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of the Jew long before the Moslem proclaimed it., Mohammed ang
his followers adopted it, apparently n uttor unconsciousuess,
or rather in supercilious rejection of its historic environment
under the Jewish dispensation, and brought it into 1y,
as the leadir~ truth of & human scheme of religion. They rojected ity
historic development in tie Incarnation, acknowledgoed Christ simply
as one of the propheis. supplemented and in almost overy respect
superseded Him by another, and making Mohammed the contral per-
sonality, they established the Mohammedan religion as the Ilatey
and best revelation from heaven—a religion whose right it wug to
reign, and whose prerogative it was to supplant and sanihilate every
other religion, and especially Christianity.

We cannot undertake in the limits of this articlo to bring for.
ward the evidences that Molhammedanism as & spivitual systom must
be considered a ¢ broken cistern,” nor can wo undortake to preseut
the evidence furnished by the present state of tho Moslem world, that
as a religion it is futile and powerless as an uplifting agency. It
would absorb toomuch of our space, and lead us away from the main
purpose we have in view. We must be content o rest the verdiet s
to its alien birth and false credentials upon one singlo consideation,
which for our purposes at the present time should be sufficient to carry
conviction. ¢“What think ye of Christ?” is here, as elsowhere, o test
question. The Mohammedun religion, while acknowledging Christ as
one of the prophets, yet denies that he is anything moro than one of
the prophets. His unique position as God in the flesh—the Messiah
of prophecy, the Redeemer of men, the heaven-sent Modinter, the
divinely-appointed victim of an atoning sacrifice, the Prophet, Priest
and King of a redeemed Israel, the risen Lord and tho asconded Inter-
cessor, the only name given among men, is boldly and defiantly denied
and repudiated by the Mcslem. Theoffice, and work, and digmty of
the Holy Spirit are also rejected. 1In place of the divine Christ and the
life-giving Holy Spirit, we have a conception of God which is but an
imperfect and misleading reproduction of the earliost Jewish iden, and
is cold and bald and stern, without the tenderness of fatherhood or the
sweet ministries of pity—for, after all, divine mercy in the view of the
Moslem is quite as much of the nature of adeserved reward asof acom-
passionate ministry ; it is a reproduction, through a purely humsn
channel, in an environment of ignorance, of the earliest ravelation ofa
Supreme Being. This distorted reflection of the primitivo teachingsof
religion about the Deity is still further marred and shadowed by making
Mohammed His greatest prophet and the Koran His final and consun-
mate revelation to man. The result as compared with Ohuvistianity is
a notable failure on a merely human plane of religious thought, yet
with enough of the light of heaven borrowed and misused to deceite
the conscience and lead an ignorant Oriental constituency to acceptit



