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ALL ABOUT RELS-—THEIR NATURAL HISTORY AND ECONOMIC VALUE.
that fully a third of the surface of this
island is covered with lakes sad ponds, The largest lakes
are Grand Lake—sixty miles in length ) Red Indian. Pond—
thirty miles in length; Gaoder Bay Poud, and Jameson's
Lake, The smaller v ponds,” as they are called here, are
almost innmperable,  On the shortest walk into the country
You sre sure to pass several ;

{t is cvaleulated

and on mounting any consider-
uble vuinence, a score or two may often be counted. Most of
thew are well stocked with tront and cels. Angling is a
favourite amuscment in the summer season; and the vumber
of splendid trout taken by a single angler,out of a good pond,
sl times seems abmost fabiwlens, 1t is, however, with lhc
othier inferior mhabitant of our ponds and rivers bm at pre-
selit concertisd—the \1&‘5;1151‘(5 cel. Low l) aud &anu\\)ll}zhln‘
8% this fish is, it has points of great fnterest, awd its character
and Lablits furm an agreeable study.
CONSUMPTION OF EKLS.

It is curious to find that in Scotland there is a stroug preju-
dice against the eel, ou account of its serpentine shape, s0
that it is very seldom caten. In England, there is nosuch ob-
jection to its use, and Cecl-pies” are there considered anartic e
of luxury ; while among the povrer classes, the cousumption
of the coarser and cheaper kinds is very great. Un the
e in the food

volt-
tinent of Europe, cels form no ine onsiderable §
of large numbers of the poptlation.  Iu the groat lageons o
Comacchio, ou the Adriatic, eol broeding hias Leen carried ou,

S sralee x i
for wore than three centurics, ot & mosl eXtenstve s ale, anid
the capiure and cure of this dsh form there 1 most productive
tranch of industry.  The lagoons of Comacchio were olve s
great unproductive swamp, ote hundred sud forty miles i
cireumfirence, avcessible to the waves of the sea. whure eels,
3 3 L : arorted
clics and other inhabitants of such watery rezions, sperted
about uninslested by the band of man. They bave now been
corverted into a great eel- pULd L\v (.\ king out their waters
from thiose of the Adriatic, and forming a serics of canals and
pools suitable for the requirements of such a puc eliar fishery.
4 kldﬂim population of eel-catehers now inkiabit the islands
of the lageons, and the annual value of the vels taken here
is estimated at £150, 000 sterling.  Among the Twaliaus, the
cel 1 esteemed a nutritions sud palatable fish, bighly suscep-
tible of the arts of the cook., There is no ,»n}miu ¢ here
apainst the vel as an article of diet: but, owing o the abua.
dance uf other fish, Htiie attention is given to it, and its use
is but witding in amount. [t is evident that the quantity
taken might be iucreased (o any amount, SO NUMEIUUS #r¢
the powds, lakes and rivers, in Newioundland, where it
abounds,

lee

NEWFOUNDLAND VARIRTIES.

here three well marked varisties of the cel—the
anguilla  murana, the conger and the common O <iarpiooed
cel,” The last named speeles are caucht in almest vvery
stream and pond; the conger is entirely a marilie =«
apd is abundant along many parts of cur iron-bousd «-aszt,
The concer is known 1o pl’v:!lur dtrz:p waler with a rnl"'ﬂ aned
rocky bottom.  Its priucipal food is crustacen whickh its pow-
erful jaws enable it to erush,  Often it is found burrewing in
the saud. and hiding in holes and crevic.s of therocks, The
favour is coarse and it is little used by our »u,n'xmt ou. It
is no unzommon thing to ses a conger-vel four or fve feet in
length,  OF the coast of Cornwall specimnens bave been taken
weighing more than oue hundred pounds, and cbove ten foet
in length.  Such enormous fiah, with their powerful Jnu
often prove very formidable when assailed smoug the rocks
ot draws by a line into a boat ; and the fanding of such cus-
tomers s a serious operation.

We have

lzc\

MIGHATIONR OF THE

EEL.

