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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH RIEL?

BY EDWAMD COLLINS,

Since the date of the capture of this mur-
derous crank every one has been asking:
What i3 to be done with him? At first the
question was answered In this way: ¢ He
will bo declarsd insane,” Then some wise-
acre in the editorial columnv of a Toronto
newspaper sald that owing to lsck of evi-
dence the rebel will more than likely find a
loop-hole for escape. Somo declare that “Sir
John has him now and does not know what
to do with him.,” Ons and all seem to
be protty generally agreed that the arch-
traitor will escapoe the toils.

Now with due deference to all these wise
people, I donot think that he will escape.
I know of nothing moro humanly probable
than that this man will die the death ofa
Zslon eod traitor. It must be remembered
that his eacape after the first rebellion was
due to a a technical difficulty arising out of
plenipotential powers claimed by Monseig-
neur Tacke. That gentleman had bsen
called home from the (Feumenioal Councilin
Rome, and dispatobed to Red River,delegat-
od with authority by the Canadian Govern:
ment to graot an unconditional pardon to
one and all, Riel included, concernod in the
uprising. When theae powers were cou-
ferred the murder of Scott had not been per-
petrated ; and, with strange short-sightod-
nc. ,SirJohn Macdonald and Joseph Howe,
neglected to impress Monseigneur that it
was possible some crimes had been com-
mitted of which they bad not heard, ar
might be committed, for which they could
not offer an unconditional pardon. While
the bithop was.on his way to Red River,
Ricl caused Thomas Scott to bo taken out
on the snow and abot like a dog. The
Bishop felt dispeaed to be shocked at the
occurrence on arriving at his Rivicre Range,
but pere Richot, a very violeat clergyman,
aasured him that shooting served the rowdy
Scott just right. His Lordsbip at onoce pro.
claimed an amneaty. Subsequently the
Fenians threatened an invasion of Mauitoba,
and the Licutenant-Governor, Mr. Adams
Arckibald, became terribly alarmed andlost
his head. Ricl promptly offered to call out
the whilome rebellious Metis to assist His
Honor in repelling the invaders. *“Iaccept
your offer avec le plus grand plaiser,” re-
plied the Licatenant-Governor. And when
the panic was ended his qonor oot out in
front of tho rebel lines and shook hands
with Riel and with his bloody Lieutenant,
Lepine. In the face of tho amnesty thens,
and of the acceptance of the man’s aid byan
executive officer of the crown, it was found
impossible to procoed to the end cf the law
againat the traitor.

The case is very different now. Ho bas
betn once again guilty of high treason, and
without amuesty or promise of amnesty bas
fallen into the bands of our offizers. Various
foolish avrmisinge have been published as to
how tho man is to be tried. Hewill aimply
be tried for high tresson. It bhas been =sid
that it may be difficult to prove that hoin-
cited to revolt, or had any part in leader-
akip ; and that, therefore, it may be impos.
sible to regard him sz & prime offender,
This is novsenss, In high treason creyone
concaraed 38 a principal, Bis presence
among Damont’s men, or among rebellions
Indians, with the fonction of powder-
monkey, would mako him as amenable to
the vengeanoe of the law as if he had been
proclaimed president of the whole gang of
blood-hosnds, But there will be very little

Teaderahip fail, Contemporansens with his
prowlirg through Prince Albert taet semmer
wore ithe- firss mutterings of revelt, And
the other day when news reached the paint-
od savages thet Riel was oaptive, terms of
capitulation at once came from tbe insur-
gents, and the war whoop ocemsed, Within
a fuw hours after the skulking chief had
been placed in Middleton’s camp, there was
not a half-breed—save the few under Du-
mont—who was not sourrylog off to snr-
render himself. No; it will be impossible
for Wir, Landry, M.P,, or L¢ Mlectis, or the
expert in Beauport to wipe out these facts.
Oneo more, It may be asked, does this
man's offense cosstitute high treason ? Trea.
son coosists in this: ¢ Xfaman do levy
war against our King in his realm, This
may be done uader pretense . N
to reform religion or the laws or to remove
ovil councillors or other grievances whether
real or pretended.” Itis-war against the
sovereign, even though no designs be enter-
tained agaioat his persen.
As t0 the pleo of jzaanity, this Dominion
is not going to tuierate any such stbterfuge
It is providead, iu oase of & ples for insanity,
that, in order to sstablish innooence, there
must be ¢ a total deprivation of reason.”
Riel is a deep, wily villain, whose intellect
is perfectly sound,save for a diseased 7anity
which,among other things,is always secking
for notoriety., Let justice, now, dlspose of
its business as quickly aa possible.
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THE OANADIAN HOML OF ROBERT
DE LA SBALLE

BY JOUN FRASER, MONTRXAL,
NO. IX.

