
been largely causcd by political reasons, their steadfastness and martyr-
doms hava sprung frein their religions beliefs. NGtwithstanidingt the
death, or, as they phrase it. ascension, of their Divine incarnation, Mirza
lunsain Ali, Baha'ullahil (the liglit of God), on -May 1h,189,-, iii exile
gatAcehio, thiey continue te liold togrethler and in sine place-s to ncrease.
Inlforimatioi is inost contradictery as to their character and îminbers. 1
a1r, assircd that their lîiier cir.de practice a coinrnunity of wives, anîd

aprv fassassin-to asq a mnens of frcingr theinscives froin encîeîns.
'fr-lcir numnbers arc often st-ated at froni 500,OU> tu 1,000,000. If se, the
Ne% Dispensation is alrcady firinly otbildand eaui Cail a1 tcnth or
tvetftlî of the Muhamnedans of Persia. 'They are struggIlîng for rclhgious
liberty, and the infiluence of so large a budy iinust wca -en the resisting
power of Shiahuisin. Tho bent ou achieving their own triumnph, they
profess great friciidslîip for Christians, and are carnest students of the
.Bible to fiîud proofs for thecir own revelation. Their belief in the d.zviniity
of Jesus and cf 13aha is a strong ductrinal link with Christianity. Sonie
of tlîc best converts to Cluristîanity hava been frein this new rcligion1.
One cf these latcly said te nie "Tere are inanv ivhîo ara convinccd that
tîîe best and only truc religion. is I'rottcstantisin. Tiîey adnmire the con-
duet of the Protestants, and refer te it as au examiple ini contrast ivithi
their own actions."

The %werk cf the Bible societies continues te, bc one of thli est agencies
for the diffusion cf the trUtlî iu ]?ersia. The sales of Scriptures are not

largo as in in any Tohmres 1le totail iuînnîber circuil.te:d during the

paRst toi, years us esti!inatcd at 60,000. The report of the flritish and
Fo'treigzîi Bible Society says : 'haVi.t have thuse 60,0(j( cepies donec for
I'ersiaL? hlave tlîey in-ii ay wvay ]îclped te lbring one sinner tu, Christ?
ica, uiet olily one:, but a vcery large nuinbcr. 1. There are înany of whloli
ive have licard, zind sonie iwhorn %ve have met and knowv îersoîîally, -.010
are real and truc Chrisezans. 2. Tiiere are Iiiundreils cf mnu whlo, wvhile
acceptinig the truthi as it is ini Jesus, and believing iii the doctrines of tlic
Christian religfion, zre afraid openly te confess their fait' .L There, ara
t]housgnds «%V]o have g-ot a glinîlpse cf hIe truth alld LBCCOllie auxious iii-

quirers, and -%Ylxo are nuot far frein the kingdlonu of God2a. 4. Thousands
tlerc are wuo, uat one tinie were bitter enemnies ùf thi- Gospel, tryingr to
hhinder tie îvork in evcry possiblc îvaY, but WIhosC heurts hava been seft-
enta. P'eople %V110 knew ilothillg of tuc B3ible or Christiauity wvill be sccru
mov, disciîssing these torics in order to find out thc truith."' Aiiothuer
report of thie saine scciety -says : "Sonie, and 1 tliink the înajoritv, cf
tke inost interesling cases are the resuult of tlue Study of the Word of Goa
alont, 'witbout ceimmlent or word frein aur man. leor instance, a shuikh
of u Arab village piald us a visit at the beg.,inuiing of 1-$S. Hec told mne
fiat about teont years before lie badl rccived an. Arabie Bible. He studicd.

iana after a -whilc, beingz tire mollai of tire village, lue began te rmd it
ho his people. I asked hM if he l.ad rcad tie Nvluole of it, and lie smid,
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