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BRITISH AMERICAN rRESBYTERIAN
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Pastor nud Beople,

The Free Ohurch of Scotland-

Whon the Free Ohurch of Bootland
sprang lnto vigorous existencs in one day,
undor $he guidanoo of certain groat leaders,
there wora not wanting prophets whe eon
fidently foretold her spsedy de cline and fall
when her fit of enthusiasm shi - 1 bo over,
and her chief champlons removed by doath.
Yot whon Chalmers, Weleh, Gordon, Hugh
Millor, and a host of other worthics, Iny
and olerloal, dissppeared from the scone,
tha Charch which they had so mightily
helped to recommmerd to the country and
the world continued not the lessto prosper,
Indeed, though nearly sl the mighty men
of the Dir,uption have in swift succesaton
been stricken down on theirjfield of labonr,
that remarkable religious community to
whioh they gave their strongth has aever
beenn oheoked in her carcer, but at tiug
moment enjoys the highest degree of pros-
perity. If she has lost more of her distin-

rished ornawents than any of her neigh-.

ours, tho Fres Church &till possessaez
admirable men on whom have fallen the
mantles of her departed Disruption chiefa,
Such men guide her councils and conduet
her debatos 1n the spirit of Chnlmers, Cun.
ningham, and Candlish, while a bedy of
still younger minirters and elders, lesa
eminont, but full of promise, are growing
up to be the leaders and ornaments of the
CYmroh in the years about to comoe.

Bui it {s not buman leadership, however
able or skilful, that Las given such promi-
nonce and power to the Iree Church of
Secotland, The Divino blessing has be-
stowed on her a strength and vitality
whioh oan spring from no earthly source.
The extraorsmary energy and liberality of
her membora have been nursed aud stumu-
l1ated by the proaching of the Word and
the power of prayer. Surely the Great
Hoad of the Church has had a special pur.
poso to accomf:]ish in eo calling forth the
energies of this body of His followers.
Wo do not go beyond the simple truth
when we say that the Freo Church of
Scotland has already set an instructive ex-
ample and taught various important lessous
to other Churches. Her ministers and

eople probably have not sufficiently re-
geoted on, or fully understood, many of the
ends that have bden served by their pecn-
liar testimony and manifold labours. "It is
not for thom, however, to oherish any
spiritual olation, or sense of Chrigtian
superiority, as theylook at their honoarable

osition and unexampled success. Their
guty, rather, is o realise the responsibility
thrown upon their Churoh by the blessing
she has received, and to carry on, in &
spirit of real humility, that great spiritual
wﬂ:’ for which a trno Church of Christ
ox18i8,

The late Gleneral Assembly of the Froe
Church marks an era in her history. Her
finances were found to be highly fourish.
ing. 1Inspite of the decline of trade that
afflicts the Scottish as well ag the Engligb
and Irish centres of industry, the funds
raised during the year amounted to the
magnificent and unprecedented sum of
£684,450. Wo need hardly remark that
this far surpassos the total amount of State
endowments possessed by the Established
Churoch. Tho Sustentation Fund amount-
od to £106,427, showing an increase since
last year of £2,780. This furnished to the
great majority of the ministers a dividend
of £198. In a yoar or two all the minis.
ters of the Cumrch, with few exceptions,
will probably receive from this fund more
than £200., These incomes, with the
manses, glebes, and pecuniary supploments
which the ministers varionsly enjoy, will
form at least a fair approximation to a
proper standard of competence and com-
fort. DBut the Freae Church, with all simi-
1ar Churches which she can either lead or
follow, should not be saticfled with less
than £800 a year fcr each of her ordained
ministers. Such a provision is palpably
within her reach. Her people have ouly
to put their hands a liltle deeper into their

ockets to furnish the requisite fundw.
guoh an adequate support of her ministry
is her frue policy, as well as her plain duty.
The best taﬂant ia the country, when aliicd
to piety, should be attracted into the Chris.
{ian ministry, and justly encouraged by
material ag well ag moral and spiritual
gapport.

o Union of the Reformed Presbyter.
ians with the Free Church is the grent
event of the Scotfish ecclesiastical year.
The disjunction of the United Presbyteiians
in England from the mother Olhurch, ren-
dered necessary by another impendiug:
Unlon, is an event of almost equal import-
ance in & moral point of view ; but the en-
trance of the old time-honoured Cameron-
iang into a Church which they consider the
best representative of Scottish Presbyter.
ianism, has for Scotchman who know the
ecolesiastical history of their couniry, a
peculiar and surpassing interest. Tho
moral effect of this Union in Scotland will
bo enduring, Itisa tribute to the naticnal
and historic position of the Free Chureh
which cannot fail to impress contemporary

future bistorians., The Reformed Presty-

teriaus havo always had a high characts !

