CANADA

Senign Corvespandeace.
Loagay, June 3oth, 1862,

Pror. E. Inuwans, M. Dy—Viy dear Doctor, 1 cru-
brace this my earlicst leisnre moment, to fultil my
promise to write vou from Loudon, By a haaty look
at madical matters here, one can Lut be fully im-
pressed with the faet, that the material for elinienl
study iz abundant: for. in a city wlhich eontains
three millions of people, and haz so many well
arganized hospitals, in ane or other of which every
varicty of disease is traated, every fucility is offered
10 the medical ~tudent.

fo some respects, the London Hospital iz favor-
ably situnted, especially for the studeat of Surgery,
Trisin apart of the city where accidentz are of
trequent occurrence, such as fractures, dislocatione,

contusions, &0 and 1 am tohd that it is Lot an nn- '

frequent circumstanc, lor students to leave other
haspitals tor it time, and go to the London 1o fami-

liarize themeelves with the mode of treating these |
injuries, which they are in the habit of sy ling !

“the study of coarse surgery.” Mr. Lude, whe
was for 20 many years connected with this hospital,
and was among its most aciive officers, has retired,
snd devotes himself to & luerative private surgical
practice.  Mr. Uritchet hias also just resigned the
office of surgean here, and has been saceceded by
the appointment of Mr. Hatchinson, whose ad-
vancement is epoken of as remathable, he having
been first elected assistant surgeon only abuat four
Jrars since.

Une of the oldest and largest hospitalz in too
city is Nt. Rartholomew's ; here Mr. Paget is one of
the leading surgeons.,  He is a neat and siexterous
operatar. I moticed, on his operating day, that he
prefers the circular ta the flap operation in ampa-
tations of the thigh. A & lecturer he ja agrecabls,
clear, concise, and graphic. A considerable por-
tion of this hospital iz appropriated 1o the diseases
pecaliar to females, and is under the direetion of
Dr.Grecnbalgh, wivo waselected Profeszor of (hster.
tieg, &c., about a year and n halfago. Having so
recently entered upon the diccharge of his duties
ia S0 large an institution, the doctor s, as we
might expect, induatrious, vigilant nud enthusiastic
i the profession, and I may justly add he is a sne-
cessful physician. The oppertunity afforded him
for testing the varions methods of treating the nu-
werous disenses to whivch females are subject, is quite
enlimited, and ia embraced to the fallest exient,
The incision of the neck of the uterns, for the cure
of dysmenorrhiea, is just at present the practice
that seema to attract considerable attention at 81,
Rartholomew’s ; the resultsof the practice are repro-
seoted ng being highly satisfactory. Wekile there
s othing new in the principles of this prace
ice, its general aduption would hardly meet the
epprobation of the judicious physician in private
practice. The actual cantery is frequently resort-
ed ta here, in cases of uleerated os uteri, and with
benefit in gome cases; but I was led fo infor thet
much annoyance was sometimes expericaced by the
extension of infammation to the ritoneum, or
cauing pe vic cellnlitis. The line be!ween aedi-
cal 1nd surgical practice is distinetly mnaiked here:
88 a: igstance, a patient with procidentin uteri had
ohta'ned no relief from any of the numerous appli-
&ac/g resorted to ; it was thun -1acided to extend the
Peincom by causing a portion of the vulva to
Taite, which the obstetrician was willing to under-

& but etiyuette required that the patient be
temoved to tle surgical ward.
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t At the Unirversity College Hospital, I witnessed
- the vperation of lithotomy by Mr. Rrrichsen, which
:was performed rapidly, but it is not vsual that such
Lroubloseme hemorrhage is met with, as in this
‘ease. In the obstetric department, Dr. Murphy
(>l gives the loctures as be has dune for twenty
‘years. s style is plain and his teachiag prac-
tical. He has just iscned the second edition of his
book, which is considerably mere comprehensive
than the first, embracing now the main  topics
of a general course.  Here the praciice differs from
. that fillowed in some orher plac.s in Louden ; the
“hysteretome, and the actual cautery are lesa fre-
!queml_\' brought into requisition ; much atiention is
igiven to corvecting the weneral heulth, with the
reffect of removing local sytaptoms, aed the same is
true of the practice in thia department in St
Cearge’s Hospital, where Dr. Lee denounces. in no
measured terme, the “cutting and burning™ as
Freueh invovations which ought not to be coun-
tenanerd,

The Samaritan Hospital is devoted to the treat-
'ment of diseases of females. Herv a number of

interesting  cases may alway. be seen. The sur-
“geen of this institution, T. Spencer Wells, Faq,, ia
just now deing considerable i, the way of ovari-
!mm;.y. 1 witnessed tie eviirpation of a large
Jovarian tumone by hiny yesterday, and was struck
with the embartacaments which are liable to arise
Fin this operation, esen with a dexterous operator.
i1 was unable to learn the percentage of success of
ithe operation hiere, but [ find ) at the « Surgeons ™
Vhave not adopted it as one of the ordinary opera-
jtions. I met with cminent men here who represent
; the mortality from ovariotomy as * foarful.”

I the = London Surgical Home,” which receives
noae but female patients, | saw several interesting
cnsez,  This is theinstitution where J. Baker Brown
performs most ot hiz operations. {le attempted
the restoration of the recto-vaginal septum on the
day of my visit, which was the second atterapt on
the same patient.  He prumised that ovne more
operation would wahe the case complete. Hia
operations ure <poken of by the profession as heing
penerally successtal, without any novelty in the
mode of their performance.

I was greatly pleased with my visit to the
« National Hespital for Paralysis and Epilepsy,”
which is attended by Dr. Brown Sequard, who is,
without question, the “right man in the right
place.” At this  iustitation may be scen a
targe number of patients affected with various
chronic discages of the nervous centres. ! was
foreitdy impressed with the careful manner of con-
dueting the evaminations of patients, the eritical
analyvais of symptoms, and the eandor and frank-
ness in announcing opinions when difficulty arose.
Every physician of any considerable experience is
fully aware of the obscurity of many cases of this
cluss of discages. | have seldom met & man In the
lprofcsaion, whose arquaintance produced & mare
ffavorable impression upon my miad, than Dr.
{ Rrown Sequand. 1 found him an agrecable geatle-
1 AR, «& he is a prefound medical scholar and suc-
ceasful physician,

At my visits to the * Musenm of the Royal Col-
Jege of Surgeons,” I could but notice the remarka-

ble beauty, as well as the great number of
| preparations, wany of them the work of the
j cclebrated John Hunter, illustrating Anatomy,
Phyziologs, Pathology, &¢., &c., to study which
would require many weeks of industrious agplica-