Thecommon cel is by fur the moest valuable and abundant,
and quite as prolitic as the generality of sea tish. They are

migratery : and sltheugh, strictly speaking, fresu-water tish,
many remaining all the year ronnd in pouds and breeding

there, vet when following their patnral instinet, they micrat.
at contain seafons thwands the sea, and ve in brackish water,
at the mouths of rivers. Thelr object in visiting the sea is
to deposit tneit spawn. [a this, and other respects, they are
the exact upposites of the salinon, which ascend the rivers
spawn in fresh water: and it is a curious cirenmstanc: tat
about the period when the ecls are on todr way dows =iosn,
to find 4 suitath: spawning ground in the i e sddion
are on thelr way froan the gea up o the river-fieals to fnlil
thi grand instinet of their nature—namely, reproduction,
The penivdical migrativus of the eel, which are 0bserved in

As

all paris of thee glober, take piace, accorditg to climate, at
diifercet periods frot Feiotary o May,  Here the mi grution

negite o May, when the salrion are ascending the streaws,
tooeotne vivers, the yonog eels may be seen going up stream,
in incredible ommbers. The west absurd  theories woere at
one s prevalent regarding their mods of reeprodiction
They were said to be “ born of the mud.” by sane—others da-
seribest thesn as Sgrowing out of hairs,”" and others asserted
that the yonng fish grew from particles saorpod off the old
oncs. Al these absurd notions have been dispersed by the
advances of modern gcienes: and the cef 1s now known to be
oviperons, and to produce its young in the sitne way agz [nost
other fish,

CURIOLS FACTY AROUT THE ¥ISO.

At Langpnrt in Somersetshive, we are told, the yonng eels
are taken in thousands, at Cortain geasons uf the yvear, and
after being plm el in mealding water, are pressed into a monlid,
This vel-cuke is pronoueced most Jelicious cating, Goenerally,
however cels are vither stewed o made into pivs. The quan-
tity thus copsumed in London iz alpiost incredible.  The
Loudon cel-market is mainly supplicd from Holland, the tish
Lefugr brought uver in vessels fitled up with tanks.  The
coarse-flavoured congers, which are taken by Cornigh hsho-r-

men and sent to Londoun, are said to be chicly eaton by the
Jews who are the best judges and cooks of fish in the world.
They generally fry their fish in boiling sweet oil. Naturalists
deseribe the air-bladder of the cel as very remarkable and
much rcwmblhm the Tung of a suake. The real function of
the air-bladder in fish, though deeply inquired into by many
ph\ siologists, remains a mystery, A very curious circamstance
is related .\huut the effect of cold on eols, in the year 1855, in
the sea opposite St. Leonards, iu Enghmd T Sume few miles
out at sea thousands of conger cels were found doating on
the surface of the water,  They could progress readily in any
direetion, but could not descend, and conscquently fell an
easy prey to the boatmen catching them by means of hooks
on the end of u lonyg stick. Tu this manner no less than eighty
tons were eaptured, of all sizes, some being as much ax six
fect long, and of a surprising circuniference,  One of them
was opened aud the air-vessel was found distended with air
to the aumost, so as to completely close the valvular opening.
It was this evidently that buoved them up, No other fish were
observed in the same condition. The thermometer st this
time was very low, and one night went down to 160, (Buek-
laad),  Itis evident from this that the celis much affected
by cold, the action of the frost causing the air in their swime-
ming bladders to expand so much that the ordinary muscles
cannot expel it at witl, In winter, it is no uncotmon cir-
cumstance to find the celx imbedded inmud and often knot-
ted togethier ina large mass,  In this condition thee are often
Jdug out in heaps.

