seriously erippled, if not extingunished.

*In short, civilisation, which, in spite of all
drawbacks, has been steadily progressing, would
under the Bill receive possibly a fatal check,

“ These arc our sincere convictions, and we
appenl to you,?ir brethron,who prize so highly
yourawn liberfics, civil and religious, not to dis-
miss with an casy optimism this remonstrance,
founded on personal knowledge of our own
country, You havo itin your power to prevent
the passage of this Bill; but you have not the
power to undo the mischef it will causoe if pass-
ed into law.”

The above has been signed by 85 per cent. of
the congrogation ; of the remaindor, some object
to churches dealing wih political maitters, and
others have already signed anti-Home Rule peti-
twns.—The News, London.

God be praised, that to believing souls prayer
gives light in derkness, comfort in despair,—
Shakespeare, Henry V1,



