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Even if the space assigncd nme wvere
more ample, 1 sliould find It difficuit to,
give a j ust accounit of the religious con-
dition of It:cly. One stand la i greut
danger of gcaeralizing too rapidly.
Jtaly, indeed, is no longer a ner " gco-
grapliical expression." She boasts of
being "eone and indivisible.'! Peliti-
czilly slie is indecd a unit. One ]an-
gucîge aIse. withi but sliglit dlialectic
différences, prevaci1s frein thie Alps te
the soluth of Sicily ; buit tie diversities
among thie inhiabitants are excx-ediigly
great. Tlie Veinetian and thie Sicilian
arc ia snany respects dissitiflar. So itre
tlue Milanose and the Netpolitains. The
Genees were deelaredl by Dante te, be
dliffcrent in oecry cuistom-diversi d'ogni
cotune-froin otlier ItailianS ; aiid their
peculiarittes are passing '-ft awa itli ex-
cceding slowncss. Since tlic fall of thie
Roman Emnpilre, abolit fourtecn cen.
turies ago, Italy, until of recent years,
liashbadla sad and sterrny listory ; ticere
liave mot ouly been frequent invasions
from withiout, but shie lins been dlis-
tracted by internai strife and struggle.
In suchi a state of tbings great dilter-
ences ef ebiaracter and feeling )lave un-
avoidîîbly arisca ; and althougghi xinder
tue beneficent sway of tbe flouse0 of sa-
voy thiese bave begun to disnppecar, it
wvill doubtless take geniertions before
a truly national ChiaraCter cati bc fori-
Cd.

It inay bce supposcd that thc religious
dliversities are suxailler than our weords
lmply. Stili, tlbey arc by no, mlenus iu-
considerable. R1oznnnismi lias not uni-
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lied, ner îndleed lins it iouled tite
mmnd of Italy te the oxtent tlilt is geil.
crally belîeved.

The religion of tlic State Is prefess.
cdfly ]lomanism ; but tie Italian Gev.
ernment is largely tolcrant. TIlîe elainis
of the Clilirci are hy 11o mens conccdcd
in all cases by tic State autlioriies,
Thus every priest must serve for a year
in tlic arîuy ; and wlien civil offences
are comunitted by tlie clergy, tiey are
tried by civil tribunals. On a great
publie occasion, sucli us thie celebratienI
of a victory, a bislhep is uisually asked
to conduet a religions service; but ex.
cept wien the troops are ont o! Italy-
in Africa, fer exanîiple-ti.ere are tio
army cliaplaîns ; nnd in garrisen towns
there is no relfigions service for soldiers.
(For sbips o! war chiaplains are Sp.
pointcd.) The State and Clinreli are by
110 mens on fricndly ternis. The Stae
lins coniflscated tlic propcrty ef Uic
Cliureh, but assigns tlic werking clerg
a salary during thecir pcriod of scrvic,
and a smiîl pension lu old agc. Thce
clcrgy, ns il, ruie, are poor; eve» high
dignitaries cannot be ealled ricli. The
great body o! tic priests are Uhc sous of
peasants ; noble families are gencrsllï
reluetant tliat thecir inembers should en.
ter ccrical life. 3y tlbcyeir 1887nuy
thiousands of eclesiastical folundfations
-vieh niaiit2unetl abouit sixty titan.
simtd seuls ns nionks or nuns-had lmc
snippressed ; tlheir revenues wcrc tikell
over by tuie St.ite and lifepczîsienssi.
signed thieir iniates. Neiw corpors-
tions cannot legally be set up, but tàte
law le coutinuahly eviadeti; alla tic
State, nxieus te avoid, if pffsible, an
opeti rupture wviti tLie Chuircli, wiDks
at tlic abuse. Ther ' seruilirimtion Of
Clitircli revenues" wvas, cf coursc, ve1t
ilxenrtly denounced by tc Popx; 110 uic
hishlops. acnd l.1tv indignation of Ilr
Chuircli r-ose tn ftcvere.t wlien de"<
Pople wvas stripped,( of uls tenulpoal 'Io.
iniionis and Lile states o! the CL. (l
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