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Oy nsteations,

"I'he biography of
THE UON. THEODORE ROBITAILLE,
will be found on the previons page.

THE FLOOD.

Phe year 1873 will b‘u remembered for.numc 'timc to come
o Montreal as one of the Hood years, in which the river,
previous to thi ln‘cugmg up of the ice, riges far beyond its
ordinary limit and lnllmlutcﬂ the luw-!ymg portion of the
city and of the surrouniding country.  Strange o say _lhcsc
grt.'ut Hoods have hitherto veeurred pretty regularly at inter-
vals of four years, Thus th nn:mv:)ruhlc flood of 1861 was
followed by that of 1865, Teas extensive thm}n the first.. In 1865
another inundation touk place, more seriouy in its ctfects
than the previous one, This year the flood hagbeen repoated,
put furtunately on o stmater seale than those of the three
years mentioned,  The ood of H«I.l was of i‘LU by far the
nost serions.  Meo Alfred Sandham, in his udmirable work on
w pontreal, Past and Present)” doscribes as follows the ex-
pericnevs of that spring i— )

o The inhabitants of the lower parts of the city were accus-
tomed to floods, but they were nut [.,rcpm'od tu‘r stich an exten-
sive inundation ay that which visited them in the spring of
this year. About 7 ovlock on Stunday evening, April 14th,
the water rose &0 rapidly that the inhabitants were unable to
remove artivies of furnitice o a place of safety, and the con.
gregations of St Stepaen’s l‘,;»ii'rnp:ﬂ Chapel, on Dalhousie
Stroet, and the Ottawa Stret Westeyun Chapel found their
places of worship surreunded by trom foar to six feet of water,
and no means at hand whereby they mizht reach theic homes,
The water rushed so violenty down the strects that it wasg
almast impossible to maintain a footing while endeavouring
o wads through it Tu erder tu obtain :csaist:\l;(~¢: for his con-
gregation, Kev. Mr, FHegood, of St SE;-;»hu:s's C?{urch, waded
in the dark through sbout four feet of witer until he reached
St Anteine Street, He then procured the assistunce of some
policewen, amd a boat war obtained, by which, at about 1
odock 4w, the congregation were taken away from the
churel, with o few exceptions, who stayed all night. The
trains from the west agd from Loachive were unable to enter
the city, and pusseugers had to fiad their way to the city by
Sherbrooke Streete The principal Toas to the inhabitants was
in live stock.  About 3 ovlock on Monday the potashinspee-
tion stores took fire Trom the heating of a quantity of lime,
While endeavouring to guetch the dames the tdremen were
standing or wading walst=deop in water, The cfforts of the
brigide wers unavaibing and the bailding was cuticely con-
cumed,  The extent of the inaundation may be conceived from
the fact that the river rose abont twenty-four feet abave itz
avernie tevel, The whale ol St Paal Steeet aud up MeGill
Street to S Manrice Strect, and from thenee o the limits of
the vity, was entirely submerged, and boats weovnded MeGill
Street as far as St Paul Strects Toadd to the suerings of
the prople, the thermometer sank rapidly, and a vieleut and
bitter stew -torta sel looon Paesiday, and coutinned to rage
with great fury all night, Owing to the fact that in most
cases tine [l was vnutively under water, much exteeme: sutfer-
ing was caised.  Unasidering the mpidity with which the
waters fose, it i3 strtsze that ao wore than three lives were
lost,  Thess were deowned by the upsctting of o boat, in
which they were cndeavouring to reach the city, The tflood
extended aver one-fourth part of the ity

The o] of 1360 was, s the author already quoted says,
Gonly weond i extentaad damage o the extraondinary in-
undation of 15617 The river commeneed to rise on Friday,
the 215t March, and on the following Taesday reached its
Ricto st poiat—only one foot Tower than that attained by the
tond of 1551, - Fortunately the river rose so gradually as to
atiow the inbabitants of the low-lying districts to remove
their effects, and s the weather was mild; there was com-
paratively htde snoring.

