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The ¢*Grand Old Man” of a few months
880 is now the objoct of nicst mercileas rdl.
cnlo and sarcastic onrtoons and laumpoons.
A dispatch from Eongland atates that ‘‘he
is abused in the prees, cursed at the mili-
tary clubs, ridiculed in the music hails and
lampooned in tho comic papers.”

Austria and Turkey have been disputing
for some timo abont the railway from Tar-
key to Sitvis. Tho disputo, as English
despatches ioferm us, has bLeen settled
S‘amicably ” and the Sultan ¢ induced ” to
agree to Austria's views. This ¢ amicable”
scttlement was brought about by Austria’s
threat to send & fleet to bombard and close
the port of Salonica if Turkey refused any
Jonger to be **amicable.” Thiskind of “'in-
ducing " puts me in mindof the **persussion”
used by Dick Turpin towards the bishop's
oachrian, ag falthfally told by Mr. Samnel
Weller, in itimortal song, in the pages of
the Pickwick Papers, to wit:—

m m 9 & o & o L]
m‘?‘nﬁ'&?&'ﬁﬂm in his 20b
And prrwafiad oo him10 sop.”

Another tale of horror comes from Phila-
delphia. This time it is the burming of
three private dwelling houses and the loss
of five lives. It seems that theré must be
something wrong abont the arrangementsof
the Philadelphia fire department, as, had
the firemen been provided with  jumping
aheets "—such as wero tested azd fourd to
be very efficient in Hamilton some little
time sgo—those people who were sacrificed
might bavs been saved. These ‘‘jumping-’
sheets” are au excollent dodfrivance, and
should be more universally introduced,
They are mado of some tough subatance,
and aro beld at the cornmers and eldes by
froe six to ten men, and have been found
quite adequate to withstand the shook’
caused by the descent of a two handred-and
filty pound man from the tuird storey of a
building. Of course it requires considerabls
nerne Lo jump from a three or four storey
window, bat, when it is the only chanoe fo¢
life, there are not many who would healtate
to tako the leap. If Toronto's fire depart-
meant 1 not provided with jumping.sheets it
should be.

Eoglishmen at length perceive that thelr
nation isat war in earnest.  Though it bas
long soemed to outsiders that the Egyptian
trouble was most serious, it has taken a
most bloody argument to convince tho Eng.
lish that such was tke case. It doea nctlook
as if there were to be any bhalf-measures,
henoeforward, in the present Egyptian cam-
peign, and the vigor of the preparations now
going on indicates that the Mahdi is to be
“‘gmashed” inscarnest. The sooner the better,

Toboganning is denounced by some of the
Montreal clergy as a pastime calculated to
lead to immorality., If it is a0, thenso is
cutter-riding, so isakating, and 80 aremany
of the other pastimes indulged in by young
people after the shades of evening bave
fallen. If people are beut on being immor-
al, no clerical deaunciations of their favor-
ite pastimes will prevent them being 30, and
if young people are of the right sort, no
amount of tobogganing will make them
naughty. Ipstead of putting a atop to the
practico of tobogganing the denunciation of
the worthy priest of St. Bridget’s is more
likely to increase the amusemcat ; probably
not amongst his own flock, but amongat
those others who always find more pleasare
i fun with ¢“a spico of naughtiness” in it
than in the goody-goody amusements that
were in vogue in the tima of oar grest
grandmothers.  Just as acon as itis dQis-
oevered that a certain amusement is *‘just
the lesst bit wrong,” 80 300n are many peo-

pate in tho naughty fun. Mark Twain
tried a alido down ome of tho ico-hills at
‘Montreal a faw days ago and doclared that
it *'beat lightning.”

Certain members of the New Jersey Legls.
lature undertook to ariticize the conduct of
tho Rev. Dr. Talmage. Now, Mr, Talmage
‘waa nover noted 3 being particularly patient
or long suffering when he was the subject of
adverso criticiam, and, accordingly, no one
ahould be surprised when he camo out rather
strongly on his critics, Herearcsome of his
highly polished utterances; and it will bo
scen that in a controversy about manners
the Legialature of Noew Jersey need never
expoct ta cope successfully with the great
expounder of the Brooklyn tabernacle. Mr.
Talmsage expreases his *“ utter contempt for
the members who made such an asinine ex-
hibition of themselvea” ; says tho language
wed by them *¢ would disgrace a mule-driver
on the tow-path of your Raritan Canal”;
confesscs his inability to aoccount for it in a
““merciful” way exocpt that his critics were
“‘over stimuiated with crooked whiskey,
commonly called Now Jersey lightning,”
and declares the charge thit he was sceking
aotoricty in attacking them to bo ‘“absurd,”
since if ho * wanted a reputation for skillful
bunting, he wonld not go shootingmuskrats,”

.

