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The Yancouver Coal Ficlds.

Although coal was found on Vaacouver Is-
land as carly as 1831, it was not uatil 1851 that
an attempt was made to mine it by the Hudson
Bay Company. Operations wera commenced
by them at Fort Rupert, aear the northern end
of the island, but owing to the irregulsrity of
the seams these workings were abandoned one
year later. At the same time, however, coal
was discovered at what is now the city of Naa.
aimo, and the company transferred its work to
that point.

At present, says Uaited States Consul Myers,
of Victoria, in a conaular report for September,
there are four collieries in operation on the
island. Of these. the Nanaimo, Wellinztoa
and East Welliogton minesare in what is known
asthe Nanaimo district, while the Union Com.
pany mines are in the Comax district, which is
estimated to have 300 square miles. The veins,
asa rule, are horizontal, and are from 24 to 11
ft. thick. The coal jssemi-bituminous of Cre-
taccous sge.

The Nanaimo Colliery was first owned by the
Hudson Bay Co., who sold it in 1S62 to the
New Vaacouver Coal and Land Co. Owiog to
faults in the strats, and other causes, the opar-
ations of this compauny wera not profitabls, the
ontput between 1562 and 1883 varying from
20,000 to 90,000 tons per apnum. In 1384 this
company was rcorganized with the result that
mining was coaducted on a more extensive and
economical scale. At present the company has
five mines, four of which have been inoperation
since 1884. Shafts Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 5 are all on
the samo bed, although the quality of the coal
differs. No. 1 produces a gas coal, which, it is
said, will yield 11,000 co. ft. of gasto the ton.
Nos. 4 and 5 furnish coal adapted to steaming
purposes. No. 2, (the Northfield,) produces a
coal somewhat harder than the others.

The beds dip to theeast at angle of 5. Shaft
No. 1 is down 620 ft. through a herd conglon-
erate rock ; the drifts extend ander the bay,
a distance of 3,000 yards. A shaft 670 {t. deep
has been sunk on Protection Ialand to connect
with these woskiugs. The beds of this mine
average 74 ft. io thickness. The Northfi-ld
mice bas two shafts and a third will soon be
added.

No. 3 is about worked out. Nos. ¢ and §,
koown as the Southficld, are the greatest pro-
ducers in the district.  They are worked by a
slope down S08 yds., sud a shaft 505 ft.
deep.  The beds average from 6 to 10 ft. {a
thickness.

The present daily prodcction of the mines
is as follows : No. 1, 630 tons; Northfield, 500
tons; 300 tons at No. 3 and the Southfield, 800
tons.

Wellington Colliery.—This mine was dis-
covered by the late Hon. Robert Dansmuir ia
1869. It was first opened up by a slope which
was worked out inafow years. At present
there are four shafts from 310 to 375 ft. deep.
The beds are 23 to 10 it. thick, and the coalis
barder than that at Nansimo. Tho pillar-and-
st2ll and long-wall systems of mining are used,

in these miaes. Tho outpat of the colliery
averages 1,450 tons per day.  Shaft No. 4 pro-
duces 530 tons, the seam bheing 7 ft. thick.
Shaft No. 5 produces 430 tons per day, and
shatt No. 6. 450 tons per day. A fourth shaft
is boing sunk between Departure Bay and Well-
ington.

Enst Wellington Colliery.—This mine is the
proporty of the East Wellington Coal Compaoy
of San Francigco. The veins are from two to
five feot thick. Thero are two shafts in opera-
tion, ench about 200 fr. deep. ‘The output

averages 110 tons pir day.
Unior Colliery.—This mine belongs partly to

the Dunsmuir estats and pirily to Leland Stan-
ford, C. P. Hustington nad Charles Crozker, of
Culifornia. The total output, which averages
790 tons psr day, is contracted for by the
Southera Pacific Railway Company. The mine
is worked by slop:s and tuonels, shafts being
impracticable. Slope No. 4 is in 450 yde., the
incline at the entrance being 1 in 7. The scam
is 5 to 8 ft. thick, and the coal produced is ex-
cellent for coking. The Jeflrey clectric coal
cutter is in use at this slope. Slope No. 1 is
down 700 ft. ona 4 ft. seam. No. 1 tunnel
and No. 3 slopo are of recent canstruction.

The output of the different collieries for the
years 1888.91 was as follows.