This vear the Bood aud the break-up of the river occurred
later than usual.  The river began to rise on Thursday the
11th, when a slight shove of the boe ook place. On Friday
(being Good Friday, it was a public holiday) the wharves
were Bued with peosie waiting for the great shove, (Of the
pppearanve of the riverside onr artist gives a good idea on
another page)  On Satarday the water fuil a foot, und on the
following day auother shove took plisce which in two places—
near the Jaoques Cartier Square and at Windmill Point—piled
the cakes of toe from 12 to 15 feet high on the stweet skicting
the river. On Monday worning anether shove touk place,
and the river began to rise rupidiy.  During Tuoesday and the
following day lttle change took plave, but on Wednosday
evening the water suddenly rose, and in less than half an hour
Lad risen three feet,  On Friday the much-dreaded flood came,
submerging Gritfintown and other «f the lower parts of the
city. Ou the street by the river the water was at one time
half a feot in depth, and in St Pauai Strect it reached the
axles of the carts.  During Friday night the river began to
fall, fell weaduaily during Sutarday and Sunday, aud on Mon-
day the flead of 1873 wus over, and the inhabitants of the
intndated distriet, some of whom had three feet of water in
their kitchen, sot to work to repair the damages caused by the
water, (We nake ne comment on cur illustrations, as they
speak sutliciently for themselves.) M

We are unable to furnish our readers with any biographical
infurmation respecting

HIRING

MI. PATTULLO,
The portrait was inserted by request, his friends prowising to
furnish n sketeh of his career, which, however, had vot come
to hand at the time of going to press,
THE BETRGTHAL RING,
No information ix needed on this subject.  The story is too
old to hwar repetition, but the picture is seasonable.
“Inthe spring » young man's faney lighty turns to thoughts of love.”

Cabinet Government 4
man pnblished fn (he ¢
from Constantinaple,

n ersin!  Such is the burden of w fir-
cial Peheran Gueelts, and telegraphed
Fhe Shiah orders his Grand Vizier, who

18 heneefort b (o he (he Privae Mingster of Persia, to commence
Withontdelity the formation of n responsible Miuistry, who, in
the nbxenca aw yetof a Parttament, are to meet twice a week
I Cablnet Counell, and (o discons reguinrly-driwn-up orders of
The Minlstry i to eonstst of nine members, the hends

of deprrtments belug rosponsible to tho Grand Vizler, und he
Lo the hul,

the day,

(Written for the Canadian fllustrated News.)

THE LORYE OF THE CALENDAR,

NO. VI.-—MAY-DAY.

* Wo wero not meant to ploit along the earth,
Steange to ourselves, and to our fellows strange :
We were not manat to struggle from our birth,
To skulk, and creep. and in one puthway range;
Aol with stern truth. lurge faith, and loving will!
Up and be doing! Uod 1s with us still.”

From the carlicst period of the world man has kept some
peculiar days of festivity, and on these days, if he preserved
hig innocence, all was well.  During the seventeenth century
theae festivals were kept with great hilarity, giving wuch
offence to the Puritans, and those scvere censors, who coun-
demned all inoocent recrcations, and who, if they had had

coatrol over the world, would have struck out May-day and
the Spring and abolished youth and langhter; the former from
the calendar, the latter from human life. These festivals are
part of our national habits, manucrs and customs, and some
have contended that from their union has arisen our national
spirit, our love of justice, of independence, and of our coun-
try, and that he who would destroy them would make a chauge
in our mauners and habits, the extent of which we cannot see,
and for the consequences of which no good man would choose
to angwer.

“ A bow always bent will grow fecble and lose its forcs ™ is
a very old saying: so, people incessantly occupied at their
labours all the year round, without these festivals, would lose
their vigour and hilarity.  Man must bave time for relaxation
and reflection, and also for fun and frolic; as Solomon says
“there is a time for everything.”  Uolidays are necessary to
ease aud relieve those who are oppredsed by being too much
employed, and to unbend the thoughts of those who are two
much stretched by their cares,  Witheut these festivalr and
holidays a wan's blood would becoms s very ¢ Snow-broth,”
and he would be soon likened to

“ One who never feels

The wanion stings and motiuns of the seuse ;
But doth rebate nud blunt his natural edge ”

with perpetual work and everlasting toil.

With the country folk in Eugland May.day has long been,
and is still, observed as a holiday—the juveniles of both sexes
rise very carly in the morning and walk to some neighbouring
wood, accompanied with rausic and the blowing of borns,
where they break down braaches from the trees and adorn
them with nsse-gays and crowns of towers, with which they
return and make the doors and windows of their Lomus tri-
utnph io the gowery spoil.

Dafofils, that ¢hmo before the swallow Jdares:

Violets din, sweelor than the lods of Juao's ey

Pale Priwmroses that die aniparred.
These, mixed with the Hawthorn blossoms, the dazzling white
Daisies and the giitiering Battercups were all symbolic of that
happiness and juy which scemrs at this seusonu o spread the face
of nature, aud alio of man's grateful sense of the Divine
Goodness which wakes the promise of scasons s0 stable and
slire,

Not content with garlanding the doors aud windows of their
houses, the marey people hatl on the village green a May-pole,
ou the top of whichh they suspended wreaths of dowers, and
round which they danced in rings until they were tired,

T'he custom may be the relic of an sanciént one among the
heathens, who observed the four last days of April and the
first of May in boneuar of the yoddess Flora, who was imag-
ined to be the deity presiding over the flowera.