Sometime between the years 1603 and
1615, Champlain, then Governor of French
Canads, established three fur trading posts,
one at Tadoussac, one at Three Rivers, the
other at the head or the Rapids, at Lower
Lachige, eight miles above Montreal. Thia
was done thirty years before the foundation
of Montreal in 1642, by Maisonneuve, and a
dozen to fifteen years previous to the for-
mation of the company of the ¢* One Hun-
dred Associates.”
The post at Lachine, being just below the
junction of the Ottawa with the St. Law-
rence, became the most important trading
post fn the coleny, xnd was periodically
visited, spring and iall, by the various
tribes of Incians living on the shores of the
Upper Ottawa and the Lakes emptying into
the St. Lawrence, to aell or to exchange
their furs.
Abogt fifty years after the establithmeat
of the post at Lachine, there landed, some-
time during the year 1666, on the spot
where the foundation of Moatreal bad been
laid some twenty-five years previous, a
youth from Old France, in his 24th year,
of manly form and noble bearing, whoee
calm exterior bespoke one who would shrink
from no danger, and who would cling with
unflinching tenacity to any course he might
espouss, This youth was Robert de 1a
Salle, who for twenty-one years acted a
most conapicuous part in the early history
of Canads, and of this whole northern con.
tinent of America.

La Salle, in quest nf nsw discoveries and
with the hope of finding a Water Way
throngh Canadsa to China, travelled and re-
travellsd over the then unbroken forests of
the great west, and traversed and re-ira-
versod—or rather oossted—in his fnail
Todian oanoe, all of our vast inland Iskes,
and westward and southward by the Ohio,
the Mississippl and the then other unknown
tivers, in search of the greatcbject of his
ambition, until he met his death, in

.« .

difficalty in  proving virtual leadership
sgalost bim, should evideuoe of formal

March, 1457, somewhere, we believe, on the
b ks of the Missonri,

The proseat articls is not 1o deal With La
Salle's discoverios or explorations—thesaare
matters of histery—but simply to point out
aspo$, an old-landmark, nesrer our own
bome, of which few, probably not one in »
thousand of the fnhabitanty of Montreal, is
aware. Jtis the Canadian home of Robort
de La Salle—the home in which he had
lived for aome four yeara of his early Cana-
disn life, and in which he planned and
matured the great schemes which engroesed
the 1ast sixteen years of his life.

Champlain died in 1035, and about the
yoar 1644, the gentlemen of the Seminary of
St. Sulploe acquired, or had granted to.
them, the Island of Montreal as Seigneurs.
La Salle, ahortly after his arrival, acquired
from the Seminary of St. Sulpice a zrant
of 1and at Lower Lachine,as Seigueur, which|
included the trading post established by,
Champlain ; this sarved him'for the purpose
of » Seigniory house, » trading post and &
fort. On the Lower Lachine Rcad, two
miles above the Lachine rapids, juat at the
head of the ¢ New Inland Cut" of the
Montreal water works, on the ¢ Fraser
Homesatoad Farm,” adjoining the old
¢ Epglish King’s Posts,” (which was also
part of the La Salle estate) stands an old
stone building, sixty feet fronting on the
road,andsome thirty feet dcep,onestorey and
a half high,

The inside has s cellar, two floors and a
garret, the walls are pierced for over thirty
gue or loop holes, which are (uite porfect
inside, but the outside of them (the gun
holes) has, from time to time, been plastered
over to keep out the oold, to protect it for
the uses to which this old building lias been
turned in later years. The firat floor is a
good deal broken up, having becn used for
many years as a cider house; the old mill
and cider presses are still there. The out
side walls atill present a fair appearance,
except the east gable end which is alittle
separated at the top from the main buildicg.
The inside timbers are nearly as sound to-
day as when built, cxcept where rain has
reached them,

This was the homeof Robert de La Salle t
A name dear to all Canadisns How few
now know of its existenoce, and fewer still of
its whereabouta! Its walls havo withatood
the rough blasts of nearly three centuries.
The waters of the St. Lawrence still glide
quietly by It as of old—but the rich fur.
laden flects of Indian canoes no longer visit
that epot—nor is the merry song of the
Canadiaa voyageur now heard there. Those
days are gone !