Collicties. 1838. 18389. 1890, 1891,
Nanaimg (.eeee... 223,870 380,505 527,457
Wellinzton ... 272333 174,406 315,182
East Wellington 51,372 44,602 41068
Union ceevees cenees 31,204 69,537 114,792

Total ceenenee 459,301 579,830 673,130 1,029,007

These collieries furaish employmsnt to nearly
3,200 miners, of whom 103 are boys and 510
Chinese and Japanese. The wages paid vary
from $£2.50 to $£3.50 for white miners, §1 to §2
for boys, anl §1 to S1.50 for Chinese and
Japauese. ’

Io the Nanaimo, Wellington and Fast Well-
ington collieries white mea are employed as
minera, and the Chinese, together with whites,
do the work above ground. At the Union
Colliery both Chinese and Japanese are to som.
extent employed both as miners and above
ground. Eight hours constitute s day’s work
in all the mines.

After many years of agitation the provincial
parliament ia 1890 passed an act prohibiting
Chinese Iabor in the mines, but in 1§91 the act
was repealed.  The following are the principal
points of the act regulatiog coal mines:

Each mine is uader the supervision of a cer-
tified managzer, who gets his a1thority after an
examination from the minister of mines. Ia-
spectors are also appoiated by the miuister of
mines. Their duty is to examine into the state
of the mines from tims to time. Certified mauna,
gers make reports to the ingpectors. No person,
either male or female, under 12 years of age is
allowed to work ia the mincs or above ground.
Boyshetween 12 and 14 are allowed to work, by
option of the ministor of mines, in mines where
the scams are thin, bat must not work
more than six hours each day. No boy under
18 years old is allowed to operate any cngioe,
windlass, or gin, but a boy over 12 may drive
suy animal operatiag tho same. Wages aro
prid by the weight of the coal, deducting rocks
and debris. Single shafts aro probibited.
Mioes must havo at least two shafts or ontlets

.separated by not less than 10 feet of natural

strata. Not less than 100 ou, ft. of puro alr
per wminute must bo supplied for cush peraon
and animal employed in tho mino. 1woh mino
is required to bo divided Into districts of 70
meon cach, and each distriot must hnvo o sopar-
ate curcent of air. Mines aro to bu {aspected
as to ventilation once a day. Mlavs having
had iuflammable gas within 12 months aro to
be inspected at least onco a day, and all tnluers
aro ta be promptly withdrawn In civo of dangor.
The regalation as to eafety lampn and lights and
the uso of explosives aro vory stelob. Iuoh
mine is to havo apecial rules, which, undor its
peculiar state and circumstaucos, appoar bost
calculated to preveat accident, Old shafts or
shafts not ia use are to be fonced.—~Now York
Engineering and Mining Journal,

Notes.

Building operations at Kaslo aro 0
b g op proocooding

There is some talk ia Kamloops us to the
advieability of the towns scoking {ucorpor.
ation.

Thirteen million fect of logs are sald to bo ly-
ing in the Cowichan river, 6,000,000 of which
are this year's drive.

The B. C. Iron Works Company, of Vaa.
couver, recently purchased tho plant of tho
Vancouver City Foandry and Machino shops,
for $30,000.

The quarterly meeting of the dircotors of tho
Horticultnral and Fruit Grower's Assoalation
of British Columbia, was held in tho Bonrd of
Trade rooms, Vaucouver, on Tucsday, Nov.
1st.

The National Electrio Light & Tramway
Compauny of Victoria has decided to fnorenso
its capitsl stozk to $1.000,000 and has author.
ized the directors to raise by way of loan o
debentures £600,000.

The result of theseal fishery for the soason
just closed is as follows : Lower Coast catoh,
4579 skins ; Upper Coast catoh, 24,628 skins ¢
Asiatic Coast catch, 14,805 ; Iudians (casual),
1,500 skins; total catch, 45,412 akins,

The Songhees tribe of Indinns, whoso head.
quarters ave in Victoria, took & ballot rocontly
to select a Chief to 61l the vacanoy oaused by
the deatk of Chief Scomiak, Charlio Froczio
being the winging candidate with 19 votes to
his credit.

The Vancouver News-Advertiser says; ““Tho
first vessel with the salmon pack of 1892, tho
British barque Alartha Fisher, cleared at Vig.
toria for London on Monday.  Sho had 34,000
cascs of salmon, valued at §163,4534, and mis.
cellancous goods valued at $905."

The Westminster Columbian says: *\Word
has been brought down from the north that the
Yuclataw Indiaus ave still potlatohing, but that
the celebration is gradually diminishing fn
liberality and extravagance. Tho (festive
event commenced with 8,000 blaukets, the bon.
firs beiog fed by ten canoes, whilo from 3,000
to 5,000 Indirns danced arcund it, All that
uow remain-are 500 blankets, $1,000 for distr].
bution, and nat more than 500 red men & dance
aroand tho livid flames croated by the burning
of but ono canoe.