In the old calendar of the Roman Church there is the fol-
lowing observation on the 30th of April:

= Mais Arbores n Fusris erquiruntur.”
Tue boys go vt aud seek May-trees,

Stow tells us, in his survey of Londoa, that on May-day in
the morning every man, except impediment, would walk into
the sweet meadows and green woods, there to rejoice their
spirite with the besuty and savour of sweet flowers, and with
the harmony of the birds praising God in their kiod.

What a practical commentary on the canticle Benedicite,
COmnia Qpera:

# 0 all ye Green Things upon the earth, O all ye Fowls of
the Air, O ye boly and humble Men of heart, bless ye the
Lourd, praise Him and magniy Him forever®

Stow quotes from Hall un account of Henry the Eightl's
rid.nig @ muasayg frum Greeuwich to the bigh ground of Shoot-
er's Hil, with Queen Cathierine his wife, accumpanied with
many lords and ladies,

He further tells us: o I find that in the month of Way the
citizens of Londoa (uf all estates) lightly in every parish, oc
sometimes two or three parishes joiniung together, tad their
several Mayings, and did fetch 10 Hay-poles with divers war-
like shows, with good archers, morrice daucers, and other de-
vices for pastiwe all the day long ; and towards the evening
they had slage-pinies and bontires in the strects.”

And, again, he says: » In the reign of Heory the Sixth, the
aldermen and sheriffs of London being, ou May-day, at the
Bishop of Londou's wood, and having there 8 worshiptul din-
ner for themselves and other comers, Lydgate, the mouk of
Bury, sent them, by a pursuivant, a joyiul commeundation of
that season, beginning thus:

+ Mighty Flora, goddess of fresh fiow'rs,
Wihich elothed hath the soil ia lasty green,
Made buds to spring with hor sweet show'rs
By influence of the sun sheenoe,

Tu do pleasanco of inteut full cleane,
Uiito the states which now sit_here
Hath Ver sent down her own daughter doar.”

How rich in thought and expression is the poetry of the
Tudor and Stuart reigns, Herrick could never have over-
looked a custom go full of poetry, ‘¢ Come, my Corinoa,’
says he, i

# Come, aud coming mark
How each field turns a stroet, and each street 8 park,
Made green »ud trimmed with trees: see how
Devotion gives each hoase a bough

Or brancebh : exnch poreh, each door, ero this

Aun urk, a tahernacie is

Made up of white-thoru neatly interwove,

A daal of youth ere this iz come
Back, nud wath white-thorn taden home.

Somo have dispatehed their cakes and cream
Before that we have loft to droam.”’

Mr. Borlase, in the curious account of the manners of Corn-
wall, tells us: ¢ An ancivat custom still retained by the
Cornish, is that of decking their doors and porches on the
first of May with green sycamore aund hawthorn boughs, and
of planting trees, or, rather, stumps of trees before their
houses; amd on May-eve they, {tom towu, make excursiony

into the country and, having cut down a small elm, brought
it into town, fitted a straight and taper pole to the end of it,
and painted the same, crect it in the most public place, and
on holidays and festivals adorn it with flower garlands, or en-
signs and streamers”  Hendds : 4 This usageis nothing more
than a gratulation of the spring sewson, und every house ex.
hibited a proper sigual ol its approuch to testify their univer-
sal joy at the revival of vegetation.”

We gather from the author of the pamphlet catitled, ¢ The
Wuy to Things by Words and to Words by Things,” {n a spe.
cimen of his Etymological Vocabulary, that our ancestors
held an anniversary asscmbly on May-duy; the column of May
(whenee our May-pole) was the great siandard of justice in
the Fy-commons or fields of May. Here it was, if the people
saw fit cause, deposed or punished their goverrors, their
barons, their kings,  The judyge’s bough or wand and the staff
or rod of wuthority, in the civil and in the military, ac2 both
derived from hence. For it was a maces of civil power and
the truncheon of the fizld officers, A mayor received his
name from this May, in the sense of lawful power. The
erown, o mark of dignity and symbol of power, like the mace
und eeptre was ulso tuken from the M1y, being representative of
the garland or crown, which, when bungz on the top of the
May or pole, was the great signal for convening the pzople,
The arches, which spriog from the circlst and mect together
at the mound or round Lall, being necessarily 50 formed as to
suspend it at the top of the pole.