METHODS QF KBL-CATCHING

When Kept in potuds, eols beeome comparatively tame, nnd
when well fed grow to an immense size.  Every one knows
the proverb ¢ as slippery as an cel "—one which is founded
ou the supple and slimy nature of their bodies, which enabdea
them readily to ghide through the bands. Their tenacity ot
lite is also well-kuown, as well as their lomgevity,  The most
humane way of destroving tfe in them is to plunge them nto
water at 120u,  They are aken in various modes, They will
bite freely at the hook when balted with small gudgeons or
minnows or stivklebacks, = Totting 7 i3 another woethod of
capture, [t is periormed by vuttiog & hofe in the weads on a
wravelly bottom, and stationing o boat there, The tisherman
is provided with s short stick, with a cend at the end, to
which iz attached a bunch of worms, strung on worsted with
a leaden plummet in the midst of them To this curious bait,
A& soan as it reaches the bottom, the eols crowd and suck at
the worms, when the for 15 quicklv deawn up into the boat
The cels drop off into the boat, the o is plunged agzain and
soon again comes up loaded with fish. Nets of a4 peealiar
coustruction are gsed (o millawaters. In thix istand oy are
moeetly taken with the hook, or in buskets sunk o the brooks,
at their outlets into the sea. 1t is remarkable that the best
cels are taken near the banks of a steeam where they are in-
variably found to swim.  They are most voracious creatiires,
devouring greedily aquatic lusects, crustacen and wolluses,
the spuwn «of ri shes and even tishes themselves. Tt is men-

tioned in Gitberhis edition of Cuviers ¢ Autwat " that
the skin of cels, which has a consistency resembling parche
ment, forms the object of a small trade in some cities, In

Turtary it is used, after being oiled) as 4 sebstitute tor glass
in windows, and the peasantry in sowe parts wear it roumld
the arm vr Buger as a cure for rheumatism,

EEL FISHERY

OF COMAQCHIO.

The greatest ecl-breading establhishament in the world i3 on
the lagoon of Comacchio in Ty, The «mirq,- iwdastry of
this unique place is founded on a kuowledige of the nataeal
hiﬂurv af th«- eol, especially its migitory ti‘ll(i!‘l'hffr.—i: which
admirably adapt it for culvivation.  Being marcover remark.-
ably prolific urn! of tolerably rapid growth) it can be speedily
mrnmi iuto a source of profit. lh-.- fresh waters of the lagoun
are dyked out from those of the Adriatic : and by means of a
fes of canals the waters of the sea are admitted into the
lagoon at the proper seasons, wheu the young fry of cols are
leaving th sea for thie fresh water, About the begiuning of
Febroary in sach year the mizration commenecs, and then
there may be scen ascending the Reno and Volano mouths of

the Po, from the Addrintic, a great zerles of wisps, apparentiy
compoged of threads, bt in re: vty youms ecls Hundreds of
thovsands thus pass annually from the sea ioto the lagoon,
At the end of April the entranee-siai - closed, The eejs
are allowed to wrow tilt the beginning of Auerust, when the
creat eel-barvest begins and continnes till Uecomier.  Che
labyrinths being crowded with fish, ther: s comparatively
little tronble in the capture ; and the salter waters of the sea
being et in, the migratory instinet of the fish is excited, so
that it beoomes an sy prey to the tishermen, The vels nee
not wxported fresh from Comarclio, as i< done in Holland, bt
are almost sl preserved by cooking botors belng <ont 1o mae-
ket, In a hnge kitchen they ¥ oare nn]nlml oo spits and eoasted
before the fire, \ workiman seated before a block of wood,
with u <inall hatchet in his hand, seizes the cels one by one,
and with ereat dextority ents off hend and tadl, divides the eel
iuto picees of wqual length and thmwn‘ then into n biadket at
his side. They are then spitted aod roasted before the tine
by women—the smatler pieces being fried i olive oil. They
are poxt placed in Baskets of opon work to deerg wid ool andd
afterwards packed in taceeis of large and <mall sizes, in the
same manner as herring. A mixtore of vinegar and salt is
poursd into the bayeel before it is closed up. Another method
of preserving the fish b by salting, This is done by spread-
ing the eels in nyvers with s ateatum of salt between ' and
whizn the heap is completead 1 heavy Boaed, with weighits on
the top to press it (ltmn, CIOWDA xH 20 s L compress the
fish and prevent the ady from pun:.-lr,mu" the pile. After lying
in salt for twelve or tifteen days, the tish are packed in burrels,
but without any Hguid, A third method is to immeese them
in brine and then dry them, A barrel of plekbsd onls con-
taitis one hoadred and Gty ponnds welght, wnid costs nigety-
sieven frane s,