{or historical knowledge and ccclesiastionl
honesty; and if they have recognized in
the Free Church the trus Church of Seot-
land to_which they and their forefathers
have always appesled, their testimony
must be received with that deference which
it undoubtedly deserves. Neoither Volnn-
taryism nor Erastianism commands their
homage or accords with their prineiplos.
Yot they are men of their t'mes, avd can
ppeak with respect of Churchies with, whick
thoy dacline to be ncorporated. With e
United Presbyterisns especially they bave
much in common, and they were lntely
prepared to unite with them on a basis that
satisfied the majority of the Free Clurch.
Whether the union just consummated st
Edinburgh will hasten tho advent of that
wider union which was postponed & fow
years ago may be s matter of some uncer-
fainty; but in the nature of things ono
Prosbyterian Union in Scotland will pro.
are the way for others that are atill to be
gesired. and are within the range of possi-
bility. Sines 1820 no less than five unions
have taken place between varioue sections
of Seottish Presbyteriapism. The four
£iret of these have been entirely successful,
and there {s every reason to believe that

the intoresting unlon just formed will fnrn
ol fully as well as any of its Jn-edeceuqrs.
If the respective prino ?loc and tostimouios
of tho Froo and the Reformed Presbytorian
Churches have beon fornd no obstruction
to nmon, thero ia surely little reason to
fear that the difference batweon the Free
Ohurch and tho Unitod Presbyterians will
sontiune {o bo regarded in any_inflaential
avacter ns an impaseable gulfl,  Eveuts will
Emw more powerful than arguments in
ringing about another and grester Pres-
bytewian Unjon in Hootland, What hae
Just taken piaco at Edinburgh, and what is
sbout tu {ake place at Liverpool, will do
wore for the onuse of uuion than formal
dsbatea or protracted controversies, —-
Wekly Revicw, {urgun English Presby-
t. rian Church), London,

Sunday in Japan.

Hitherto, in Japan, their holidays known
as Teli Rohu days, havo boon held on the
1at, Gth, 11lth, 16th, 21st, 26th, and 8let of
each month, bemng on the days which have
a 1 or a6 in thewr ordinal numbers. They
Liave thus had from mx to seven holidays
per month, on which sil public business
was puspendod, It was found that this ar-
rangemort conflicted with the practico of
all Christian nations, and was productive of
great Incouvenionce, especially as many
Christians 1n the service of the Japanceo
Govornmont olaimed Sunday as a day of
rect, We Joarn from the Japan e kly
Muail, of March 18, that a notifioation h.us
Leen issued by the Japanese Primo Min.
ister, abolishing the Ichi-Rokw holidays,
and proolniming & fortheowing substitu-
tion of the first day of the week, or the day
of the Clristian Sabbath instead. Tho
Mol gives tho toxb of the **Notification,
as fullows:

[NoTtFIcATION 27]
(T Int, Sho, 8hi, Clo, Fu, and Ken.)

“ T4 is horeby notified that up to the
presont {ime, the 1st and 6th days have
been observed in the government ofllces as
the days of rest. But from the 1} of
April next, all government offices will be
closed on Sunday, and will be open only
untilnoon on Saturday.

Sanso Hanevosnt, Prime Minister.”

