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"' A DOMINION POLICE. -

'l‘he cu]mmtouc results wlnch have fol-

lowed the laté railway st 1ke in the United .

R Stntes cannot fail to cause unmsmess to

e deﬂectmg minds, ‘and e emnest]y hope -
* that they will lead  the Ministers of the

' _Clo“n in ihe: Dmmmon 1o consider deri-

i ously the' best mode of secmmg the pub-‘f
As''to the strilces thembelves,,
* " there can Dbe no second’ opunon as to the
2 guilt of the strikkers, Noone in the pxesent :
‘ "‘duvaould wish to’interfere with the right -
. of ‘employ(s. of all”classes 'to. terminate -
'emstmg, eng’wcments at their pleasure e, -

=-lie peace..

provided they ‘n.ct,m ‘neeordance w ith: law.
Ttis, ho.vc\'ex', m;entml]y neccss*u-y in the

mtexestq of socnety at’ Imge, mcludmg all
classcs of labourers or opemh\'cs that there :
should be free competxtlon, and that those
“who choose t0 leave::their- employments .

shall ‘not - be pmmxtted to resort tovio-

: flence to prevent’ othérs I‘rom -accepling
v\\oxk at mtcs whiel’ they declme taking::
xalhonde, as haa been found by
late bxttel -experience, bothin: the United
,jStates .'md -Canada, ;are not conf ned to.
| one. or, two locx\lmes, bub: are nlmost ‘sure ;

embuarrass . their.friends in power unless

line ‘of one, or peﬂmps of two or three
railroads, and, if the outside populnce
elect to side -with the  strilcers, there: is
great danger of civil war j indeed, it would
be hard to characterize the late disturb-
ances in the United States which have
occwrred simultaneously in several States,
as anything short.of civil war, With re-
gard’ to the 1055,\0'1' property it is to be
loped that the law will enable the rail-
road companies to recover, either from

‘the cities or from the' State, :md the more

local the liability, the better. It is evi-
dent that there is great uncertainty in the
United States, 'as there was in Canada
on the occasion of the Grand Trunk strike,
on the subject of the respousibility for
affording protection. It seems to us clear
that the protoctive force, whatevorit may
be, ought to bo under the control of the
supreme authority, and that it ought to be

- thoroughly well:drilled- and efficient

force, oqual to the line regiments in the
service of the Crown, and supported both
by cavalry and ar tillery. The pr oblem to

/| ‘be solved i, to secure such a force for the

Dominion without Anewrring the e\pense
of a stnndmg army and keeping o’ large
number of men in compammve idleness.
Fortunately therg i Js ‘no occasion to try
expeuments at the risk of failuve. . There
is a force in oxistence which, with modifi-
cations suitable for our ‘own \\'ants, is pre-

cigely what would. meet all- the require-

ments of the case—we refer to the Irish

-constabulary. Nearly gix months ago, aftor
“ the Grand Trunk strike had demonstrated -
‘the inefficiency of*the meéans at the dis-

posal of the local authorities to' suppress
tumults, wo pomted out the expediency
of establishing 4. Dominion police.’ "We
are not aware that we have
menls to offer, and, as we are not ‘in
possession. of the ohjections: whicli . mny
oceur. 1o othiérs - to - the: establishment of
such’ a force, .we  should : hardly have

‘thought it worth while to revert to the

subject, were it'not-that there is some

'clmnce tlmt ‘the apprehensions of the

public may be a little roused | by the re-
cent tumults 'in the - United "Slates, and

that thero may be a disposition to throw:

ofl' thatapathy which is the normal state
of public opinion. "'l‘hqse,‘whb advocate
such a force, labour under & serious dl‘i'ld-

vrmtago, which indeed attends all” propo-

sals " for 1mpoxtmlt changes. * If such- a

: ‘.scheme qhould find favor with the govom- .
ment of the dny the press which ordinar ily

supports that government, would no doubt

be 1en.dy to recommend it to the public,:
‘ but n.sruule, Mmlstexml papersare cluuy‘
of commltbmg ‘themselves fo projects .

wluch, _if supported by - them, might

.any - public- advantage.

_county, by

¢ any new. argu-;

they 'decided: on adopting them. ' On
the : other . hand, an: Opposition  press
is equmlly umvxllm" to. commit itself on
the subject of a measure not of » party
character, when by so doing they might
possibly be lending aid to the govern-
ment. All these mro ‘difficultios in the
way of bringing public opinion to bear
m tho government and parlinment of {he
Dominion: 'We' will venture under tlic

" circumstances, thatwe have stated, to re-

peatin substance the heads of the scheme
that we suggested in February Inst. The
Dominion Government has already a police
force in its pay i the North-West, 2 por-

tion of which is mounted. Tt has alrendy
artillery corps both at Kingston and Que-
bec, probably. quite mliLcan for that arm.

We maintain that there should be a arge
Dominion constabulary or police force
adequate to. supply the requirements of
all our large cities, towns and eounties,
aud liablo to serve at any point. Wo may
remark hore thai, as it is desirable that as
Inrge a force as ean’ be usefully employed
should be maintained, the members of tho

~ constabulary might bc entrusted with the

performanco of a great many duties such
as the service of Writs ‘of processes, &e.,
wlnch are now performed for pay. without
A considerable
fee fund would accrue to the city, town or
performing.  such - sorvices
through “their ‘ constabulary.  We may

‘observe that ‘we know, as n fact, that
" elsowhere such services have becn per-

formed withi great success by police, and
that -a collslglex:mb!e revenue has been
obtained ' thereby. - To  revert fo the
scheme’:. it would be essential ihat n
reserve force should he mainiained at a
central point-‘such as . Kingston, where all
the machinery exists at this- moment. The
forco. should’ be so .mmu..ed that every

“member of it should spond a certain time

in the year, say a month, at head-quarters,
and be subjected to drill and other military
instruction. - Thero can be no doubt that,
with the means of recruiting at all princi-
pal points -of the Dommxon, ‘an -ample

. supply, of good mon could be obtained; on

whom thorough reliance could be placed.
In the event of mtennl Lumult the force
nt head:quar tcxs would be ‘available, with

our railway fucxlmes, on very short notice,

atany point; and,if it weve found necessary

to supplexnent ity tho large cities w, ould be

able- to send ‘their : foxce, or a. consider-

iable portion of 1('. ‘and to employ tempor-

arily oxtra ‘'men.,” The' cogt would; in all

“such cases, fall as it does al prosent on the

digturbed ‘district.” The permancnt cost
to thie DominionTwould ‘only be the force,

kept at hond- qu'utew, which might be

eat_lmu.ted at_ one-twelfth'or, perhaps, one-