Italy, and in Venice, Bome awd Naplos are greatly in de.
mand. The populntion of the lagoou is about 7,000, and all

are dependent on tire ecl-lishery.  The profits of the immense
eitablishment are very great, a8 labour is cheap, The whole
government isin the hands of the farmer-pgencral or Qis eos
presentative, who up titl the termination of the temporal
pownr, tented the fisheries from the Pope. The most rigid

discipline prevails; and the popatation live in the most pri-
mitive style, their one grand den being the fishery, of the
ingennity und productiveness of which they are very prowd.
Now that piscicaltive s everywhers attrncting 8o much at-

The fish of Corbucrhio are went to all prrts of

tention, and its importance, so geuerally acknowledgd, i
may be interesting o know huw much may be nude by e
skilful cultivation evon of the humble despised cel, W hen
the nobler sulmon has been daly carved for, the cel mny cone
in for a share of attention in British Awerien where it thiives
g0 well,

CANADIAN PARLIAMEN

SENATE.

April 16.—0ne or two bills passed theit fiest reading, afteg
which an address of congratulation on the recovery of the
Prince of Walos was passcid, and the House adjoutned out of
respect to the memory of the deceased Senntors Duche iy
and Bell,

April 17.—~No business of any importanse wins transacted.

April 18 10 answer to Senntor Sassouy, Hono Mro Cayp.
s, replivd that it was the intention of the Goavernment o,
introduce n bill to mnke more Hberal the existing Inws 1elng.
ing to patents.  Hon. Mr Mireseny stated, in answer to oy
inquiry from Senator Mk, that measares would Leowmbey,
with the vocoperntion ot the Home Government, for the pa.
tection of the fisheries,

April 1o —Senator Saxsory moved for papers velative to th.
Arbitration,

HOUNE OF COMMONY.

April 1o —Atter voatine business, Hou, Mro Mackgszy
waved for all papers, correspondence, ctel relating o e
disposttion of rown Lands in Manitoba, The Governog o
that Provin e had retitsed to do anvehing anti! the turel by
\n en secuicd for the halfcbreeds, and in conaapence . s
ants had been placed 1w bad posttion. He said g,
sach favours ought to be shown, and equal jostice shouid .
done toall, He would Hike to know o0 Governor An hitedd.
theeal procecdings in the matter had poesived the e tiog oo
the Governmeut,  SirJony A Macposanp =aid hie bt no al
Jretion to britg down the papers 1 but as to the gustion puy
if the hon. gentleman would give notice theoeof, e wonhi
ive him oa ol answers Houo Mro Mackenaos wmoved 1o oo
respondenes with Licut-Governor Arclababd and Mooy

Micken tegueding the Fentan jnvasion of Manitoba and o
relatioons between the Goveroor and Biel 1O had Lo wdi

that one of RicUs associntes, 0 Donoghine, had orgunised

invaston,  He wenbl alsa Hie to gaow whether Gonveopny
Architahi’s rosignation had beena of his owie free wilt, o
whether it bl beon pressed mjon atia. Sie Jouy A My, .

pONALD replicd that the Governor restamed fast Decet
his resivoation had ot been aceepted, Sjoee tionn
presaed it o mich that the Governuwent hiad oo altergans.
bLut tooavcept, The motion then passeds Houo Moo Macaeay o,
moved for papers respoeting the focation of the SU Clatr iy
Canal. o fully B0y Awmerican captaiu- !

