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But, even supposing that such favorable results had not yet bccx\‘
attained, there would be no ground for discouragement, fur the use-
fulness of institutions of this 5cscription is not to be caleulated only
by the number of teachers who have gone forth from them, but also
by the influence which they exercise directly and indirectly over the
instructing body. Now, there can be no doubt but that the establish.
ment of Normal schools, and the dispersing over various parts of the
country of the pupils from thuse schools, has given rise to n great
spirit of cimulation, und coutributed to ditfuse better systemns of
instruction. A considerable number of the pupils from the schools
have even penctrated to the most remote parts of the country, and
arc teaching in new settlezaents in which, not very long ago, some
difficulty was experienced in obtaining teachers who were merely
holders of diplomas from a Board of Examincrs.

The attention of the Government and of the Legislature has heen
frequently drawn to the urgent necessity of erecting suitable buildings
for the Laval and Jacques-Cartier Normal Schools. The arrangement
by which the former o}’ those schools is still located 1n a hired butd- 4
ing, to which is attached no courtyard or play.ground, is fur from)
betug economical or advantageous in any respect.

With respect to the Jacques-Cartier Normal School, T have had the
honor of frequently representing to the Government that the wing of
the ald Government House, occupied by that institution, is not only
insufficient for the purpose, but also that, in consequence of irreme-
diable defects in construction, its ruin is impending, and may from
day to day place the lives of professors and pupils in jeopardy. The
ercction of these buildings is therefore one of the moust urgent require.
ments of this department, if it is wished to persevere in normul

e

instruction and the training of teachers.
Among other means calculated to increase the efficiency of the body |
of teachers hitherto employed, are the cstablishment of a savings,
fund for aged or sick teachers, the publication of a Journal of Pubiic
Instruction in both lauguages, the cestablishment of conferences of
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teachers, and the re-organization, under more stringent regulations, of
the Buurds of Lxanuners.

In several previous repurts it has been already proved that the
savings’ fund can never attwin a flourishing condition until the Govern-
ment geant shall have heen inercased by onehalf’,

Conferences of the different assocmtions of teachers which have
been furmed in Lower Canada have heen attended by an encournging
number of the members of the instructing body ; it i, however, to be
desired that all teachers should pusticipate at least once or twice
duringe the year in the great advantages which may result tvom these
institutions.  School commissioners have been strongly recommended
to grant freely to teachers leave solicited for this purpose, in view of
the certain and ample compensation which they will receive for the
time lost in the iiprovement of the systems of education, and the
progress of all kinds which will ensue. The teacher’s courage is
tempered; he feels revived by contact with his fellows and his
superiors, and returns to his daily labor at the conclusivn of the con-
ferences with renewed caergy.  The different essays read by the
teachers, and the sketehes ot the educational discussions which fol-
lowed in these associations, have constituted one of the most important
and useful resources in the cditing of the Journal of Public In.
struction.

‘The re-organization of the Boards of Examiners, and the enforcing
of new regulations, appear to have had a salutary effect on the com-
position of the educating body. Scveral branshes ot instruction have
received a new impulse in our primary schools in consequence of the
blication of the programme of examination.

One of the most ian)orl:mt points of the new regulation is the
inspection of the Boards by the delegates of the Council of Public
Instruction. I subjoin to this report thuse which have beea hitherto
submitted by the delegates in gquestion.

The following is a sumnmary of the annual statistical returus which
the secretaries of the Boaids are Lound to transmnt to tlus Uepart.
ment i—

f Ezxaminers in Lower Canada, for the year 18G4,
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