Tue Rt. Hon. JoserH
CHAMBERLAIN, M.P., of
whom our frontispiece
is a remarkably good
picture, is to-day the second foremost figure
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in British politics. As Secretary for the
Colonies, he is directly associated with the
Imperial administration of Canadiar
affairs, and should any difficulties arise in
our relations with foreign powers, we shall
look to him with confidence for the best
protection of our interests. Mr.- Chamber-
lain was born in London in 1836, and in
later years, while living in Birmingham as
a member of the firm of Nettlefold &
Chamberlain, became a local celebrity by
reason of the interest he tonk in public
affairs, his advanced Radical opinions and
his fluency of speech. 1In 1868 he wasap-
pointed Chairman of the first Execntive
Committee of the Edncation I.eague, and
also a member of the Birmingham Town
Council. Elected a member of the Rirm
ingham School Roard, he became, in
1870, its Chairman. Mr. Chamberlain is
also an Alderman of Birmingham, and
was three times elected Mayor of the same
town, He retired from business in 1874,
when he came forward to oppose Mr. Roé-
buck at Shefficld, but was defeated. In
1376, however, he was returped for Birm-
ingham, and again, in 1880, he was
elected for the same borough in company
with Messrs. Bright and Muntz. Soon
after this trivmph, under Gladstone's ad
ministration he became President of the
Board of Trade, with a scat in the Cabiaet
During this administration Mr. Chawmber
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ability to agree with the Prime Minister's
Home Rule policy. At the general elec-
tion of 1886, when he was returned unop-
posed for West Birmingham, he stood as a
strong Unionist, and withdrew from the
Gladstone party. In 1887 he went to the
United States as Chairman of a Fisheries
Commission, and signed the treaty in 1888.
He went again to the States ‘in the autumn
of that year, and married Miss Endicott.
On the elevation of Lord Hartington to the
peerage, Mr. Chamberlain was nominated
the leadet of the Liberal-1Inionist party in
the House of Commons, and since this
time he has untiringly opposed his formes
colleagues. His shrewd, vigorons and de
termined bandling of Fresident Kruger in
the Sonth African difficalty proved more
than anything else the adaptation of the
man to the office he now hnlds, and has in
rreased his popularity to a marked degren
Although earlv in his career he was 2
Radical of the Radicals, with the ripening
of his intellect he developed as is gener
tractable mind a
wholesome conservatism ; and to-day no
Tory can outdo him in the active promo-
tion of Imperial unity and the consoli-
dation of the Empire. Cool, skilful and
logical in debate, his clear, vivid, incisive
manner of expression, together with his
overpowering personality, make him «
formidable opponent to those who would
thwart his will,
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