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French Canadians with perfect fluency in
their own tongue. His heart opened to the
fresh vigour of the young community which
he had come to rule, and which must
have struck him as a pleasant contrast to
the decrepit planter society he had just
left. “Our tour has been thus far pros-
perous in all respects except weather, which
has been by  no mieans favourable. I at-
tended a great agricultural meeting at Ham-
ilton last week, and had an opportunity of
expressing my sentiments at a dinner in
presence of six or seven hundred substan-
tial Upper Canada yeomen—a body of men
not easily to be matched. It is, indeed, a
glorious country, and after passing, as I have
done within the last fortnight, from the
citadel of Quebec to the Falls of Niagara,
rubbing shouiders the whole way with its
free and perfectly independent inhabitants,
one begins to doubt whether it be possible
to acquire a sufficient knowledge of man or
nawre, or to obtain an insight into the
future of nations without visiting America.”
His eye niarked the golden prospects open-
ed by the application of agricultural science,
for the first time in history, to the produc-
tiveness of a virgin soil. ¢ When the nations
of Europe were young, science was in its
infancy, the art of civil government was im-
perfectly understood, property was inade-
quately protected, the labourer knew not
who would reap what he had sown, and the
teeming earth yielded her produce grudg-
inglyto the solicitations of an ill-directed and
desultory cultivation. It.was not till long
and painful experience had taught the
nations the superiority of the arts of peace
over thosz of war; it was not until the pres-
sure of numbers upon the means of subsist-
ence had been sorely felt, that the ingenuity
of man was taxed to provide substitutes for
those ineffective und wasteful methods un-
. der which the fertility of the virgin soil had
been well nigh exhausted. But with you
it is far otherwise. Canada springs at once
from the cradle into the full possession of

the privileges of manhood. Canada, with
the bloom of youth yet upon her cheek, and
with youth’s elasticity in her tread, has the
advantage of all the experience of age. She
may avail herself not only of the capital ac-
cumulated in older countries, but also of
those treasures of knowledge which have
been gathered up by the labour and re-
search of earnestand thoughtful men through-
out a series of generations.”

All this however failed to conjure the
storm which, at the critical moment of final
transition from Personal to Parliamentary
Government, was gathering on the political
horizon, and the fury of which was increased
by discontent arising from the commercial
distress incident to the first adoption of
Free Trade as the commercial policy of the
Empire. The Tory Ministry, the construc-
tion of which by Lord Metcalfe had been
the last measure of Personal Government,
fell. The Baldwin-Lafontaine Ministry suc-
ceeded to power, and brought in the Rebel-
lion Losses Bill. Itis easy to show that the
billwas thelogical sequence of previouslegisla-
tion in regard to Upper Canada, and to prove
its necessity by the arguments which led Sir
Robert Peel to give it his cordial support i
the British House of Commons. But the
fact remains incontestable that the measure
wore an ugly appearance of compensating
rebels, and that it was a sore blow and dis-
couragement to the loyalists, lready smart-
ing under their ejection from the power
which they had held so long, and further
embittered by the commercial losses inflicted
by Imperial legislation. To this extent at
all events we must qualify Lord Elgin's as-
sertion that, “if ever rebellion stood upon a
rickety pretence, it was the Canadian Tory
Rebellion of 1849.” To Lord Elgin, ruling
on the principle of Responsible Govern-
ment, no course was open but to assent to-
the bill ; he rightly judged that, by reserving
it for the consideration of the Home Gov-
emment, 2 step recommended by some of
those about him, he would only be throwing.