It is & remarkable ciroumstance that at
the very point of time, when the friends of
the Sabbath in this country have been
hterally passing through a fiery ordeal in
dofoncs  of the Christian Sabbath--an
ordeal, by the way, which is likely to be
renewed by those who, on various protexts
aro eager to convort the Sabbath during
the Conteunial, into a day of demoralizing
traflo, and unrestrained indulgence in
pleasure seoking—it is roematrkable, we
gay, that at this very junoture the h.ea.then
empire of Japan should have determined to
adopt the observanco of the first day of the
week a4 a day of rest. This notable and
unexpacted ocourrence should eupply an
additional motive for the Christian people
of America to stand by the Sabbath, and
A new incentive to oxtraordinary efforts o
dofeat the exertions of those who ave striv.
ing for selfish motives of mere gain ‘o
dograde that holy day from its supremaoy.

Mistakes.

It is a mistako for a pastor to suppose
that e oan have his people take an inter-
est in the religious movements of the day
without baving a religious periodical oir.
culated among them. Itis & mistake for
& pastor to suppose that his people can be
acquainted with the progress and wants of
his own denomination, and contribute
liberally to the support of its institutions,
ualess they are readers of n paper devoted
oepecially to the interests of that branch of
the Christian Chursh, It is n mistake for
any one to suppose that he oun, by the
samo expenditure in any other way, bring
a¢ much religious information before his
fomily, as by snbseribing aud paying for a
well conducted religious paper. It isn
mistake for a man to begin to practice
economy by stopping his teligious paper,
To du this is to deprive himself and family
of & great benefit. 1t is n mistake to suF-
pote that a paper ean be made oxaotly
what every one would like it {o be. The
geuotal taste nnd wants must be consulted.
It is a mistake for any ono to think that
editors can, by any poesibility, admit to
their columns overy artiole that is sent to
them., They must often decline contribu-
tions ably wrilten, booause space ia de.
manded for gomething of present interest,
of which the ohureh aud the world wish to
read. Ii is a mistake for one who can
ccmposo lines containing & cortain number
of ayllables to suppose himself a true born
poet,

The Worship of Beneficence,

There are a good many Christians, ex.
collent peoplo too, who think beneficence
18 no part of rcligion, and heneco fesl little
or no responsibilily in regard to it. We
onee met & mau who thought it a great sin

! Y 4 j to lift oollections on the Sabbath because
observers, and will cortainly bo roticed by X

it was introducing worldly matters into
the. religious exercises. Tho poor man
hiad nover been taught to feol that it was
as wiech a duty to give to the cause of God
a8 to sing psalms and read the Bible; but
ho was only reprogontative of a large olass,
Ticy have thought that the real worshi

copsists in the proaching, singing, an

eaying, with communion now and then,
and that the money side of church servico
1r ek of & temporality, introduced as a
neeessty for keeping up the other, without
enibracine in i-elf any religions character,
Let xll men and women renmember that to
give to tho Lord is worship, and that a
sermon, or even communion, with thispart
of the obligation denied, is likely to be
fruitless, siunes it is not worshipping God
with the wholeheart—Tnited Presbyterian.

Tue habit of secret prayor furnishes fo
ounrselves tho best test of piety. There is
the least temptation to its performanoce
from impropor motives of all the duties of
religion. A man may preach merely to be
seen of men ; for the same reason ho may
give Inxgely to objects of benevolence ; and

or the same reason he may be abundant,
anl loud, and long in publis %u{er. Such
men were the Pharisces. Bul mo such

mo'ivo oan reign in the oloset,

The Pen Folk.

An English Baptist writes fo the Chris.
tian World tho following, whioh he wishes
Awerican Baptist papers to copy

