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primates. ~The. clcn?' were - exempted.from all
civil jurisdiction } and Gratian.the monk, by his
tletre, comr}!eled the mischief occasioned by the
decretals,  The clergy *mployed themselves in
augmenting their income by every possible mode.
Phe possession of their estates was declared im-
mutable and sacred. Men were terrified with
temporal as well as spiritual (hreats. Tithes
were exacled.. - A traffic was made of relics;
and pilgtimages were encouraged.  This com-
pleted the destruction of morality, and the last
siroke was thus given to the discipline of the
chureh. A criminal life was expialed by a waii-
deiing one. Events were constrncted into the
judgments of God; and decisions by water, by
Tire, oc by the destinily of the sainls, were adop-
ted. The folly of judiciary astrobogy was added
to superstitious opinjons. . Such was'the state of
the western church : an absolute despotism, with
all its atrocions characters.

The eastern church experienced also its cala-
mities. The Grecian empire had been dismem-
bered by the Arabian mussulmen, by modern
Scythians, by the Bulgarians and the Russians.
These last were not amended by being washed
with the waters of brptism. Mobammedism de-
prived Christianity of part of its followers, and
threw the rest into slavery. In the west, the
barbarians, converted to Christianity, had carried
their manuoers along with them into the church.
In the east, the Greeks had become ‘depraved by
their commercial intércourse with a race of men
perfectly - similar.  Neverlheless, literature
seemed to revive under the learned and vicious
Photins.  While the clergy of the cast weie
striving against ignorance, our clergy in the west
became hunters and warriors, apd were possessed
of Jordships subject to military service. Bishops
and monks marched under standards, massacred,
and ‘were massacred. The privileges of their
domains had engaged them in public affairs.—
They -wandered about with the ambulatory
courts ; they assisted at the national assemblies,
which were become patliaments and councils;
and this was the period of entire confusion be-
tween the two powers. Then it was that the
bishops preténded openly to be the judges of
sovercigns ; that Vamba was compelled .to do
penance, invested with a monk’s habit, and de-
posed ; that the right of reigning was contested
to Lewis the debonait; that the popes interested
in the quarrels between nations, not as media-
tors, but as despots; t!at Adrian I[. forbade
Charleg thé bald to invade the states of his re-
phew Clotaive ; dnd that Gregory [X., wrote to
St. Lewis'in these terms : ¢ \We have condemnad
“Frederick Il., who called himself emperor, and
have deposed him; and we have elected in his
stead Count Robert your brother.? :

. Butif the clexgy encroachied upon the rights
of the temporal power, the lay lords appointed
and installed priests, without the participation of
the biskops ; regular benefices were given fo se-
culars, and the convents were pillaged. © Neither
incontinence nor simony excited any shame.—
Bishops were sold; abl‘;eys purchased ; priests
had either a wife_or a concubine ; the public
temples were forsaken ; and this disorder brought
on the abuse and contempt of censures, which
were poured forth against kings, and against
their subjecls; and torrents of blocd were shed
in all countries. The church and the empire
were then in a state of anarchy.  Pilgrimages
‘were preludes to the crusades, or the expiation
for crimes -and assassinalions. Ecclesiastics of
ail orders, believers of all ranks, enlisted them-
selves.
pensed from paying them ; malefactors escaped
the pursuit -of the laws; corrupt monks broke
Hfrough the restraints of the solitude ; dissohite
-husbands forsook their. wives, - Courtezars ex-
‘ercised their infamous trade at the foot of the
sepulchre of their god, and near fto the tent of
their sovereign.. But it was impossible to carry
.on this expeilition, and; the succeeding ones,
without funds. An impost was levied, and this

gave rise to the'élaims of the pope upon all the|
estates of thé ‘chiirch ; to the 1nstitution of a

multitude of military.-orders; to the alternative

iven to_the vanquished, of slavery, or of em-

racing Cbristianity, of ‘death, or of “baptism :
:and to console the reader jor so many:calamities,
this circumstaoce oeccasioned the increas.of na-
vigation and commerce, which enriched Venice,
‘Genoa, Pisa, anil- Fldrence ; the declide of -the