This post at Lachine was the semi-annua)
reeott of the Indian tribes from their fardis.
tant huoting grounds to exchange their furs
with La Salle, and it is on record that a
band of Seneca Indians, with their chief,
spent a whole winter with him at his home.

The tread of passing armies, Freanch or
English, with their contingents of Indian
warriors, *all painted and feathered,” on
their march weatwards or homewards to
Montresl, was a familiar sound there, and of
frequent oocurrenoe in the olden time, Thiz
was the poiot of embarkation by batteaux
or canoo westward, before the building of
the Lachine canal, and resulted inthe estadb*
lishment of the Epglish *King's Posts™
thers shortly safter the oession of Canada.

Connected with hishome La Salle reserved
420 actes of land aa & homestoad for himasell.
This comptised the present Frmer Home-
stead and the two adjoining farms, which
also, until lately, belonged to the Frresr
Houwestend, Ho also reserved  comm.on of
200 acres, This common remained intact
until the year 1535. When it was parcelled
out and divided among the neighboring far-

mers,

An » protection from the ludiams, Im

plain, there was built a stone wall ten
twolve fet high, taree acres in front, front
ivg on the road, and about five acrcs, ruy
ning north,.on the east aide of his hop,
The remales of this old wall may alil} 1
seen,’ Within thisencloaore was plantcq ,
orchard of the choloest pears, apples, ay
other fruits from old France. This (|
orchard only fell into decay within tho pay
fifty years ; its final destraction occurred
1859, durlog the Intenss cold of that win'e;
. The foregoing is & short description of on
of the most interesting landmarks of Canada
It is the oldest building now standinsg in Cuy
ada. The writer's grandfather visited thi
old place over one hundred ycars sge, an
some twenty-five years later becamo th
purchaser of the Fraser Homestead fatm, o
which the Canadian homs of Robert do |}
Salle atill stands and may be eeen,

This old bullding has a history stretchin
far into and over the bygone centurics ¢
early Canadian days. Long before th
foundation atone was Iaid in tho queen!
city of Montreal, with its now noble atruc
tures and princely mansions basking und:
the shado of our stately Moant Royal - lop
before u pariah church bell was heard in th
ancient town of Ville Marie, summening th
littlo bands of devout worshippers to thei
enrly matins—long before those early day
of Canadian history, did this old buildi
stand, as it now atands, on the banks of th
8%, Lawrenoe, twomiles above the Lacbis
rapids,

Salle built, or pomibly in the days of Clm:%
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TO BE CONTINUERD,)
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EARLY TIMES—NOVA 00111

BY DR. J. W, HARVER, QUEDEC,
The {all of Louisburg was the last thrug
in tho strugglo which gave birth to Ne
Scotland, And contemporaneous historg
shows what a terrible time it was all ove}
the world, when tho first efforts were briogg;

of historical phenmonena as the first half of
the seventeenth century—the epach durio
which the ploneers of New Frasce we
undertaking the severe task of layiof
the foundations of a new prircipality in th
weat. For instance, in England there wal
to bo witnessed the groat contest betwor
liberty and prerogative, ending with a tcend
the darkest in English history—the cd
ecution of a king of Eogland on the publi§
In France, the assassination ¢
Henry 1V, by the fanatic Ravaillac openc
the way for the ambitions of Richelicu anff
the terrible wars which they excitol.
Germany, the thirty years' war, in ruiniy
the tzade of the country and in crusbiog th
people under a burden of taxation, cripple@
the already debilitated power of the empero:
and cut up the empire into a multitede o

I~

three powerful states : Russia was convalsa
by the murder of the Czar, by theappca
ance of several pretenders to the throne

by the bhorrible outrages of the Invading
Tatars; Poland was being overwhelmed b
the united attack of alx of her meat danged
ous enemies, and saw_her king forced to flofg
to a neighboring state for protecton: any
even little Denmark, who bardly darc i
oall her mind her own, in the midat of sudy
turmoil all over Europe, was violeutly digh
tarbed by the unseemly atrifs between heg
nobles and the common people. Nor is thi

all, The commotion did not confino ilsel