Robert Hall deciares that olose com-
munion ig ** of the very essonce of sohism ;”
and My, Spurgeon, In niecent sermon,
ntterod words not less true than they are
oloquent when he said, *“The pulss of
Ohrist is communien, and woo to the
Church thatseoks to care the ills of Christ’s
Church by stopping its pulse.” A story is
often & movre effective inetrumont than an
ebatract avgument, sud I am tempied to
givo nn annoodote or two that I find rolat-
ed 1y & man of gonlus in tho ourront unm-
hes of the Scottish Bapiist Magazine., In
Paisley, at the beginumg of the contury,
thove csted a Beptist Chureh, whose his-
tory has beon related in a wonderful little
B ok oslled * The Pen Fold." Itz mom.
beis beld, in ono sense, most Oatholie
vivws on the anbjeot of Christian brother-
Loud , but, forgettiag that the harmony of
varioly ie more completo than that of uni
formity, thoy coniended that all Christian
pecple of every tongue would ultimately
cowe 1o goo eye to oye with them. They
wero lika the Amerioan Baptist editor, who,
only the other day, deniod thet * it is good
for the world that there should be any
other Church than the Baptist in oxist-
enco,”  Oue of these old Paisley Baptists,
who is said to have beon gentle beyond or.
dinary mattors apart from his creed, be-
oamo &n objeot of ridicalo to all his sensi-
ble neighbors from Lis exclusive spirit on
that subject. He[wasarguing on ono occa-
gion with n Presbyterian secedor, when the
latter, wearied with the continual iteration
of the question, said, ** Weel, weel, Thomas,
weo'll got that and many other thinga ox-
plained to us when we gavgup by.” "0
yes,” answered the imperturtable Thomas ;
“ wo'll be nll Oalvinists and Baptists in
heaven, William.” The same conceited
spirit appeared in other forms, For cxam-
plo, at funerals thoy refused to rise from
their seats, as the cuctom in Scotland is,
during tho prayor then offered, ifit was
offered by ono belouging to other con.
noxions than theira, Thoy camo as s go-
cioty to Lold a dootrine of ‘¢ personal as.
surance,” and this led ‘to results
in pomo of their own households
that wero ipfinitely athetio. In
one family the wife could only exs
press & hope that she had entered the
straight gate, and though she wisely ab-
stained from disturbing her family peace
by dwelling on her doubts, and was most
docilo and painstaking in all her duties ns
a wife, hor husband brought her dootrinal
nnsoundness before the Church, and pro-
oured her soparaiion from the Connexion.
In the evening of the same day she handed
her husband the books, as her custom had
been on the Sabbath ovenings ; but he de-
clined to worship with an unbeliever. On
the following morning he, for the same
reason, refused o give thanks at breakfast,
and the poor wife, unwilling to forego that
privilege, took such viands as ske required
to aplace apart, They never broke bread
together afterwards; but the gentls wo-

‘man’'s heart was broken, and she did not

survive long. The Churoh’s action, and
her husbaud’s unbending orthodoxy, throw
her into a decline, The only words she was
knuwn to say having reforence to his treat-
ment of her were, * His Judge shall be my
Judge, and my Judge his Judge.” Other
oages of a similar kind ocourred in that little
Paigley Ohurch, but nono quite so pitiful.
The husband of one matron attempted to
do like the one I have epoken about; but
his wife, withou! words, removed her food
to another table whon he refused to say
graco along with her. However, he rose
and placed her {oa-things beside his own,
eaying, “ Let us bo as we have been, 1ags.”
She, witha amile, replisd, ¢ Thy heart’sa
good bit bigger than thy head,” He with.

row from the Baptist Church shorily after
—and soon thore was no ohurch to with-
draw from, for the conceited spirit proved
digastrous. And the renson why that lit.
tle Seotch Cliurch came to an end will, I
believe, work in Ameriea to preoiscly the
same issue, unless the close communionists
aro warned away in time from the revoliing
attitude in which they at preseni stand,
separating themselves from the great uni.
vorsal Church of Christ,

Preshyterianism.

The Rev. Andrew Black has been ex-
pounding Presbyterian dootrine and church
polity in the Caumbridge Independent. He
congludes his last lettor as follows :~—*¢ The
Hon, Arthur Ayrion, M, P., not_long ago
went the length of saying that he bolieved
that ¢ Evangelical Presbyterianism was to
bo the ealvation of England’ The lale
Dean Alford, shortly before his death, ask-
ed if the people of England would require
to go north of the Twaed for their ecclesi-
astical polity ; he was so tried at behold.
ing the unsatisfactory state of matters that
obtained! That the prineiples of Presby-
terianism are to bo found in the New Tes-
tament, no one who reads it with anpre-
judiced eyes but must acknowleage, Mr.
Spurgeon is a Presbyterian ; he rules el
dors. I once heard him testily that he
wag, and that hie belicved Presbytery to be
the form of church governmont ontlined
in the New Testament. A number of Con-
grogational and Baptist ministers are Pros.