feudal government, by the-disorder in: the for-|

Persons loaded with debls were dis|P

tunes of the noblemen, and the habit of the'sea,
which, perhaps,. paved the way from afar for the
discovery of the New World. But I have'not
the courage lo pursue any furthesthe account of
the disorders, and of the exhorbitant increase of
papal authority. " Under Innocent I11. there was
no more than one tribunal in the world, and that
+vas at Rome ; there was but one inaster, and he
was at Rome, from whence he reizned over Eu-
rope by his legutes, ‘The ecclesiastical hierar-
chy extenaed itself one step further, by the-crea-
tion of cardinals. Nothing was now wanting to
the despot but janizaries, whom he acquired by
creating.a mtitude of monastic orders. Rome,

| formerly the mistress of the world by arms, be-

came so by opinion. But why did the popes,
who were all-powerful over the minds of men
forget to maintain the terrors of the spirituai
thuuder, by directing it only against ambition or
unjust sovereigns 2 Who knows whether this
kind of tribunal, so much wished for, to which
crowned heads might be summoned, would not
have existed to this day in Rome ; and whether
the threats of one common father, supported hy
ceneral superstition, might not have put an end
to every military contest?

The Eapal militia, composed of monks, who
were laborious and austere 1n their origin, became
corrupted. ‘The bishops, tired out with cnter-
prises of the legates, of the secular magistrates,
and of the monks, over their jurisdiction, en-
croached, on their parts, upon the secular juris-
diction, with a degree of boldness of. which it is
difficult to form an idea. If the clergy could
have detlermined to erect gibbels, perbaps we
should be under a government entirely sacerdo-
tal. Itis the maxim, that ¢ the church abhors
the effusion of blood,” which has preserved us
from it. There were schools in France and in
Italy 3 and those at Paris ‘were fanous towards
the eleventh century. The number of colleges
was increased ; and, nevertheless, this state of
the church, which we have described without
malice or exaggeration, was contioued in all
Christian countries, from the ninth .to the four-
teenth century, an interval of four or five hun-
dred years.” The .cmperors have lost Jaly, and
the popes have acquired a great temporal power.
No one hath yet raised himself against their spi-
ritnal power. The interests of this sovereign
are embraced by all the Italians. The dignity
of episcopacy is cclipsed by that of cardinal, and
the secular clergy were always ruled by the re-
gularelergy.  Venice alone hath known and de-
fended its rights. The irruptien of the Moors in
Spain hath ‘thrown Christianity there into an
abject state, from which it hath scarce emerged
for these two last centuries s and even down to
our days, the inquisition displays it under the
most hideous aspect :—the inquusition, a terrible
tribunal, 2 tribunal insulting the ,spirii of Jesus
Christ ; a tribupal, which ought to be delested
by sovereigns, by bishops, by magistrates, and by
subjects: by sovereigns, whom it. ventures to
threaten, and whom it hath somelimes cruelly
persecuted ; by bishops, whose jurisdiction it an-
nihilates ; by the magistrates, whose legitimate
authority it usurps; ﬁy the subjects, whom it
keeps in continuaal terror, whom it reduces to si-
lence, and condemns to stupidity,.from the dan-
gor that altends their requiring instruction, their
reading, their writing, and their speaking; a
tribunal with bath only owed its institution, and
which only owes its continuance in those re-
gions where it is still maintained, to a sacrilegi-
ous policy, jealous of perpeluating prejudices and

rerogatives, which could not have been discus-
sed, without being dispelled. .

THE FAMILY €IRCLE.

GOD THE WIDOW?S GOD, -
A REAL INCIDENT. \

It was the twilight of a November_evenin'g\. In
chill- weariness Mrs M. drew her chair 10/
the fireplace, in:a r0om which;served as ¢ parlour,
kitchen, and hall ;> and as she rested her weary.
frame for a few moiments, ber eye fell upon her
little fathierless children, who, in subdued play-,
folness, were bisilding their castles ‘and "bridges’

a

the fire.” . . .
It was neay ¢ thanksgiving,—the first after her|
wicowhood. She had felt an irrepressible desire

| (hat her Tittle ones might miss no comfort that day’

of blocks by thie lighit of the flickering blaze of|"

which the tenderness of their father had ever led
him, even in poverty, to supply.

