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REVIEW.

Celestial Scenery ; or the Woaders of the
Planetary System displuyed ; Mustrating
the perfections of Deity, and a plurality of
Worlds. By Tuomas Dick, L. L. D.
18mo. pp. 422. Price 33, 6d. Iarpers,
New York: Greig, Montreal. 1838.

Dr. Dick has long been a favourite with
the youny, sud deservedly so; and though
bis etylo is too redundant, and he gometimes
dwells too long upon a faveurite ldea, to be
quite agreeable to us older folks who happen
to hiave some acquaintance with the subjects
of which he treats; to our younger friends
the geod Doctor’s warks are a mino of
wluable information that will well repay the
wouble of working it. Ilisawmpleintelligence,
bis general good sense, his skill in selection
awd arrangement, his power of research, his
liabit of reflection, and his serious and benev-
dlent spirit, render him an admirable guide
trough the vast and varied sphere of
rature’s wonders, while he seizes with delight
eery opportuniity of directing his reader to
mark the ** Suger of God” in all that he
teholds,

The work now before us is part of a series
of fifty volumnes which the spirvited publishers
bave issued under the general title of T%e
District Library, embracing a great vaviety
of useful and interesting subjects ably treated
by the best writers of the age in their respec-
tive departments. The velumes consist
prily of reprints fromn stardard British
authars, and partly of original productions
b American  writers.  Considering  the
quantity of matter and the numerous illus-
wations  they contain, the volames are
remarkably cheap, even with the additional
charges of customs and importation,

The * Srenery” which the volume before
usbrings iute view is at once atiractive and
awblime 5 it is indeed © celestial;” ang if the
reader will not ouly peruse the printed page,
butalso ““Jift up™ his  eyes unto the heavens,”
and patiently survey the objects presented to
him, according to the auther’s judicious pre-
eepts, he will at every step of his advancing
pragress find fresh reason for admiration and
praise. A system of astronomy is given in
popular language for the use of general read-
ers, divested of the more obstruse and recon-
dite portions of that noble science, which neue
but thase svho can enter deeply into mathe-
matical investigations could possibly under-
sand. ¢ ANl the facts and discoveries
connected with descriptive astronomy, in so
far as they relate to the planetary system, are
here recorded, and many of them exhibited
n a new point of view ; and several facts and
cbservations are detailed which have hitherto
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been either unnoticed or unrecorded.” * One
new department of astronomical sclence,
swhich has bitherto been overlovked, bias been
introduced into this volume, nnmely, the
scenery of the heavens as exhibited from the
surfaces of the different plancts and thelr
satellites, which forms an interesting object
of contemplation, and, at the sameo time, a
presuwptive argument in favour of the
doctrine of a plurality of worlds,” For the
purpose of graphical jlustration, a bundred
und sixteen figures and dingrams, fram wood
cats, have been inserted in thelr proper places.
In the NInE chapters which the work contains,
an immense quantity of valuable and interest-
lng matter is introduced, relating to the earth
and all visible surrounding worlds as fiur as
observation has made us acquainted with
them, except the fixed stars, of which the
author intends to treat separately in another
volume.  An Appendix is added containing
Descriptions of Celestial phenomena, and of
the pesitions and aspeets of il the planets
during the years 1838 and 1839,

How much better would many of the young
men of this Colony be employed in mastering
the contents of such a voluse as this, than
in thase pursaits which degrade their nature,
waste their praperty, and injure both their
virtue and their bealth. To exhibit an
aualysis of the work would accupy too much
room; and for the same reason we must
abstain from farther extracts, which we should
otherwise he gldd to make. This, however,
is the loss necessary, as those of aur readers
who wish to study the subject, and have any
confidence in our opinion, will not fail to
procure the volume for themselves,

The Union Bible Dictirnary. Prepared for
the American Sunpay Scroor Uxionw,
and revised by the Committee of Publica.
tion, 18me. pp. 648. Second Edition.
1838. Philadelpbia, Union Office; Mon-
treal, Greig.

This is an extremely judicious publication,
prepared with very great care, and is highly
creditable to the Society from which it issued.
The principles which have been observed in
its preparation, and which are detailed with
admirable distinctness and brevity in the
preface, are well adapted to sccure the great-
est excellence in a given space; and as
compression was essential to the design, this
was a consideration of great Importance.  As
far as we have exmniued the articles, the
principles laid down have been strictly
adhered to. The wurk cannot fail to be very
useful, as a buok of refercuce, to Sunday-
schools, to families, and in short to a'll who
may need to consult its pages. We give the
following as specimens of the neat and
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