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Leading W1 olesale Trade of" M~ontreal

JOHN OSBORNSON & cOi
-ÂAND-

Commi ssion Merchanîs
44 ST. SACRAMENT ST.

MONTREAL.

sole Agents in thue Dominion for

BISQUIT DUBOUCHE & 00,

PIPER REIDSIECK &
H PIPER & 00. champagnes.

CanTr BLAlim I' Sec."
JOHN HAURIE NEPHEW, Xerez, Sherrles.
WELSH BROS., FuncliaI, IIadeiras.
OSBORN & 0., Oporto, Ports.
B. REIG, Port Vendire, Ports & Slarries1.
'RIP VAN WINRLE," sclledamxi, Glnî.
T P GRIFFIN & CO., London, Export Boltiers

Of "BASS'S" .Aarn "ALLSOITS ALES, AiD
IGUINNESS'S' STOUT.

AND IN tOIT]CRs OF

Fine Old London Dock JAMAICA RUMS and
the leading brands of GINS and BRANDIES.

FINANCE AND JNSURANCE jeEVIEW.

MONTREAL, JJLY 27, 1877.

A DOMINION POLICE.

The calaintous results ni'lîch have fol-
lowed tie late railnvay strike in the United
States canniot fail ta cause uneasiness ta
Vauiecting ninds, anrid ve earnestly hope
tuai. tlhy wil lead the Ministers of the
Cici ni li the Dominion ta consider rii-
ously tho best mode of securing the pub-
lic peace. As ta the strikes themselves,
thera can be no second-opinion as ta the
gtult of the strîkers. No one in the present
day naould vislh ta interfere with the rigit
of' enployés of all classes ta terminate
existing engagements ait their pleasure,
provided they act in accordance with lad.
Jtis, however, essentially necessary in the

teress i' sàciety a large, incitding all
classes ofilabourers or operatives that tlere
should be free competition, and that th1ose
iho choose to leave thleir employments

shall not b pernitted ta resort ta vio
lence ta Prevent othcrs front accepting
vork at rates whsici tlhey decline taking.
Stries on raihads as las been faund by
late bitter experience, bot li the lnited
Statas and Canada, are not confined to
eue or two localities, but are almos sure
Id occur sitnuitaieausly along the whoie

hne of one, or perlaps of tivo or tlrce
railroads, and, if the outside populace
elect ta side witli the strikers, there is
great danger of civil tvar; indeed, it wvould
be liard ta chsaracterize the hitte disturb-
ances in the United States ivhlichî have
occurred simultaneously in several States,
as anything short of civil war. With re-
gard ta the loss of property it is ta b
hoped tlat the law will enable the rail-
road companies ta recover, citlier fromt
the cities or fron the State, and, the more
local the liability, the botter. It is evi-
dent that thera is great uncertainty in the
United States, :as there was in Canada
on the occasion of the Grand T'runk strike,
on the subject of the responsibility for
affording protection. It seems ta us clear
that the protective force, whatever limay
be, ought ta bo under the control of the
supreme autliority,. and that it ought ta be
a thorouglly w'ell'tlrilled and oflicient
force, equal ta the line regiments in the
service of the Crown, and supported bath
by cavalry and artillery. Thse problem ta
ba solved is, ta secure such a force foi' the
Dominion withlout incuî'ring tie expense
of a standing army and keeping a large
number of mcn in comparative idleness.
Fortunatcly there is no occasion ta try
experiments at the risk of failure. Thero
is a force in existence wliiclith niii odifi-
cations suitable for oui own vants, is pre-
cisely iliat would miet all the require
ments of the case-we refer ta the Irish
constabulary. Nearly six monthis ago, aifter
the Grand Trunik striike liad demonstrated
the inefficiency of' the means at the dis-
posal of the local authorities ta suppress
tumults, we pointed out the expediency
of establishing a Dominion police. We
are not aw'are that we have any new argu-
mints ta off'e, and, as w'e are isot in
possession of the objeion vrlich may
occur ta others -ta the establishment of
sucI a force, n'e should hardly bave
thought ut isorth w'hile to revert ta the
subject ivere it not that there s soe
ehance that the apprehensions of the
public inay be a little roused by the re-
cent tumults in the United States, and
that there msay be a disposition ta tion'
oil' that apathy which is the normal stato
of publie opinion. Those, wlio adrocate
such a force, labour under a serious disad-
vantage, which indeed attonds all pipo-
sals for important changes. If sucli a
scheine should find favo' wi.h tha govarn-
ment of the day, the press wliclh ordinarily
supports that government would no doubt
be ready ta recommcnd it ta the public,
but, as a rule, Miiiisiterial papers are chary
of committing tiemselves ta projects
which, if supported by them, mighît
embarrass thseir friends lu pow'er uniless

they decided on adopting them. On
the other hand, an Opposition press
is equally unvilling to commit itself on
the subject Of a mleasure not of a paiy
character, ihen by so doing they miglit
possibly be lending aid ta the govern.
ment. All these lare diffliculties in the
way of bringing public opinion ta bear
on tha goveriinient and parliament of the
Dominion. We: will venture under the
circuinstances, that ive have stated, to re-
peat in substance the heads of the schîemo
thait w'e suggested in February last. The10
Dominion Governnict has already a police
force in its pay in the NrthWst, a pr
tion of whiclh is mounted. It lias alreanly
artillary corps both at Kingston and Quîe
bec, probably quito suficient for tiht.rmn.
We inaintain that there should be a larige
Dominion constabniary or police force
adequate ta supply the raquirements of
all our largo cities, towiis anid couînties.,
and liablo ta serve at any point. \V may,
remarik hare that, as it is desiriable tihat as
largo a force as can bo nsefunlly emlployed
should b main tained, the inembers of the
constabulary miglit bc entrusted witi the
performance of a great many dities sucl
as the service ofi Nrits of processes, &c.,
whicli aro now performed for pay w,itloit
any public advantage. A considerable
fee fund w'ould accrue ta the city, town ai.
counity, by perforî ing siue] services
through their constabuhlîry. Ve laiy
observe that wve know, as a fact, thait
elsewiero sucli services have been per-

formned witi great success by police, and
tlat a consideraile revenue bas been
obtained thoreby. Ta revert ta lie
selieme: it votild be essential that a
reserve force should be naintained at i
contral point such as Kingston, whIlere all
the machinery exists athis noment. 'hie
force should be So ar anged that every
inOmber of it sîotild spend a certain tinie
in the year, say a mon ti, at head.1 uarters
and bo subjected ta drill and otlier military
instruction. Thero cui be no doibt tlitit,
with ic means of recruiting ait all princi-
pal points of the Dominion, an ample
supply of good mon couîld b obtainad, on
IvIom thorougli reliance could be placed.
In the avent of internal tumult the force
at. hod-quarters vould be availablo, vitli
Our railway facilities, on very short notice,
at amiy point; and,ifit were ioaund necessary
to supplement it, the large cities woild be
able ta send their îforce, or a considei-
able portion of it and ta employ telpor-
arily oxtrn mon. The cost would, in aill
such cases, fall as it doos aipresenit on the
disturbed district. Tue permanent cost
tothe Domninions'would onily ba the farce,
kept at lead-quarters, wiich migl t be
estimuaited at oneitw.'elfih ai', perhaps, aile.


