
154 JOURNMAL OP EDUCATION

at secing it brought te him, and, discovering the fraud, ho Suc- -vero of iron, and oven thoy only came into, use at rather a jute
ceeded in obtaining possession of it by purchnse. Thais original peîiod. At tho very close of' the republie, a goid ring was
is now witlr tho rest of tho collection in the Britishi Museuiin. only mtade use of on publie and ceretuionious occasions of great
His taste as a collector appears to have run chiefly upon thrco imiportance. Tho annudus prontibus, which was sent as a pre-
classes of object8, ('xreek and Etruscani vases. engraved and sent to a ixirothced ivonuan, as a aFign of'h engagement, was
sculptured geint, and early personal ornainents of gold. The first only of iron. liny believcd that the use of' ringq liad not
of tirese three classes, tduit of tlac vases, lias been rmade better existed eveni in Grecce nt tlac tintie of the Trojan war, and lie
known to the public thau the others tlîrough the works of tells us thiat tire first date iii Roman iitory nt whlîi lie could
Panofka, De Witte, raid others; and souie of tle finest of' thse trace any generad use oa' theun %vas in &.U.c. 449, ini the tinie of
geins in tho Blacas collection living been derived frsui the aider CiJeius Flavius, the son of Annius. Yet, as lie adds, alter this
nnd better known Strozzi collection, have been spoken of in date thcy nîuist have corne into use very rapidly, for, iii the Punie
difféent, works on this brandi, of ancieut urt. but otherwise the war, they w'erc se arbuadaist that Hannibal %vas able te Sena froxu
contents of' tire muselur of' Nyliehl %ve are speuking itre ntit very Italy te Carthage thrce iedil of' thein. The next advance in
generally known. It was froua the Strozzi collection that the luxury was the practice of inserting or setting a precious stone
Duc obtained the noble canico of Augustus, represented iii our in the gold of the ring, and it was not tili a still Inter pcriod that
accomrpanying plate. the use of signet rings ias radoptcd, wliil inaplieti the engraving

Se rnchi bas been rvritten un thc l:istory of precious Stones of a device, of sonie kind or other, on the stease eo' the ring.
and of the lapidary'.s art, tiant it is now hardly rcquired, in Pliny tells us d*stincetly tint the stone of fle ring of Polycrates,
treating of a subjeet like this, te go nt anf lengtlî over groutid or nt least the oneo sroiri for it :t Rone in bis time, presented
whieh lias beesi so e il trodden before. The ancients then- rDe traces OfengCraving.
selves la abundance of wonderful steries of thc immense The flrst engraved gema lie mentions belonged te Pyrrhus,
values set upon particular precious stones, and of tlîc singular king of Epirus, the great enezny of the Romans. This iras in
parts they hua Eonieiiines playcd ln history. Pliny the Eider, the 1first hlfaiof the tiaird century before Christ, and tire history
in bis chapters on this subjeet (Hist. .Nui., lib. xxxvii.), tells of precious stones iras still involved in se niucli nystery, that
ru. tliat it iras the commron belief that the first lad ividual who Krng Pyrrhus was believed to have ia lais possession an agate
irore a ring with a stone in it iras Praniethieus, whio Ilad becai (adru tes) on vieih ivere figured the aine muse, withi Apollo
condenincd by Jupiter te carry on his finger, as a nienioril of lioXliug a lyre, tIhe vrork not of the engraver, but of nature lieràeif,
his offences, a bit of the rock of Caucasus set ira a ring of' iron ;the veins of tire stone beitig se arrangeai naturally, tînt cadi ef the
and this, bce tells us, iras, according te the tradition.--, the first Muses liat ber ewa peculiar attribute. At a Inter period, notions
ring andi the first jeivel known." i,ut Pliny addts tl.int, la this like tiais prcvailed extcnsivelY, and ini the more ignorant periotis
catie, lie disbelievcd thc tradition, aind tisat bis opinioni ias tlat of the maiddle ages, people believed tînt the ancient intaglios andi
this ring of Prometheus iras only tlîat of the clîn by whizlî caineos, wihl iere often found in di-ging lle grounti on ancient
he iras bound to thc rock. The saine irriter tells us next of sites, Ivere naturai ebjeets, and that engraving on tàem iras a
the celebratcd jeivel of Palycrates, the tyrînt otf Sanies, upon I nere natural indication of the special power or quality each pos-
wbich se inucli value iras set tînt lie iiriarined tîsat tlic valuai- sess-eti. Sanie eft' tinedireval irriters believeti that the fidus
tary loss of it would bc a sufficient expiation te thc iasconstai..cy Ac1i<ites of Romian fable ias îiothing but a prcious agate, on
of Fortune to avert lier irrath, andi lie lvent eut te selat vchdpne i fotue oE lens.
tlirew the ring contaiiiing the jeirel into tue iraves. But tIse We knew notîîing of' the first beginings of tlie art ef engraving
fickle goddess refuscd to accept it; a large sea-fisla, served at upon precieus Stones, but it appears to have cerne froni the E ast.

