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CURRENT TOPICS.

A GREAT deal of complaint is nt tinies hard froni thntportion of the comnnunity which prides itself on its
imperialistic sentiment. regariling the immense prepon.

derance of Ulnited States perindical literature whieh enter&
this country over British publications. This onay be due in

part to the cxistiog postal arrangements
Ira'ti.çh which nct as a barrier t< Blritish niatter.
I'cricnlicuii But the propinquity of the rniteil States
Litera ture. must aise bc takcnl inso consideration.

Canaclians airc much more faîniliar with
United States publications. because thcy arc near their place
of origin. Were WC ta becomne as faniiliar with British peri.
odicals. the différence in tlhe postal rate would have much lest
effeet. We talce it, that if aur bookoécîlers would makc an
effort to introduce miores ritish magazines aud weekly papers,
these publications wou1dý Wppreciated by Canadian readers
as soon as their iuerits'5teýnmc known to theni. As an
instance. how niany Canadians are acquainted with, say.
The English Ilnat~mauî? It sn an admirable mnonthly literary
Production, whîch, once read, in ever after prized and pre.
served. Its Pa 611Ill1 wih valuable illustrations andl ne
legs valuable l!di i*~r~ Few people in this country nre
aware of its exiistZnqW.. Tea e may be said of manymoure
Blritish periodicals. T u~uy the postal gricrances effect-
ually therc muet bc a dlentfld for Blritish nialter andth de
dvmand cati only bc occasioned by an apprcciation of the
nierits of British productions.
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F ROM the publishler's standpoint, the month that hasl
passed bas been a quiet one. Pew new books of any
importance have appeared, and activities have been

clirected towards supplving the retail trade and getting out
papertcuitions aipopular works. The retailer hats found juIy

a goold nuonth, and much currcnt literature
JuIy Bookbas been clioposed ot. As wax predicted in
Tomdé. these columne, -Gardon Keith," by Thomas

Neclson Page, bas advanced ta fieut place in
the Canadian selling list. and bas recrîveil a welI.descervrd
popularity. The other popular books oi the nuanth include
.Lady's Rose', Ditughter.- -The Banner of Dlire." "The

Virgininn" and the aider favorites. -Lavey Mary- and
1Letters oi a Self-made XMerchatit." A dcmland froin Qucbec

anà Eastern Canatda-na doubt attributable ta the influx of
Stiuler touriste-hots bren noted for.the work2 of I>arlcr.
Roberts and thc other novclists who have made a study of
that rcgion. I'arker's - Right of Wa " andi ;enita o the

M\ighty" exhibit renewcd popularity. It is ns yt tocarly to
miale statemnente with regard te the ValI tracle. The special
number of Tsin IIOOKSItLLItR ANI) ZSTATIONI£R, tu bc published
niext ilonth, wvill couniu full anniouncecmenits.

O N the 13th mast. llrofssor Golcwin Smith, of Toronto.
cunipletes lit' cighticth year. Cannulinus frain ocean to
acetun will note this event with ccp and carioc.t respiect.

Though Professer Smith'» opinions on unnuuv %ubljects huave
beeuu at variance with those af certain of bis féllow-countrv.
men. there arc few Who fail ta respect luinu
or w~ho deny him place as the monat dis- (;ohltt-iii Saith.
tinguished litterateur in Canada ut the ')Cteugcwîlýrinn.
present day. Ilis crucrgy, luis lestrning and
bis courtes>. are three attrihute, whichs ha muade hini a gret
mari and have won for hini theestrern and hanor oi his fellow-
cautntrymncn. It wvas a distinct comnplimnent ta Canada Itnt
l'rofcssar Smith should have sceccted thiis couuntry il% his place
of rcsidcnce and Canadians sho:uld not lie slow in ehowisug
tticir appreciation, nlot oni>. ofhis preeence but of his influence.

ae 0

A S UIT ai much interest to Canadian botksellers ail,] sta-
tioners oasi recntl>. been set*lcdl Iv ak judgimcnt of the
ilivy Council in Euugland. It wns the* case cf llenrY

(;raves & Co. v. Gorrie. The plninti«sk arc the rcgistçcd
owncrs of the copyright oi thue wellcnrîwn picture «W'hnt wc
hlave Wec'll IIold.- The>. acquircd lie copv-
right in Canada. The clefendant îublisbcd Thr Cnputi-ighr
the pictuurc in Canada without securing nnyIkCjSfti.i(bl
liceuse fr<>m the îlaintifis. Tite lutter lîcld
this tae nu infringement ai their copyright. The case wns
firat heard in thc !Jigh Court of Ontarionand the ptlaîntiffg'
application for an injunctiun ivas iliamisseucl with cogtst.
Appeals ta the I)ivisionnl Court annd the Court of Appçal mect
with no better fate anI thsc case was carriedl to the l'rivy
Council. Trhere the judRment of ite Casnadian court was
ulpheld. This practicallymeanus that no faur ait panuings. clraw.
ings and photographs arc concernctd. the leugliisl, copyright
law does flot appl>. in Canadla, but that if an English psiablisller
wishesi to protect bis works here hc mnust reginter under the
Canadien law. Fromt the imperial point ai vicw titis judg.
nment is a distinct blaw to thase whu, are Iooking for a copy-
right law for the whole lempire. On thec athcr hand, toany
Canadians are inclined ta view it ns molit Ibencfscinl toi Can.
min, giving lus a laver hnnd in regard to copyright aatter..
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