ytorian in prineiple. Many of theso kave
suffered so much from their want of a suf-
fioient church polity that their craving for
a more satisfactory one is notto be von-
dered at. The foremost Congregatijnal
layman in Eagland scknowledged td me
that among the Cougregationalists there
undoubtedly was the lack of s suffifient
link between the miniater and his church,
In civil matters in this country, tho oon.
duct of perscns is adjudioated by compe-
tent authoritios and ina dignifed way.
Isthis always tho cage in the etlosiasti-
cal domain ?" |

THERE are lessons to be leunedon earth
which cannot be learned in heaveh,

Tax sneers of worldlings at theministry
are cheap as well ag mean, It isjvery no-
ticeable that when urgent appealsjre made
for sufferers near by, or missionsto those
far away, the responses from obrgymen
are prompt and large out of all poportion
to their mean..

* To-day Thou Livest Yet.”

#To day thou Hvost vot:
To-day turn thes to Gol ™

A young student of law had settled him.
solf in lodgings in Boerlin, Hoe felt ill ; and
a friond of ng own, a young slostor, attend.
6d him, and watohed over him with muoh
eolf-denying lovo and patience. But both
of them wore far from God, and strangers
to Iis promises of gracoe.

As the young student’s illoess inoreased,
the doctor ordered his bed to bo moved as
far as possiblo from the window, that the
steong light wight not hurt him. So the
sick man lay in the corner of his room,
oloss to a vory thin partition whioh divided
his room  from that of the master of the
house. His ved had not leng been removed
boforo he hoard, first in a low voice, then
mora distinotly, thege words 1—

“Ta day thou livest vat;

To-day turn theo to God ;

For, ore te-nioXrow colues,

Thou mayest bo with the 1ind.”
Thess words wete repented ngain and
ogain. IIe heard others tog, but they dil
not fix themselves in his momory ae these
did. Hoe cou'd not get quit of them; it
geemed as if thoy had been written on his
honrt in lotters of fire, that coull not be
oxlinguished, R

Whoen hia frlend, the doctor, next came
to seo iim, he tcok his hand, felt Lis
gulso, and asked him kindly how ho felt.

ut tho eick man ouly fizxela piereing look
on his face, and answored cvery queslion
with nothing but—

* To-day thou lvest yot ;
To-day turn thee to Go.d;
For, ero to-morrow comes,
Tuou wiayest bo with the dead.”

* What is the matter with you? said
tho dvotor ; ** what has come over you?
you are quute changed ; what 1s the mean-
ing of it? Wero it not that the fover has

-debatod, and your pulse is much guieter, I

should say that your mind was wandering,
and you were raving,”

Tho only auswer that ho got was,

Po-ny thou livost yot;
To-dny turn thee to God,”
The dootor left him unwillingly ; but on
his own way home he ocould not get the
look and the voico of his friend out of his
moemory.

When he visited him again thonext day,
he found him much bottor aud calmer;
but changed, grave, and ocarnest, Bible in
hand, his former earelosness all gone. The
work of grnce had begun in his heart, And
the doctor, too, opened his heart willingly
to the Holy Spirit, who by the mouth of Lis
friend had first spoken to him, and now
strove for an enirance to his soal,

What a marvel of graco | It had so hap-
Benad that, on the day that the sick man's

od was moved, the son of the master of
the house had not learned his lesson at
school. It wasa lesson from the hymn-
book, and consisted of that hymm, some
words of whioh we have given. The fa-
ther put the boy in the corner to learn his
lenson there ; and that was the very corner
beside whioh the fever-gatient had that
morning been placed. The rooms
were only divided by a very thin partition,
through which the words of the boy’s les-
fon had reached the sick man’s ears, and
by God’s grace pierced his heart.—Trans.
lated from Appenzeller Sonntagebiath.

Growing Old.

A man may die at threo score and ten,
and die all too early for his eternal pence.
Ho has not wrought the will of God. On
the other haud, a child may drop uut
of life, and not too soon. It had more true
wisdom than the man of many years. The
prediction of the prophet may be fulfilled,
“Andthe child shall die & hundred yearsold.”
Yoars of time are not the measure of life,
The truest life brings oternity into its em.
brace, Thereis a depth and broadness
about it whioh time cannot span.

