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The interest aroused by the announcement of the dis-
covcrv of a remedv for syphilis Iy Prtfessor Ehrlich recalls
the excitement which was caused by the publication of the
discovery of tubcrculin in 1891. When the preliiinary reports

grig the discoverv of this latter agent were made public
we took occasion to caution the iedical profession against
taking too sanguine a view regarding ts eicacy. Lnfor-
tnately that caution proved to have been niost tinily. for
the brilliant hopes based on Dr. Kich's announcemlent werc
not fulhlled. as the action of tuberculin lias proved to be pro-
tective and diagiiostic ratier than curative. Bearing in iind
this disappointiient. it is well to accept with sonie caution
the prophecies which have becn made regarding the complete
annihilation of syphilis in the ncar future.

There s, however. much more substantial grounds for
the hopes expressed regarding the effect of 6o(. than was the-
case with Koclh' tuberculin. for the latter scientist was prac-
tically foi îf.ed into publication before the therapeutic
eft6ciencv of tuberculiii had been determîined experiimentally.
Ehrlich on the other land. has been able to test the effect of
his reniedv thorouîtghlv on aiiinials and in Gerniian. Aistrian.
and Russian clinies. It lias been used in soniething like
2.5o cases of hunian syphilis with practically uniformi gotod
results. We have therefore mîîuch more substanîtial grotuinds
for hope in this case than in the case of Kochs tuberculin.

The reports whiich reach us frni Germanv indicate tlat
Dr. Ehrlich lias been deluged witi applications for suppliez
of his 6o6, but that lie lias unifornly declined to furnish the
remedy save to a few physicians personally known to liimîî who-
are in charge of government hospitals and who are in a posi-
tion to have complete control of their patients and keep them
under competent and constant observation. As a. matter of
fact no supplies have been furnished to hospitals outside of
Germanv and Austria. save to one in St. Petersburg In
view of the severe and unjust criticisis to wlhici Dr. Koch

was subjected in connection with the use of tuberculin, it
woud seen thiat Dr. Erblich has adopted a Wise policy in