Z> is' ale rsfutive avtt cosîtain in ils Pliny, who la aur chief autberity on these niatters, mentions
belly thec fatal jirel, irhicli ias restereti ta the kàtiîit; and the 1 nia ediet ef Alexander the Great, forbidding the engravinig of bis
latter, ln tIe sequel, endcd lais lifc iaiserably. ?Iiny tclls us Ilportrait on a srnarasgdus jsupposeti te be the emerati> by any
tint fiis precieus Stone iras a sardonys, whîicli iras stili i hils, other profeser o? the art but Pyrgotlai. 'We secul frain thia3
time preeerrcd at Borne, ivhere it lid heen given as part of ijustificd in supposing tint, in the ige af Alexandier, tie art of
the erraaaaentatioa of a liera te the Temiple' of Concord by the engraving on geais iras extensivcly practised iu Greece. Less
Eniperor Aîîg.ustus, andi lie says tarat it iras there consitiereti as tuan a century hefare Christ. Mitiriintes, tire celebrateti king e?
xnuch inferier te many otlier jeirels tdieu collecteti ira the Roissan Pontus, î,ossessed a dactylietlieca, or xnuteumn of signet rangs.

caia.It iras reporteti, a feir years ago, tsat, tire ring af With Augubtus and the cariler Reran eniperers, thc possessien
PolycratLcs lîad been found ira a vineyard near Romie. by a vine- of tîtese dactyliothecze becanie a great subjeet e? pride, andi tlie
dresser eof Allano; but as it iras describeti as a very fine intaglio. Rsinans displaycd, a sort of vaild extravnga.nce ia their taste for
ivitli the nain(- of? thc artist, it is probable rIant tlae irbole story jpos-ceessiag cauacos andi intzglios, andi in tic immnense sis tliey
iras a1 fiction, or the ring a forgcry. gave for thein. Tise first irbo ?ornicd a dactyliothea nt 'Rame

Tire abject of tise liret people w irin ude use of' preciaus iras Scaurus, tie stepson ai tie dictator Sylla, but ail ire know
stonesq, iras of crurse Ie di>plaiy tic Stones tinelsori accouat of it is tire st.ateincnt of Pliny, that it iras niud i ltieir to tint
af thecir bcaury andi the great valuse set japon thiscn. PIlinly oi '.Iitliridates, whlich latter iras tranferreti te Reome by Penipey
launchîing out ini admsirationa on this subject, says tirat a the Great, thc conqueror of Mitiaridates, and presented by hlm.
precieus stene is n abject '- il, wivch tise iiîîajcstic anight o? te tlic capital.
nature presents itsclf to us, contracteci initlair a vers- lînited 1 Tlac contents ai the dactyliatiecoe appears te have been littIe
space, thiouigl. lu tise opinion of raaniy, nnivlacre displaved, in a 1 a.pprcciaitcd by ise B3arbarians, andi, alter thc fail et' thc empire of
amore aLdmirable fkiris." ilany people, lie szsys, looked 'upon it tic W~est, tise triste for tisis braîsdli o? art iras carricti ta Byzan-
ns île es tian saicrilege ta engrave thirer, et-en for >ignets, jtiur. irbence it reuîrrned ta Western Europe ia the fiftenth
aîthougi lie coasiders tlaat tue especial purpsosc for wlsicli they century. Yct the people eof thc middle agres, with tîsat mys-
irere Irntd.l another part of lus grent work (JJi. Nast., teriously Superstitions regard for themn alrndy nticeti, sought
lib. xxxiii. c. 4), Piiny recurs te tihe ring et' Pronîctiiess, amea- engry ab pssýessedftiet îcn. It la veny coannian te find a
tioneti above, andi to rings of iron andi o? gelti. As migit be grent baron or knigit, or an ceclesinstic, sealit-g bis charter or
expecteti, sonie eof these prinieval rings1 becanie celcîr.-teti for ather document irith a scat in irhicl an aincient intaglio is set
qualities whiich irere mare than natiaral. ilidasq, nccondiug ta instecîd o? an ondinary nrediacral scat. Pcrhaps he thougî,,t
our irriter - otiers uvy Gyges - lad a ring wihl, upon the that, bcing an abject et' comîparative rarity, thc possession of
collet hein,- turacd inivards, caused the irearer te become it iras somcthing te be proui et'; but it is probable aise, that
invisible. The only rings knira among the early Romans, ho laoked upon it as possessiag soie superier power which gave