I think Ioan imagine the feeling of a
man, when the coneoiousness that age is
oreoping on, firat impresses itself upon
him, when he sngs for the first time, ** I
am gotting old ; the morning of life is all
gone;the best part is past. I am on the

ownhill side of life—only the remuant re-
mains.” A sad moment for him who lives
for this world! living for the world, and
the world going from him—the best part
gone, ‘The idol slipping from his grasp, the
while the worshipper olutches it, and he
has nothing besides. Withering for the
grave, and yet life's real work undone, and
not begnn; the very purpose for which
God put him into the world cast aside. A
snd state, nothing more sad! What
golemu, dreary things must birth-days be
to such aman! So many sirokes of tho
death-knell hoard boforehand! But Oh,
not sad to the Christian to grow old! His
work ia done. The past has been given to
God, the futare dedicated to Him, And if
he dies, immortal youth is before him, In
roality, the Christian does nol grow old.
The earthly house of this tabernacle 1s dis-
solving, that is all ; but the spirit is young,
It has but juet entered upon its immorial
life, and it will grow young without cons-
ing, The clock cannot tick the moments
of eternity, and that the spirit has already
bogun, Listen to what the Iate Dr. Guth.
rie says of his advancing years :  They sa
I am growing old, becruse my hair i sil-
vered, and there are crows feet upon my
forohead, and my step is not so firm and
elastic as of yore, But they aromistaken,
That is not me. The brow is wrinkled,
but the brow is not mee. This is the house
in which I livo; but X am young, younger
now than I over wasbofore.” O, blessod
goligion, which can maks a man lookdown
into the nbyss of the grave and out into
etornily with such a spirit as that {—Rev.
voln K. Allen,

Ar firat thoy called them gin.mills, then
bar-rooms, then sample-rooms, then par-
lora. Recently an advertisoment read :—
A drink of the best whiskey in the world
can be had at my picture gallory.” An
advertisement of a prominent Wwhiske
dealor, now befors us, atates that he is stil]
“taking orders for goods,” and invites
‘' patrons in his line to examine his lst of
attioles.” Thisis eapital ; aod we shonldn't
wonder if, by and by, at ihis rate of ﬁ)ro-
grossion, groggeries should get to calling
themselves ministers, publie libraries,

seademies of sciences, or even howes for |4
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Plain 8peaking.

Mtr. Gladstone was abnsed throngh. ali
moode and tenses by the Roman Gatholfy
and ultra Liboral organs whon he ublish.
ed his famous pamphlot on © Vaticantam,”
booauas, forscoth, he had oleorly indioatod
the logloal bearings of the new dogma,
Wo obaerve, indoed, that tho dny; of
nbusi‘ng him are not yot ended; tor at a
mooting of the Oatholio Unioxn in Tondon,
a fow days ago, that new convort, Lard T,
G. Osborne, had s passing shot at him ;
and yot, aftor all that has been said and
wntton against him in reforenon to tiyg
matter, 1t 18 abundantly manifest from the
oconsional deliverances of oven Lomay
Uathelio dignitaries that ha @id uot write
or reacon vithout book. Ilecar, for ox.
amplo, the utterances of an Ameriean
bichop. Writing, some time 230, to 4
Romish journal of the United Stutes, ealled
tha Shepkerl of the Vall.y, Monsivnor
Renrlck, of Philadelphia, who mot boldly
advooated the dogmn of Infallibuity, sud:
* Wo confesa that the Romush Giurck 1g
fotolcxaunt—that is to say, 1t makes uso of
every meaus in its powor to emr;mtu error
and sin; but this intolerance is tho logienl
and neces-a-y conseyuence of ns infalij.
bility. It alone has the right to 1 ¢ futoler.
aat, beoause it alone is tho wiath and