" As she looked upon her chitdren, her thouzhis
went back unconsciously to the past—to the days
of early marriage—of comparative effinence and
ease—when, her husband’s worth and standine
acknowledged by all, they looked forward 1o
much earthly gaod for themselves and rising fa-
mily. Then came failure, in mercantile business
—decline—poverty. Of the causes which led to
this, the deep devoted love of womnan led her lip
and her heart alike to be silent. Lower and
lower in the valley had they gone down, and wpon
his death, to exertions by the needle she had ad-
ded more laborious tasks, that she niight keep
her little ones tozether, and bring them up in that
¢ nurture and adionition,” and in those princi-
Lnles which now was the only portion she couid
estow.

She knew t0o well the value of His blessing
who has promised to be a father to the fatherless,
not to desire it as the first portion for herselt and
her offspring. Next to this she desired for them
a good edueation. By self-denial in other things,
and the kind consideration-of the teachers in the
seminary and academy, she had been able to give
her two oldest advantages equal to other children
of their age. And they met her wishes ; they
were gonod children. The yougest had an almost
incurable inflammation of the eyea, which caused
Mrs. M. many a solicitude, 1t was this little
sufferer her children were seeking to amuse with
their mimic buildings.

This day Mrs. M. had been washing. That
delicate frame, so unused in corly life to menial
employments, shrunk not from hardships when her
heavenly Father hedged up othes ways of main-
tenance. Lower and lower as she bad descended
in the valley of bumilialion, no murmur arose in
her heart. So she could preserve her Christian
integrity, aud eat the bread of. honest independ-
ence, however coarse § 50 she could obey the in- *
juction, ¢owe no man anything, but to love one
anather,’ she was thankiul and happy. .

As she sat Mrs. M. turned-over and over in her
mind the earnings,of the week, and her debts to
others. Thegaomas her week’s rent to be met,
and her woodjiliich was an indispensable com-
fort, yet to4@+purchased, with other minor
things ; and ‘her earnings would but satisfy for
the payment of these. Sho fell the disappoint-
ment of not gratifying her children, but vever
had she sulfered. her rent to pass one week unpai:l
~—nor could she now. ¢It would be tempting
Providence,’ said she to herself, ¢ and if-I should
sicken or again have- to take my poar haif blind
child to the- docln;r, c:uld 1 Gan;’wen!? No-—I
mtisbdeny myself and trust God’s providence.—

) pro%de.’ In her beart’s agony, she
sigtred aloud when she repeated, ¢ God will pro-
vide I’ - ’

The sigh, the words, caught the ear of the
children. They left their play, and ran fo.their
mother. ¢ Why do you cry, mother ?° said they,
on seeing her epe®Wet with tears, ¢ and what do
sou mean by saYRRAd will provide 7" Taking
the youngest iffiyfdlap, and throwing an arm
round each of the'otliers, she (old them the story
of Abraham?s trial of faith, She dwelt upon the
faithfulness of God to his believing children
until she had lost sight of her own immediato
trials, and her hea.t was filled with love and
trust,

*She was interrupted. Tirere was a knock at
the door. ¢ Mr. Fanning has sent you thess
chickens and these things for thanksgiving.—
Gond night.?  The basket contained every necded
supply- .

¢ My children, s2id the widow, with an over-
flowing heart, ¢see in this the faithfulness of our
Father in ‘heaven. Let us kncel and thank him
for hig mercies. 1 had not whergwith to buy yon
a dinner, - Traly, He will provide.’ And she
knelt and. poured ont her heart in love and grati-
tude-to her faithful covenant-keeping God.

And-did she forget to crave blessings upon him,
who under God, had relieved her wants? What
light and joy had that almoner'of heavenly boun-
ty kindled in that lone dwelling. ' - Happy the man
who has the blessing of the widow and the wi-
dow"s‘qu; B ’

: .. - . .‘ .. 0'.’
“ I was ‘again o November evening. -A lady
rapped at the widow?’s doar. - -
¢ ¥ wish to pay you my little bill,’> said she to
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Mis: M. ¢ Desirihg lo give a litlle treat tothe