‘Whatover the New Jersey Legislators
@y have said it must have been pretty
rough if it was 50 bad that & Raritan canal
wule-driver would be disgraced by using it,
for I am informed that those gentry are ex-
traordiarily gifted In their ability to barl
forth the most terrible Billingsgate and are
auly axceeded in this scoomplishment by the
bargess on the river Thames; bat I don't
soe that Mr, Talmage's oywn language in his
retort upon his tormentore was such that an
eminent divine would be honored by ita use.
It Jooks to me something like a case of the
Pot calling the kettle black.

Two cents and a twellth is mot much to
earn for making a shirt, and yet this is what
first Tate sewing girls in New York aro paid.
How on earth do employers think that these
unfortunates can live on such a pittacce?
Surely they have much to answer for { This
is what & sewiag gizlesysaboutit: “I have
sewed for a living for some tlme, and have
sat up until 2 o'clock night after night and
can not make both ends meet. Imake shirts
{rom 25 cents up to G5 cents a dozen, You
mako the most money out of the 25 cent
onos. I am oonsidcred a first class sewing
woman. For many weeks I only buy dry
bread to eat.” It issomething to wonder
at what these poor creatures make on the
G5 cents.a-dozen-ahirts if the profit is less
than that on the others, I have teen told
that some employera force the gitls to find
their own thread, and I kaow,that many are
moan and amall souled enough to do so.
These sbirts costing two and cne twalfth
oents for making, are sold for from §1.50 to
$2.00 each ! and the employer growa wealthy
and his wifc and her friends, conscious of
their own immaculate virtue, hold those
poor girls in zcorn because they aze not all
good, We weren't told hall the hardshipe
of & seamstrens’ life in Hood's Song of the
Shirt, and yet what we do read there in
preity sad.

On the high and, presumadbly, incontro-
vertible aatlority of Yord Wolseley's dis.
patches to the British War Office, it waa
announced by a leading London newspaper
not long ago, that, inarecent battle in
Egypt aome of the English aoldiers were
‘“alightly killed.” Now Pat, when badly
hurt or very often whea cnly alightly
damaged, hasbean heard to declare that heia

plo seised with an intense desire So partiel.

is killed but yet ablo to speak he is con.
aidered to bs ““alightly killed.” The news
was, ] auppose, intended to mollify the grief
of tho sursislng rolatives of the parllally
deccased warriors.

The Washington monument was dedioated
recently in the presence of an imwmense
throng, At present this is the higheat
monument in tho world, though this boast
will be snatched from(it'when the tower,pro-
posed to bo erccted at the next French Ex-
poaition, shallhave been built, the height
of which will be over 1,100 foet. Tho Wash~
ingtonmonument isdecidedly unornamental,
in fact it is very plain but it answers
itapurpose every bit as well, for all that. 1t
is 55 foet In height, and its total weight is
81,120 pounds, The capstone aloze weighs
3,000 pounds, and tho aluminum apex 100
ounces. It isstated what the preesure of
masonry spon underlying soil is ¢ nowhere
greater than nine tons peraquare foot and
lees than thres tons per square foot noar
the outer edges of the foundation.”

The important announcement is made in
geveral papers that “‘each ball given by
President Grevy costs him £300, and 2,000
hottles of champagne are drunk.” This is
very intereating, but & craving for
a further knowledge would be satisfied
if wo could be told how many of the gucsta
aro in the same predicament, aftor the ball,
aa the 2,000 bottles of ¢¢fizz.”

Lettors from Ireland seem toindicate that
tha Fenians there, and probably in Evgland
100, are only awaiting the news that tho
British have been badly worsted in the
Soudan, to atrike a blow for freedom. It is
atated or the authority of the police that
the news of the fall of Khartoum caused
quite a Hutter of joy in .the clrcles of the
Fenian brotherhood, and that the anthorities
of Dublin Caatlo are considerably exercisod
over the present symptoms. It is to be
hoped that news of a decided Britiah reverse
in Egypt may never gladdea the craven
hearts of the cowardly Fenians, but abould
such, to them welcome, tidings ever arzive,
it is doubtful whether there wounld be a
gencral uprising amongst them, It ascems
to be Fenian nature to work its villanios by
cowardly means, and the Fenian bark bhas
ever becn much worse than its bite,