NEX

i i
e Lo

sadd haed todd p
the canal was constnicted vn Canaddian Grentary, Lo me
pasged  Pnoanswer G tloun, Mr Buaks, St Joay AL Macre
said 10 was the intention of the Govertment o intoesdo
Bill to rezulate the toals of coutrovertad wlections jg M
b aud British Columbing the provision to by tiuporan
and the samy: as those now e:xislirxg in Quebeo and Ontario
SirJons AL Macooxany said some of tie papers rels xt:u;: to e
Washington Treaty conld only be brought down by permis.
sion ot Hler Majosty's Government,  The House mljonned
at 4:30 pan,

Aprid 17,—!{mxtmt‘ basiness having been procesdes] with,
SicJouxy AL Macposann statedl in reply s Hon Me, Ho S

that, on l‘x« rexignation of Governor Archibald, n commissiyg

had been pmuede ont for Juidie Jobiison, who hwd pone o
Manitoba as rocorder, ag administrator | bat as it was fonegd
there  was te provigion in the Union Aot for an ol
ministrator, it bl been pesolved o appoint him Go-
vernor until the genthruman wha had been chosen to
G that st had maede armmgoments for deiag e
Mro Masien movesd Tor ooselecl comppitte- 1o Inq‘lln into e
Pt Hgenly the exie x! and conedition of the manuafactuoes o
Hu L)umm!nu. He belteved the resolution would be suppaorted

by the patetetism of e conntry, wod couchedod by detonn-
cing the speech of one of the members of the Cabinet o e
tag to produee revolation, Sir Fuasvis Hivexs sad
tioveranent wouabl odfer no oppoesition G U motion Haon
My mtnisters withe attompting [NRSI

Lot roN taxed the tshith
stties of responsibde Zovernmeen?, as they had dene

frast siose

Aton with respect o their canal policy. e expressod L
aptroval of the womarke of the wover o the Speech of o
of the moaisters. Tiee Hono Mo, How o soplint ina stinun,
speecch ey the gan, genthanan of favanrd "

v
atd of beige a Yaakee 5 fram tie : to the tarl
of hiscoat™ e deated - that b Gimself ook oeosn wantin
iu lovalty and Yor the Briti-h e, it Tastane s
wherpe his lavalty bad been put to the toa e o b
with ot sharp adtack apon the member for Lamibitan for the re-
taths marde by Wi, (Mo, Mo kenzic) whie he
o the NovtheWeste Hono Mro Mackesz g oreptiod, clarnming
perfect frosdom to ceitiodee ax be chose o words and aetions
the Secretary of State, Hoto Mo Husviaaras advoonted the
treatmant of the qurrestion of potection ve trec-toule on 1
broad natiounl basis, My, Jdo Pl ds ared Gronviiee)
thowebt syaiivtares were alecady antheiontly protected § he
moved an amendiment for the protection of the agriculonal
interests, Hon My Brase hopet the asnenitardinter o waaid
not be forgotteon Witn vegard to the speach of the Secrctary of
State, he would Loave it to compassionnte sijenees, Sir oy AL
Macoosanp regretted the Tnnzue: taed by bis colleazae, bat he
denied that there were disloyal ~ontimsnts therein,  The Se-
sretary of State fooked  forwaed to England’s abaidounment of
Ler colonisa, aunt with pleasiue: bat with lovil regret Ihon
Mesars, Hovros and Brakg repiicd, Mosers Woursay, Yorse
andd Bopwrnn <poke to the wmotion, opposing protection, amd
faally the original motion wis caeried, the saendmsnt hae i
been withdruwn, After some auitiportant business the Hotie
rose at 6.

April 18.—Hon, My, Braxe
neats clastions, and another

Ty

‘iit ol his o

Petsprod 0

Beitrgse 10w

of

inteoduesd w B o simulta-
to sevdre the dndepernidenee of
ther Sepate, - SicJons A Macousano bronght down the prpaes
refatinge o thee Tready o Washington, wherenpon Hou,
Musses. Macganzig and Hopros o lmuzw. him with huving vio-
Lated Parfiamentary practice by commmntenting @ he sithstianes
of the correspondence tos newspaper, SicJons A, Macooxann
did not deny having communicated the tufornation, bat in.




