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Frontispiece. whom aur frontispiece
is a remarkably goad

picture, is to-day the second foremost figure
in British politics. As Secretary for the
Colonies, he is directly assaciated with the
Imperial administration of Canadian
affairs, and should any difficulties arise in
our relations with foreign powers, we shall
look ta him with confidence for the best
protection of our interests. Mr. Chamber-
lain was born in London in 1836, and in
later years, while living in Birmingham as
a member oi tbe firmn of Nettlefold &
Chamberlain, became a local cAlebrity by
reason of the interest he tonk in public
affairs, his advanced Pndical opinionq %ind
bis fluency of speech. In 1868 lie was ap-
pointed Chairman of the first Fxertitive
Committee of the Ediication Leagne, ;tnd
also a member of the Birmingham Town
Council. Elected a member of the R;iii
ingbam School Poard, he hecamne, in

T8 70, its Chairman. Mr. Chamberlain iq
also an Alderman of Birmingham, and
was three tinles elected Mayor of the same
town, He retired from business in 1874,
when he came forward ta oppose Mr. Roe-
buck at Sheffield, but was defeated. in
1876, however, be was returned for Birm.
ingham, and again, in i88o, he* was
elected'for the same borough in cornpany
with Messrs. Bright an~d Muntz. Soon
after this triumph, under Wiadstonc., âd
iiinistratian he bccame i-resjdenit uf (là.
board of Trade, with a scat iu thec Cabaact
D uring this adinjsiti a tioià Mî. (,hiaînheî
laîin coîîtinued Lu bc a pi ui LAiet 111cîji lc.
of (ite R<adical paity. dand wab è;cm.1-ally 1ç'
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ability ta agree with the Prime Minister's
Home Rule pahicy. At the general elec-
tion ai 1 886, when he was returned unap-
pased for West Birmingham, be stood as a
strang Unionist, and withdrew from the
Gladstone party. In 1887 he went ta the
United States as Chairman of a Fisheries
Commission, and signed the treaty in 1888.
He went again ta the States -in the autumn
of that year, and married Miss Endicott.
On the elevation af Lord Hartingtan ta the
peerage, Mr. Chamberlain was nominated
the leader of the Liberal-Ilnionist party in
the House of Commons, ;tnd sinre thiç
time he haq 'întiringly opposed hie forinpT
cohleagueq. Hlis sh;Irewvd, vigoronq id de
terînine-d bandlling of Pregi<lpnt 1(rtgr ini
thpe Sonth Afrh'ani diffiriîlty prove.1l rotp
than allything elqe the naaptrktion o>f 01-
mnn to the office he now hnldq, nnd basQ ini
<'reased hiq popfflârity to ;i marlced( degkrp"

Althotugh earlv in his carepr ha~ wvs P
R~adical of the RarIicnlq. with flhe lipPnlnfnp
of hiq intellct lhe ;lqlpe as R5 gIlpt
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wholesome conservatism ; and to day no
Tory can outdo bim ini the active promo.
tion of Imperial unity and the consoli.
dation of the Empire. Cool, skilful and
logical in debate, bis clear, vivid, incisive
manner of expression, tagether with his
overpowering personality, make him a
formidable oppanent to those who would
thwart bis will. Fewv iiicii lave rtâefl t,>
hib altît odc iii b-.11~Uî t d Lime éÏîd %Viti hl
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