There is & possibility that the offer of
Canadian troops for the Soudan may be
acceptod after all, but not till the autumn,
As the hot Egyptian scason, just now com-
mencing, will be a severs ordeal for
seasoned veterans to pass through, it is
evidentthat, to raw colonials, expecially trom
& country whers tho cold weather is of 80
long duration as in Canada, that seasom
when the deadly Kamsin is constantly
blowing,would prove fatal, and the presence
of aloumber of sickly and dying Canadisa
soldiers would boa far greater hindranoce
than & help.  Those Canuck warricrs whe
are 80 anxious to smell powder in Egypt
need not despair ar the rcfusel of the
British Government to accept their ascvioes
need not be looked on as abaolute, they will
merely bave to control their impatience till
the resumption of active operations in the
Soudan next fall, when the probability is
that they will get a chance to show what
they can do.

It is a belief of the Buddhists of Ceylon
that i a woman behaves herself properly she
will eventually become & man, Thisshondd
certainly be a great inducement for women
to conduct themselves in & becoming maea.
aer, {or the height of smbitlon with many
of them scems 1o be to resomble men as much
a3 pomsible—and they are not all Baddhists

mooh like men that shey cannot, withey
diffioulty, be distinguished from the laly
st a littlo distance ; hats, jackets, colln,
ali are meunisk, sod it looks as if the mey
some gitls looked like men the happler thy
are, ‘This s all right; man is a noble ey
ture and a woman ahows her good sene ia
imitating him as closely as shs can,

1t looks very much as if Germany wy
spoiling for » quarrel with England, and 4
one of the firat incidents in the expamind
Germauny muat bo a dispute with the lLitth
island over the way, it is very probabletis
sbe does want & row, Germany har mae
every preparation for such a quarrel; Grat
Britain none at all, and the Soudan wu
must be a subject of congratulation is
Berlin.

There is sometning very British abozy
Gormany's methiod ot enforcing her claim
to the Camercons aland. Her adminl, i
true British atyle, commenced by bombard.
ing the settlement.to-which ho laid cliix,
the brant of dils bombardment falling o
the natives, who do not seem to be corsid.
ered at all In any arrangement betwes
European natious. A few Uritish traden,
however, who carry on a commerce with
the interior, sustained someinjury throughit
and the British consul appoloted a court to
awess damsges and send in a bill to the
German Government, Tho Germanadmin!
bombarded the settlement once more &
this made the Britiah “‘rery indignot”
which was, doubtless, just what Germayy
wanted and intended, for it is not at af
likely that this obstreperous admiral woed
have acted as ho did without being asamd
that his conduct would moet with the &
proval of his Government. Angra Peqom
does not seem to be a place worth quarrelis
about, as it is described as being a waterlm
waste,-extremely unhealthy ond altogethe
an undesirable acqrisition—but it formels
very good pretext for Germany to get wp s
quarrel about, What with Rusia wuxiig
to get up » fuss in Afghanistan, Gerray
seeking for a quarrel with England anywy,
the Fenians waiting for a good chancw for s
general uprising, and the Soudan trosbl
it must be confessed that Groat Britaio jut
now hasa particolarly ¢hard row to e’
It is to be trusted that she will come outad
right in the end.

The navy estimates for Great Britain i,
1556 foot up to the nice little total of rauly
sixty-two million dollars for ordioary e
penses, and the constraction of several pev
wren-of -'war,amongst which are to be inclodd
eleven ironclads, and abont sixty-two olke
vossels. John Buli is experiencing 1o
pretty heavy tags at his- porse-strings jis
aow.

This is what Mr, Labouchere mysia 1
peper about that afair which is of 53
paramount importance to young Esgho!
just about this time, viz., the Oxford o
Cambridge boat race: ¢*It may savea gl
masy well-meaning correspondents cootd
ablo trouble if X inform them once forsd
that the dolngs of the Univeraity crevs &
not Interest me in tho alighteat degree,sd
that I cannot find space in thesc columa¥
chroricle the daily or weekly changes &4
chanoes of the respective boats. The bt
Ta08 iteelf i3, in my opinion, a ouimy
whose Deceasity has ncvexbocnnﬁuhw_l_‘-‘s
demonstrated.” There is no probelis}
that theeo annual contests will begire®
simply bacanse “'Labby " doem't care i
them, chough there ia a good dosl of st
10 what he says, and this boat raco is T
10 affaiz of far %00 much importance. B
why the propristor of London Truid ocond:

¢Xilt emtirely,” sad, possibly, when a man

sither. Mang ladies, new-n-days, dress ne

ocs it animace, T Iaik to voo; whea 3 Witk
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