ozgesaca the truili, The chtuch, there.
oro, trlerates horotios where 1t « ot do
otherwine, Lint at the samo timme 1 hLates
them mortally, aud exerts all its ondeav.
oursto annibilate them. For the. « 1cas0ns
prinves truly Christinn extirpats hercay
radioally in their kingdoms, and Ohriatian
states oxpel herotios as muoh n- porsibls
from their territories. If at this tuomont
wo abstain from persecuting herotios, wo
repoat it aloud, it is simply bsoause wo fool
ourselves too weak for it, and beeauss wo
should deom it yet mors injurious than
usoful to the church we serve, beimng pro.
voked to persecute.” This ccrlninly is
oxplicit, Dr, Manning is not speaking so
plainly yot, but the day is fast coming, it
gocms, whon he won't need to be afraid,—
Pslam Werds, Dublin, Ireland, April,

Proselytism.

Fow things are more fitted to damngo a
community than an endoavor to draw asido
individuals from theChristian brotherhood to
our own seot, party, or church. There ave
surely greater things and lesser things in
religion. It is very blessed to sce minis.
tors and people of all denominations meet.
ing for prayer, counsel and fellowship.
Now, what is more likely to interfero with
this than the influenco of the spirit of pros-
olytism 2 and that one shauld be saying to
another, ** Hore ig the best place ;" ¢ Hers
in the right man to listen to; you ought to
come with us” ? I do not doubt that ten
or twenly porsons or more may, uunder
such influence, be induced to detach them-
selves from one Christian community and
to join another, but what will this be at
the exponse of? It will be at the expence
of sowling mistrust over the entiro spirntual
fraternity, There will be mutual suspicion
after that. Proselytism will breuk up our
beautiful assemblies. Inour moetings we
must stand out against such coursee. What-
ever be our zeal for the truth, lot us be-
ware of interforing with the united com-
pony of the disciples. Lot us inke thoso
to us from outside, for whom thire is no.
body to care, In that we shall add to the
churohes, and prove a true bleesing to ihe
landi—Rev. 4. N. Somervills.

Randony Pendings,

ALy the vigour of our obedience is found
in the realizing of onr adoption.

WHATEVER tends to untune (he heart for
praige may you and I bo led to avoid it,

By trusting your own soul you shall gain
a greater confidenco in men,

Tk heart too often like the cement of
:}xo ancient Romans, sequires hardness by
ime.

Tae thing which an active mind most
needs, is & purpose and direction worthy of
ita aotivity.~DBovee.

Sour people cannot drive to happiness
with four horses, and others can reach the
goal on foot—TTiackeray.

Trk sweetest mouth in the world is one
that says civil things plasantiy, and talks
no scandal,

Tue Gospol is not & remedy for a disoase
takon up on the ccoasion, but a gracious
plan provided bofore the diseasu, God
cannot be taken unawares.

Curist is our life: think then of Christ.
He eawme to suffor, but alao to be glonfled;
to be despised, but to be exalted aleo; to
die, but also to riso ugain. If the labour
alarm thee, seck its roward.

Ir you have not the faith of assurance,
practico at lerst the faith of adlerence.
Lhat, at least, is in your power. Oleave to
God exactly asif yon were cortain of being
accopted of Him at last, and thus, fulfilling
His own counditions, you will be accopted of
Him whether you are assured of it hefore-
hand or not.

<

AND now, out of the writings and eayings
and deeds of those who loudly proclaim the
“ rights of man” and the “ righta of liberty,"
match mey, if you can, with one sentenco so
sublime, 80 noble ; one that will so stand
at the bar of Ged Lereafter, as this simple,
glorious sentence of St. Paul's, in which
Lo zsoerts the rights of Cliristian consoience
above the claims of Clwistiau liberty i—
“ Wherefore, if meat make my brother o
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world
standeth, lost I make mybrother to offend.’

Hrnrsirs are Satan's masterpieces; they
are hulwarka to his throne, nns pillava to
his synagogue ; all his deepest oraft, all his
moat subtle and refined ingenuily seem
dovoted to them. He is the author of
confusion, and in heresies he 8o commin-
gles truth and error, that those * who have
not their senses exercised to discern be-
tween good aud evil,” cannot distinguish
one from the other. The ignorant fall an
easy proy to the heresy ; while others tim-
1dly keep aloof, alike from the truth and

isted falsehood.—0. E. Frasers




