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" It is but the other day that we calmcd the public min&
as to thc ntbliprintis IlH " penny, and explained that the
mhyst<riouî and .'ftcn iII-used letter %vas in that case simplyr
the initial (if Mr. Hleaton, a contractor with the Royal Mlrît
fur tle starnping of bronze coins. Now, Mr. Heaton him-:
self, ini addition ta issuing genuine mone>', bas given currency
tri a strange star>' about tossing pennies, which also requires
elucidation. flc states that a correspondent In the North
sent him an order, with remittance, for two pennies of a veiy
I)cCuIiar kind. One wvaq ta have «two hcads,' and the other
two tails. Thcy werc admittedly for tossing purposes, M.

Reid (the gentlemnan from whom the order came having, uh-
fortusnatdly. pai<I aw.ay bis ow> double-headcd penny by
niistakc.) Mir. 1icaton docs not state wbat repi>' e retured
to his Scotçh correspondent, nor wbetber 'the goods *were

forwarded. or flot. *Tossiig ' coins are produced ini every
sint in the wvorld. TI:ey are, howevcr, made only by acci-
dent, and oughit ta bc relegatcd at once to the furnace.*
Occa'4inaIIy, tI:rougb inadvertence.,on the part af the vork-ý
people. ttaey escape wvith ordinar>' coins and reach the hands
of the public; or thcy are abstr.cted tramn the factory by
petty larceny. It would require mucb detail ta explain ex-
acti>' how dnu)tble-licaded and double-tailed coins af every
denomnination corne sonietimes into existence in the rapîd
striking of nioney at the Mint. They are simply the result
ai occasional slips in the action af tbe machiner>', and are
knovi in the language af Her Majesty's coiners as 1broc-
ages' or*w~asters..' Fornierly such coins wvere miade for sale
ira::> two good coins rcduced and brazed together, but we.
question whether they are oftcn now made. These brazed
* tassing *coins were sold (in capper) at tram IS. ta 2S. 6d,.
ecd, according ta artistic merits ; and for this reason we
think the Master ai the Mint should find out b>' wbat meth-
od Mr. Reid estimated the value ai the two coins he re-
quired wvith carrnage at 8$/d. only."