The word May-pole, he observes, is u pleonasm; in French
it is ealled singly the Md.

This is, he further tells us, one of the ancientist customs,
which, from the remotest ages, has beca, by repetition from
year to yuar, perpetuated down to our days, not being at this
instant totally exploded, vspecially in the Iower class of life.
It was considered as the boundary day that divides the con-
tines of winter and summer, allusively to whizh thore wag
instituted a sportive war butween two parties: the one in de-
fence of the continuance of winter, the other for bringing in
the summer, The youth were divided inte troops; the one in
winter livery, the other in the gay habit of spring. Vhe mock
battle was always fought booty, the spring was sure to obtain
the victory, which they celebrated by careying triumplauatly
green branches with May-tlowers, provlaiming wod singing the
soug of joy, of which the burthen was in thase terms :

* We have bronzat the Summer howe.”
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The Panama Star and fAoratd of Fehruary 14 containg an ac-
count of @ marine aniinad, resembiing in many respecis tho
catebruted “ugieserpont” of the Northeen ALitantie, which was
seen from the JQeck of the uner seunvagquil o oa few days
fore, when o the Peart in the Bayof Panama, Tis heal
was fike that of a sea-horse s Hip; mpusy, and its length, esti-
mated {rom the nndalations of s body as b ved above
the waier, twenty-five foel, A g nreray 8sh
was seen (noits company. The < Guayaguil” vessel be-
tonging ta the Paelite Steam Navigation Compaay, piviog be-
tween Graavaqait and Panama,

A goad rdea bas been pat it form in an Invention patented
by a Mo Peattie, of Edinbuarsch, It is simiply the subsiiuation,
with several Hithe imiprovemaats, of eoloured and ground glass
fnstead of wouwl in the vrdinary Venethin lonyg and short blinds
for windows,  The gluss is boand round with brass 1o preserve
1t and heavy binds are simply wound ap and dowa with
something ke a ook Key. Tne play of catoars, it ix easy to
ree, MY thus be managead so as o give beaatiful edects,  Out-
side at night, and inside by day, windows witl ‘luok as if they
were tHlaminated o aud a ety seen from the strects of an evea-
ing, uuder such circaristauces, would have quite # gay and
Buvei vitect.

The trerman Emperor, while visiting a villare in his lang,
was welcomed by the schoul chitdren of the placo, After their
speaker had muude a speech for them he thanked them. Then
taking on orunge from a plite, he askad: »+ To what RKingiou
does this belong 27« The vegetuble Kingdom, sire,” reptied the
Hitle girl,  The Ewnperor toak a gold coin from his pockes, and
holding it up, asked @ o And 10 what kKinzdom does this belong 27
¢ To the mitneral Kingdom, sive,” rephied the little girk, “ #And
to what kinglom do I belong, then ' asked the Emperor. Thoa
Hitte gir} coloured deeply, for she did not like 1o say s the ant.
mul kingdom,” as he thought shewould, lest His Majosty should
be. otfended, when a bright thought came, und she satd with”
radtant eyes, » To God's Kinglom, stre.”  The Emperor was
deeply movad,  Atear stood tn his eye.  He placed his haud on
the ehild's head and sald, most devoutly, «Guod grant that Lany
be nceounted worthy of that kinglom.””

TUE GREATERT oF WATERPALLS —Mr. Brown, in the last of
his adventurous series of journeys 1o the sources of the great
rivers of British Guiann, has discovered, from a spot near the

head waters of the Massarumd, whit at thirty niles” distance

“appearced 1o be an immense civer deseending bodily from- the
north-wesiern race of the areat precipice of Reralma mouniatn,
sthie attic story of the world.”  This extraordinary ot iy
known to be 2,000 feetl in height,and appears: frinccessible ou
all sides yot surveyed,  The summit is at, and of great exient,
The rail is believed, on Tndian autherity, to belong o the Carunl
River, a tribalary of the urinoco; and will be, thevefore, i tha
territory of Veneruéla, - After tambling sheer down that as-
tontshing wall, the water rushes down 1 glacis of (perhaps) 8,000
teet- more, al an angie which cannot be less steep than 45 de-
grees, The difficulties of approaching Revatn on this shde mast
be very great; butit (s a satisfaction o think that there ts some -
yood rummaging groand still left for the energles of young
Eogluad of the future, aud 2 dest-¢lads showet-bath.
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