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of the indistinct lines which separate Xindooism, Sikhism, and kindred '.
systems. When the lower superstitions, such as ghost-worship, tree and
animal worship, or demon-worship, are taken into account, the perplexities
are intensified. Amid these peculiarities it is evident, from recent enumer-
ations, that Hindooism is absorbing steadily the hill and forest tribes,
accustomed to practice strange, primitive rites. If these animistic tribes,
together with the 3050 Brahmos and 39,950 Aryas, be added to Iindoo-
ism, title combined groups of IHindooism, semi-lindooism, and reformed
Hindooism number 75} per cent of the toial ; Mussulmans, 19.96 per
cent ; Buddhists, 2.48; Christians, 0.80 ; Sikhs, 0.66; Jains, 0.49 ;
Parsces, 0.03 ; and of miscellancous belicfs 0.02 per cent. In July last
Mr. Naoroji, a member of the Parsee community, was clected a Member
of the British House of Commons, an event warmly greeted in India, by
which it is hoped the ** dumb millions™ in that land may have a greater
voice in regard to their nation’s interest and policy. Putting the religious
census in another form, Hindooisin claims 207%,500,000—the term, it may
be remarked, signifying ‘‘any religion which is not Mohammedan 3
Islam, 57,000,000 ; Buddhism, 7,000,000, and Christianity, 2,225,000.
The Jews count 17,180, and the Parsces in all §9,887 persons.  Of
theists, agnostics, and atheists 289 are enumerated. Taking the * animis-
tic group™ alone, they represent 3.23 per cent of the whole population,
which allows them to stan2 next to the Mussulmans in numerical strength.
Hindoos and Mussnimans have increased 10.74 and 10.70 respectively, in
proportion to the growth of population ; Buddhism has increased 244 per
cent at a pace with the growth of the general population in Lower Burma ;
while the Christians have multiplied 2t the rate of 22.16, including large
conversions from the forest tribes, particularly in the Chutia Nagpur tersi-
tories.  Gratifying results of the trinmphs of Christianity come from the
Punjab, the Northwest Trovinces, the Karen districts in Lower Burma,
Madras, and the west coast seaboard, where the native Christian popula-
tion is growing at an astonishing rate. These fruitful issues give weight
to a remark by Dr. Martyn Clark, that India’s fields are not only white
for harvest, but the sheaves are waiting, and cqually so to the sanguine
views of Dr. Pentecost regarding the spiritual regencration of India.

Of * Young India,” considering the population as a whole to the age
of fifteen, the Indian Teturn shows that 93.90 per cent of the boys and
§2.47 of the girls are unmarried ; and of the married under fifteen years
of age, 5.90 boys and 17.02 girls. In cvery 10,000 of the population
there are left as *“ widowed ™ 2@ boys and 51 girls under the age of fifteen
years, and of this * widowed™ category 20 per cent of the boys and 33
per cent of the girls are under five years old. The state of education
presents terrible backward features in the adult sections of the population,
where, again, there is disparity between the two sexes respecting capacity
toread and write. From returns affecting 262,000 00 of people, it is
tabulated that §9.1 per cent of the males and 99.4 per cent of the females



